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Abstract

Paradigm is the common belief of the scientific community, reflecting the basic viewpoints, theo-
ries, and methods followed by community members in research. As a hot research field, border
governance naturally cannot do without the support of its governance paradigm. This study re-
views and logically sorts out the literature on the paradigms of “inter nationalism”, “regionalism”,
and “inter regionalism” in the field of border governance from the perspective of paradigm evolu-
tion, and makes corresponding comments. This article points out that the “regionalism” oriented
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border governance paradigm is based on the spatial characteristics of border areas and starts
from regional issues to govern borders, surpassing the limitations of the “inter ethnic” oriented
border governance paradigm that focuses on handling inter ethnic relationships; the “interdomain
oriented” paradigm of border governance deepens the “regionalism” paradigm, replacing “region”
with “interdomain” based on spatial imagination, and focusing on the governance of cross-border
and cross-border border issues from the perspective of flow, extension, and diffusion, opening up
a broad exploration space for the analysis of border governance.
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