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Abstract

The Dialectics of Enlightenment originated in the period when fascist totalitarianism was about to
fall asleep, and its purpose was to criticize the capitalist rule as a tool of social power rule and be-
come a new myth. The article points out that the enlightenment rationality mediated by positivism
has lost the ability of self-reflection and become an absolute new authority; In the dangerous en-
tanglement between enlightenment and social power, enlightenment based on the fundamental
principle of absolute rationality succumbed to social ruling power and became an authoritative
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tool for social rulers. Finally, enlightenment lost its critical dimension. Hokheimer and Adorno’s
thorough criticism led to the modern incarnation of logical positivism, namely, instrumental ra-
tionality, in order to seek to break away from the shackles of power, concretize the issue of posi-
tivism into a social issue, and push the critical reflection on positivism to a new horizon.
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