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Abstract

It is an important train of thought of Pre-Qin Philosophy to study human nature through “wei” and
thus to explore social and historical view. When it comes to “wei”, people only pay attention to
Xunzi’s “Change innate nature through man-made”, while the “wei” in Zhuangzi’s philosophy is of-
ten ignored. Their interpretation of the word “wei” broke through the historical limitations and
endowed the word “wei” with a new meaning of “man-made”. Zhuangzi connects “hypocrisy” and
“man-made” closely, focusing on the hypocrisy of “wei”. Xunzi paid special attention to the
“man-made” connotation of “wei”. As a result, the theories of human nature and social politics de-
veloped by them show opposite directions of hermeneutics, which leads to opposite value orienta-
tions. Zhuangzi emphasized the divergence between “wei” and “Tao” while Xunzi emphasized the
difference between “wei” and “nature”. Zhuangzi emphasized the return to nature while Xunzi re-
strained nature from “wei” and embarked on the road of paying attention to etiquette and law.
Through the interpretation of “wei”, Zhuangzi finally pursued absolute spiritual freedom while
Xunzi thus embarked on the road of social governance that changed human nature. A “wei” word,
fully shows two people different philosophy views, their different interpretations of “wei” have
great significance to our present society.
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