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Abstract

The Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China and a number of subsequent judicial interpreta-
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tions have established a punitive compensation system for public interest litigation and private
interest litigation in the environmental field. This system is still not perfect at present, and there
are great differences between the system practice and the system should be. By combing through
the existing cases, it can be found that compared with the environmental infringement litigation,
the victory rate of punitive compensation for ecological environmental damage as a litigation
claim in public interest litigation is much higher than that in private interest litigation, and there
is a tendency of repeated punishment in civil public interest litigation attached to criminal pro-
ceedings. On the surface, the application standards of punitive damages in different lawsuits are
different, which is deeply influenced by traditional civil law thinking and policy value orientation.
At present, it is urgent to apply punitive damages to make up for and punish environmental tort
litigation. However, in environmental civil public interest litigation, punitive damages do not need
to be applied in most cases due to the high similarity and system cohesion of other public law sys-
tems. We should adhere to the principle of prudence and strictly apply punitive damages in ac-
cordance with the law, and when the implementation rules are not perfect, we should change tra-
ditional thinking, innovate the implementation method, carry out active exploration, and accele-
rate the promotion of high-quality development requirements for the construction of ecological
civilization.
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