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Abstract

Most of the studies on Maugham’s masterpiece The Moon and Sixpence focus on the protagonist
and its archetype, narrative style and realistic significance. The theory of psychoanalytic criticism
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is a very unique force among Western critical theories in the 20th century. Freud’s personality
theory has important guiding significance for interpreting the contradiction presented by Strick-
lands and Blanche in the work, exploring the personality struggle factors behind the characters’
multiple personalities, and the complex relationship between personality contradictions and so-
ciety. Strickland’s journey from London to Tahiti is essentially a constant struggle between id and
superego. The fate and ending of the characters of Mrs. Strickland and Blanche are also closely re-
lated to the status reorganization of id and superego in their personality conflicts.
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