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Abstract

Objective: To analyze the sick role of two cases of human avian influenza death in Xiangxi from the
perspective of medical sociology, including disease behavior, health seeking behavior and medical
order-obeying behavior. Methods: Retrospective analysis of general data on two cases of human
avian influenza in Xiangxi from 2014 to 2017. Results: There were 2 cases in this period from 2014
to 2017. The age of the patients is around 50 years old; the onset time is in May and August re-
spectively. Both cases had suspected poultry exposure or exposure history before onset with fever,
cough, lung infection, acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS) and multiple organ function
impairment/failure in the process of illness. Patients had undergone a number of referrals in the
course of medical treatment, and took effectively treated after 3 - 5 days, but finally died because
of ineffective rescue. Conclusion: The case fatality rate of human avian influenza is high, and due to
the big social influence, we should identify and diagnose it early.
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