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Abstract

Exosomes are emerging important cancer biomarkers. Effective detection of exosome and exosomal
contents, especially microRNA (miRNA), is urgent and challenging for cancer diagnosis and treat-
ment. Based on specific recognition and digestion capacity of duplex specific nuclease (DSN), we
designed a 2’-0-methyl-modified molecular beacon (omMB) and proposed an amplified detection
platform for highly sensitive and specific analysis of exosomal miRNA. Taking A375 cell secreted
exosomes as model targets and microRNA-21 (miR-21) as model miRNA molecules, the proposed
method can detect miRNA down to 37.9 pM and 2 pg/mL lysed exosomes. Meanwhile, compared
with many developed DSN-assisted amplified methods, the new method has high specificity which
can distinguish mismatch miRNA. Overall, this work provides an effective analytical strategy for
exosome detection in medical analysis, clinic applications and disease diagnosis.
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1. 518

ANIAA I — 2R R AT A W A AP BEY,  K/NA 30~150 nm [1]. AMIMAEE AARE, SHUZ A
MR EEAY DT, WZER(DNA. mRNA. miRNA). EEFE. L ERS TAUNT[2]. BT
AN P ZE ) (AN B 1A miIRNA) K 5 BRI B AR OG, DRI/ O 2V 2 B3 B0 A
i (B AR E AR B3] [4] [5). FEAHORSCHR CAGE T 4MBAE miRNA E A BLHEEAR G 1 AEhr &
Yo Bk, SHAMBR miRNA 238 BONERS W T07 SR 259 2 I it e U] 7 22 (6] [7] [8]

HAT, KToMB A miRNA ) AR Ca AR 2 4#kIE[9] [10] [11]. BRI 5 PCR (QRT-PCR).
Northern Blot 4347 &5 f& Ze kil 77 123 I8 tH AR e (0 73 T 1t e, ARE SRR B FH HR AT AR AE AR s R E 2%
RPUEMCEGFA[LL]. AT WX AR, P2 5EMN . RN B B R U & i /b & miRNA A
JIERE AR IRIE[12], E055 TG HE B R FEAR Y B AR R G4 B (S 50K . LABEAR miIRNA 5140 5
BB R ERARY 1S, VR Y B (rolling circle amplification, RCA), 1 7E 58 &l i35 B F B K 5%
DNA [13]. ZJ7iE $m R, (HFENHG, BRAERIR. TAZRRERH B AE SO e o, W&
R, FEAANLAE mIRNA B B0, /22500 TAES, BATEH T — MM A S5 (GO) P DNA
PREFH T miIRNA 24T, ZIREHOBT DNase | FII B 7E S8 A0 A7 S5 405 36 1 ) PR i DNA 286 EREH[14]
DNase | HAETH LT B 19 DNA #4EF, RRETHIL RNA BEA AT 245 (37 1) DNA 4% F. 7€ HAx miRNA 17
TEMITESL T, miRNA 5580 SGRY 1) DNA FREHRAS IR W B A S5 R R, AT DNA FRE
J% 4 DNase | BRItk . Bk, B i HAx miRNA filt &k S ANR S - T - K RE, 557K
Ko ZINERBUZ R EBEVEL . POEFE, nTHTAMEA miRNA FRE[15] [16]. 4R1, HFIX5 T
VE TR BEGURMEME R, X 7R E 2, AmBERS 7H 2 A .

FHZ TR, B R AL TR B (DSN) 2 S5 5 1 A b 7 miRNA R )R 7772 . DSN A] 5 B BUEEAZ IR
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H X4k DNA. [Hik, & BUH T3 R B0 miRNA B, R SRR B 1 Y RiE 17 b
TagMan FREHE A S 51 DSN 4 BIE 5 ORI miRNA (1777 . fEIX I TAEH, miRNA 5 TagMan
PR32, DSN HAETN AL TagMan 4 TR miIRNA B miRNA 7T BL S 55—~ TagMan #4t24%2,
H-F RSP . Rk 16, X FhEET DSN ¥ 3Ems T DA R B ORI A4 miRNA [17]. 2& T3
R FIRHE, DSN O 72 HT miRNA A Pf& a8 8t FIAMB AR miRNA 04T . SR, VE N PEREL,
TagMan FREFFREFMER S . Flin, H—RAGERIET DSN 155 O BT 7 iETGIE X 7 B R A AT (1)
miRNA [18] [19]. R, ZI6RIFIR K BARiCAE TagMan SREF i, BE B AT 4 1158 FRET 2%,
W FES, Nmsem R BT, Fik, 55T DSN 1436 7775 7 B3 m R GUS FEFEME[17].

