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Abstract

In 1962, the American scientist Thomas Kuhn published The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. In
the book, Kuhn took “paradigm” as the core concept and “paradigm” as the core, and put forward
the nonlinear mode of scientific development, namely, the cyclic process from “conventional
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science” to “scientific revolution” and then to the new “conventional science”. Because Kuhn did
not make a clear definition of the meaning of “paradigm” in the book, how to understand the core
concept of “paradigm” has caused many disputes and doubts from the beginning. In 1969, Kuhn
made a concentrated response and further explanation of the doubts raised by scholars for sever-
al years, and included this part as the fourteenth chapter of the book in the 1970 reissue, which
contained a supplementary explanation of the concept of “paradigm”, but still did not give a clear
definition. Nowadays, although paradigm theory has been widely accepted and applied in many
disciplines, the understanding and definition of “paradigm” are still debated. Through the textual
analysis of The Structure of Scientific Revolution, the author tries to interpret the “paradigm” from
the hierarchical structure, in order to reduce the ambiguity of this concept, which will be helpful
to further understand the current mode of scientific development.
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Figure 1. Distribution of “paradigm” epithets in The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (1970)
Bl e SMERRTE (RFEGHNER) (197005
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