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Abstract

“Pastern” in Chaoshan dialect can be used as a noun, a suffix of a substantive words and classifier.
This article focuses on the manifestation and special word formation of the ancient word “pastern”
in Chaoshan dialect, the usage of the suffix indicating time and space and describing various cha-
racters, as well as the definite quantifier-noun phrase of “pastern + thing”. Besides, the paper ex-
pounds its grammaticalization process to deepen people’s understanding of Chaoshan dialect.
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Figure 1. The grammaticalization of the noun “pastern”
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