FEIXIRTAES, FRATFIH 27-0-H 7 T15 55 (omMB) HI4s S 5 4111 51 R ) A AE A 2 1 [18] [20]
[21] [22], $2&tH T DSN %l omMBs F T & 85 FRE 57 1 (1) S il A miRNA 73 4. omMBs )& R 21
BT H A IG5 LR = TR R R R 71 [23], iz ms B AR AR L U RE 11 . BRI, IR 5
KI5 3R LA 2 37.9 pM ) miRNA Fl 2 pg/mL ZEANIA . B2, %7 BRI A
PIRIZ W7 R B AN IR i AT REME

2. MRHE
2.1. SRt

DSN I F IR IIE AE VI RHE A BR 2 7 (H E R - RNase #0175 [ Takara 4 B2 ] (4 E K i%E). 2°-0-
HIE 7> TE bR b miIRNAs i1 A4 TAMIRHCA BRA 7 (h L) G HFs151 T4 1

Table 1. Sequences used in this work

= 1 AIT{EPERBIFS

Name Sequence (5°-3")

2’-O-methyl MB FAM - CGA GC TCA ACA TCA GTC TGA TAA GCT A GC UCG - Dabcyl
MiR-21 UAG CUU AUC AGA CUG AUG UUG A

1-base mismatch UAG CUU AUC ACA CUG AUG UUG A

3-base mismatch UAG CUU AUC UUC CUG AUG UUG A

2.2. RAIGE BRI R k4

T R A T Rt B FE K (PAGE) K DSN 3% 1%, 5 4N Ep & 5N 10 puL DSN £ fi43(10 mM
Tris-HCI (pH 8.0), 5 mM MgCl, and 1 mM DTT), ZJ57E 5 Ep B 4 A 4 uM omMB (5 1), 4 uM
miR-21 (% 2), 4 uM omMB + 0.25 U DSN (& 3), 4 uM miR-21 +0.25 U DSN (& 4), 4 uM omMB + 4 uM
miR-21 + 0.25 U DSN (% 5). 5 MFEARAE 37°C R E Lh JE N 10 pL M AR 45 10 O, BN 4 pl 6x
RS, PRSI T PAGE 3T .

LIGHIE T 15% M) PAGE, HR4&74 4 ml 30% Acryl/Bis ##i(29:1), 1.4 ml H,0, 3.3 g JREA
1.6 ml5x TBE. JREWME, MA 20 uL 10%1d B B2 (APS) A1 20 uL VY H % 2, —iX(TEMED). w73 iR&
J&, FETEECTPARCRIK En# 30 s hil sl . 2 J5, H Bio-Rad MRS EELL .

2.3. AT

i RF-5301-PC %% 673 )6 6 B vt A7 % 6l 2 (H AR 55 o WO 6 1S Sl 485 nm, F9 4% K v 500~650
nm. BT AT, 4 N RSN 100 uL DSN Z2MyEW, B4 B 100 nM omMB (& 1),
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100 nM omMB + 10 nM miR-21 (& 2), 100 nM omMB + 0.25 U DSN (& 3), 100 nM omMB + 10 nM miR-21
+0.25 U DSN (& 4). 37°CHEHE 1 h 5l 56 e e i3t 47 041 .
2.4. RSB

#1 4 DSN Z2pfifk 2.1 mL, FH:44 omMB F1 DSN I3 43514 100 nM A 5.25 U BF28 vhCF- 25
ANEF| 21 A Ep &, 21 AMEARSY N 3 (B AN TAT). AE 1~7 AR5 2 RIS IR BE ) miR-21. 37°C
BE 1h )G, TR ENE.

