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Abstract

Article 48 of the Administrative Penalties Law provides that the legal problems caused by the lack
of clarity of the criteria are threefold: first, there is still a lack of clarity as to what kind of beha-
viour should be characterised as a public decision on administrative penalties; second, there is
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also a problem with how to delimit the scope of public cases of administrative penalties. The con-
cept of “having a certain social impact” has not yet been clearly defined, so there is subjectivity
and ambiguity in determining which cases should fall into this category; thirdly, there are no clear
provisions on the content of the disclosure of administrative penalty decisions. In order to solve
these legal problems and improve the setting of the public scope of administrative penalty deci-
sions, this paper will focus on the public system of administrative penalty decisions, firstly dis-
cussing the nature of the social impact, which is divided into two aspects: the social impact of the
subject of the offence and the social impact of the administrative penalty information. It will also
conduct an in-depth analysis of the different types of administrative penalty information, discuss-
ing how to determine the criteria for social impact and weigh the differences between the differ-
ent areas, in order to promote more transparent and rational law enforcement practices.
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