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Abstract

Kawabata Yasunari's Snow Country, a representative of Japan’s New Sensualism, is praised by
Japanese critic Kiyoshi Aono as a “pure pearl work”. It inherits the aesthetic tradition of Japanese
literature. From the same perspective as Shimamura’s “urban escapist”, it constructs a nothing-
ness world that belongs only to Snow Country from three aspects: fuzzy space-time, vague charac-
ters and vacuous ideas. In this world, the author fully expresses the concept of “nothingness” that
he pursues. However, this “nothingness” is not the author’s total value orientation. Kawabata Ya-
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sunari’s youth experience of constantly being separated from others makes him deconstruct this
“nothingness” to a certain extent through the expectation of self-volition of the female character
Kozi and the choice of the value of Yezi from the same perspective as an “urban aspirant”, and
shows the power of women to resist the value of others and their consciousness as independent
individuals.
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