2.5. ApRIEFRFIIN AR B

A375 4l 2 (\ 2 {5 %) 7E Gibco Dulbecco’s Modified Eagle Medium (DMEM, Gibco, USA) #1145 3%,
N 0% 2F 137 A1 100 U/mL penicillin-streptomycin, £ 37°C A1 5% CO, ¥R 55 Rt T 3. A T HERRAE
WAL, B ENEFR7E S A SNBRE I 10%6 4 M5 (FBS)Y1 DMEM Ri3#3Er, G4 % (FBS)
£ 100,000 g T B0 18 h LLZ:B FBS H (4N AA 48 o K 4 g 855 7% L35 4331 BA 300 g &0 10 4384
2000 g 2.0 20 73 11,000 g B0 45 3, ol 5B oe 4. AHRRRE A R BT, BEJE, RIS
110,000 g E5.C» 70 min SRAGDIRPIINMME . 5, DUEDINBIATE PBS HEE, fRFET-80C.

2.6. Ihib{E miRNA #)

N T RGN AN AR mIRNA, KR AMsA 95°CHEE 10 min, 4RJ5 16,500 g 2.0» 45 min, ERRITIE, W&
FiE. Hl4 3 RN (B4 8 B I N J5, AE 1 B 8 ZLRE S A AN AN [RII BE I A4k . 37°CHE
1h 5, BRSPS .

3. &R5iT1ie
3.1, R

Socs) N
CICICICH o~
miRNA
Tumor cells Exosomes
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target — > - Qmmﬁ./'»ﬁ
N 20000000008
S 9
b DSN
™ .
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Figure 1. Working principle of DSN-assisted signal amplifi-
cation for detection of exosome miRNA

1. DSN EBNE S BRI IMNEAE miIRNA B T{ERIE

DSN AJ 7K X DNA 5 DNA/RNA Z58 XU ) DNA, {HX) RNA JGidtE[23]. [FIRF, 27-O-Fidk
B XS V] AU R R R BG )[18] [24]. ASCE R T —A 27-O-F B 73 T(E h5(omMB): 2 H
2°-O-FHIAZ BRI, TAER i IEH M EAZ TR 4L, Wil 1 FioR, EANTELE HAR miRNA B R, 2
- G5 R 5> FE hR o] LAHEHT DSN YA ORFR 2% . 76 H bR miRNA fF/ERITE LT, TR TS F5/miRNA
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ZAERE, N DSN HIEE Y. DSN JHAL T MBs IERER >, FFSBOEIKE .. SR, $OR
MIRNA A 55— omMB 247, AT 5I& ~—4 1%l Bk, —4 miRNA 407 #ie Ea] PUS S g
FEAM R TEE omMB FIKAR, IR 55 . [FrS, BT omMBs Xt HAx miRNA BA KR 6
71, BIZ T RT LXK 23 B AS E PP 1) o SR, i H A SRS mT DUA 250 3 B MR miRNA, - F
A RGN

3.2. AI{TMES R

FEIXIATAEA, FATTiZE4E microRNA-21 (MiR-21)E B AEERR, X8 —FhHZRIE bR SN, 35
B TEVF 2 MR b i ik [25] [26]. BEJG, AR¥E miR-21 MIFEHIBEHHHINf MB. 1 SlG it 58 4 Jas B it
Kt LK (PAGE) W Z 7R Bl AT AT T 4R, - W& 2(a) o, 1818 1~4 43 75140%E omMB. miR-21. omMB
+ DSN A1 miR-21 + DSN. fEi#i& 3, 5 DSNWEHE 5, omMB oR5e4fJoti, XRWIHTH2EH DNA
WL R, omMB 1T LAHEHT DSN 4k, X AT g2 T 27-O-HF AL ER INAFE . J8iE 4 v miR-21 + DSN,
BT DSN AfeH L RNA, miR-21 i ASHEORFF e 8. SR, 41i8IE 5 Bz, 5 omMB 5 miRNA &
AZHF, miR-21 {RFF5E%E, MBIH, Ui MB 7E5 miR-21 2432 4 DSN H1k, 1iBAiZ 7 AT 1.

