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Abstract

In 1843~1844, Marx realized his early important ideological shift from idealism to materialism
and from revolutionary democracy to communism. As an important part of Marx’s research work,
the Digest Notes bear witness to the process of Marx’s ideological exploration, and the Kreuznach
Notebooks, written in 1843, is an important witness to Marx’s first ideological transformation. In
the notes, Marx’s historical research on European countries and his concern and reflection on the
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French Revolution made Marx realize that the ownership system centered on property interests
was the key to affecting the socio-political situation, and that the representative and constitutional
systems of the bourgeoisie were the tools for them to safeguard their class interests, not for the
sake of the good life of all the people. These historical researches and insights contributed to the
first transformation of Marx’s philosophical and political position.
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