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Abstract

Digestive system tumors are a common clinical malignancy. Due to their insidious onset and
rapid progress, some patients have missed the opportunity of surgery when found, and the main
treatment method is chemotherapy-based supportive therapy. Main chemotherapy drug is 5-
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fluorouracil, but due to its adverse reaction and drug resistance, we urgently need to explore
new drugs to improve the current situation. As a new chemotherapeutic drug, realtitrexed
stands out because of its good antitumor effect and small adverse effects and it has now been
widely used as an alternative to fluorouracil in the treatment of advanced colorectal cancer pa-
tients who are not suitable for 5-fluorouracil or leucovorin calcium. In recent years, studies on
the benefits of raltitrexed in other digestive malignancies have also become popular. How to
enable more patients to benefit from the treatment of raltitrexed needs us to study how ralti-
trexed plays its antitumor role and the main areas of application. This summarize will discuss
the mechanisms by which raltitrexed exerts antitumor and its clinical applications and adverse
effects to better guide clinical practice.
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