AR, FRATEE SO e T AT DSN I (15 SO RE . &l 2(b) s, {E¥H DSN
FIEHL T, 100 nM MB 7E 100 pL [ S, i oG am BE R 55 (A 2k) . 72 22 il R A 10
nM ] miR-21 J&, U5 SN 1.4 %, £¥ miR-21 5 MB 24438 i3, 7£ DSN 7EERIS M T, MB K
B S SMARIN, XATReRH T omMB JHAE T IE M. 2811, 7EIA miR-21 J5, T DSN X} MB
IR KR, WS EM 2.0 f5(5 S 150, XL R, —A miR-21 43 7] LLd il i B i F fd & 17
% MB [IKfE, FERNE SR,

50+

5880 ~"3 74815

——MB

———MB + miR21
——MB + DSN
———MB + DSN + miR21
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Figure 2. (a) PAGE analysis of DSN activity on omMB/miR-21 double chains channel 1: omMB; channel 2:
miR-21; channel 3: omMB + DSN; channel 4: miR-21 + DSN; channel 5: omMB + miR-21 + DSN; (b) DSN-
assisted omMB to detect the signal amplification performance of miR-21

2. (a) omMB/miR-21 M k£ DSN 5EMER) PAGE 43 4iBIE 1: omMB; & 2: miR-21; & 3: omMB
+DSN; & 4: miR-21+ DSN; i&i& 5: omMB + miR-21 + DSN; (b) DSN %#E omMB #:1 miR-21
HIE SRR RE

3.3. iREHK

A TAE B2 SRR SCHR IR IE 268, 11 0.25 U DSN 7E 100 puL 1x DSN KMk g & 1 h. {H
F&, CRRIRIE IVF 2 MR EAE 50~60°C, fEASLIGH Al fEfl omMB AfaE. IXEZRHT omMB [k
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REH R RAEFEN I GG, Wi SBEERES, HkNERE. N 7k BIRENERE, X R SR B
BT TS . & 3 Fras, BATE S 100 nM omMB 1 0.25 U DSN (&4 h ¥ 111 100 nM miR-21.
ZJa 4y MAE 37°C 45°CHI 55°C T Xf HAGME LU (SBR)BEAT hdt . 25 3R M, 144 RAE 37°C I 15 e L f e
XAREAE omMB 4 ffe e YA DSN BVETEZ AR EF T RAFHSFAT . [mII, FATH WS B354 SChkt
i 37°CHE N R B E[27] [28] [29]

A B C

Figure 3. Optimization of reaction temperature A: 37°C; B: 45°C; C: 55°C
E 3. REBEMMM A: 37C; B: 45C; C: 55°C

3.4. iR BB AEEYE
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Figure 4. (a) Fluorescence spectra of different concentrations of miR-21; (b) Fluorescence intensity of different
concentrations of miR-21; (c) Selective analysis of omMB-assisted signal amplification for detection of miR-21
F/FO0: signal to background ratio

4. (a) FRERE miR-21 BISAAE; (b) FRIRE miR-21 A2 ; (c) omMB HBNE S A miR-21
S MANIEEE M 27 FIFO: S 5E R
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FESAE TZINER AT YRS, BRATVPAS 1 72 S S 26 A0 N BRI R BRE . 6] A(a) I AANRIVR BE
MIRNA Gtk POEES . 45RER, BEH miR-21 IR, 7%6(E 58 HiEsR. MH miR-21 ik
(30, M0 F 250 pM (WLE 4(b)), ReefE Sektt, Mt AR AR y=54.21+104.28x (n=3,R°
=0.9937), Hy AUOLES, x A miR-21 FIIKIE(nM). AR 1R M 37.9 pM, 5445 DSN
W5 5 TORAE N 1 2 Rl BR B 4 Bh S S O A EL B — @ 554+ 71, BRI 2 FoR[30]-[37].

Table 2. Sensitivity comparison of miRNA analysis methods based on nuclease

2. ETHEREEH miRNA ST AN RBELLE

Nuclease Detection limit Ref
Strand displacement (No nuclease) 462 pM (for miR-21) [30]
Molecular Beacon (No Nuclease) About 100 pM [31]
DSN 426 pM [32]
DSN 50 pM [33]
DNase | 9 pM [14]
DNase | 2.3pM [34]
Exonuclease 111 21.4pM [35]
Exonuclease 111 6 pM [36]
T7 Exonuclease 15 pM [37]

DSN 37.9 pM This work

BTk, FATIEME T omMBs LM . 40 4(c) B, 76 MB AR & H, miR-21 #1155 /& 1-mis miRNA
1) 1.7 {5, /& 3-mis miRNA ] 4.4 £, SosHERemtE, T PAX 2 HAR miRNA 5 B ag 65 10 7 51 A =B
FAERLT 4. miRNA FiEEA RS FRVEE, X% UIAEC T miRNA 74152 — TR A BhEE T 1155 .
T HA4F 5 MK AR, V2 DSN lBIE 5 BOK TAEAE FH 2R MERET , 41 A+ miRNA &2l ) TagMan #R%1[23].
SRIM, TagMan FREFE R —FhZeVESRER, R FE e B 55[38], a0k 3 A . FRATIIEE R B,
WA omMB, DSN {5 5780k R 40T LU miRNA Kl A sk B, X AR SRR R ) miIRNA
7553 BT ) B B RFAIE

Table 3. Selectivity of partial DSN auxiliary signal amplification technologies
2 3. BB5rHY DSN HEENE S AR ARMIEE M

Probes Single-base mismatch Specific Ref
Linear probe No data [23]
Linear probe No data [39]
Linear probe No data [40]
Linear probe No data [41]
Linear probe No data [42]
Linear probe No data [43]
Linear probe No data [44]

MB Yes [45]
G-triplex based MB Yes [46]
omMB Yes This work
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3.5. ShiivE miRNA & SFEGEISHT

FEUEW] DSN 4B 27-0- F B 9 7 vE oA REBUEANE RIS , FATE RN 7 A375 SRR )
MIRNA, ZAMBA CHAE A miR-21 [ERIE[7]. B2 A375 JNBAIE, R NAS [Hik &
A375 SNIRE R IEHRIE . W 5 FIR, AN 3805 2 S iR G — B . R RRREAE
2.5~400 pg/mL JEFEI N 2L MR, A H RIS 2 pg/mL. W% 4 PR, 5 CA RN EARIE R A
ELIEAK[30] [31] [32], 2R WHFRATHI SN X AR AR mIRNA 73 B R, X N2 S5 X 93 15 e i s 2
Bt TR

w
=)}
J

y = 14.62 + 0.0448 x
R?=0.9848

w
(]
1

—
(=]
L

Fluorescence intensity (a. u.)
R

o
(5]

o 100 200 300 400
Exosome (png/mL)

Figure 5. Working curve of fluorescence intensity and exosome concentration

5. WNIBRRE SINBFRE R TIErZ

Table 4. Comparison of exosome detection line with other platforms

4. SHEFAIMNLEEN%LIIXTEE

Ref Detection limit
[30] 0.116 pg/mL
[31] To BAR BRI 22
[32] To BAR BRI 22
AT 2 ug/mL

4. BR5TVHL

BAVIFR T —Fh DSN SR b 6, M 27-0-F & FERTE R REN, SEl T s R
JE AR TP RS AR mIRNA K. 27-O-F BB 1 0 TS A oA RIC4ER, BeHKHT DSN IIF#fR . %77
EXT miR-21 143 MG FR (LOD) A 37.9 pM, Ff H AT BAX 73045 1C miRNA. RJ5, FIFHFRATHE 175546
MR PSR, LOD N2 pg/mL. B2, Fri@irsmsiin., R, @&, P BENHT
IR, s 12 WA s IR A — P e AT (1 7 1

&5k
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