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Abstract

Mencius was the first pre-Qin thinker who manifested the theory of the heart, and his thinking was
actually aimed at inquiring into the nature of man as a human being. Xunzi, on the other hand, ex-
panded the meaning of the heart in terms of cognition, mastery, and morality, defining the heart as
the cognitive capacity of human beings, the unifying capacity of thinking, and the judgmental ca-
pacity of moral orientation, respectively. The similarity between Meng and Xun’s theories of the
heart lies in the fact that both recognize the cognitive, functional, and moral capacities of the heart.
Focusing on the differences between Meng and Xun'’s theories of the heart, this paper argues that
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as far as the nature of the heart is concerned, Mengzi uses it to explain the motivation and purpose
of the moral subject, while Xunzi uses it to explain the instrumental capacity of the cognitive sub-
ject; as far as the cultivation of the heart is concerned, Mengzi discusses subjective moral
self-awareness, while Xunzi analyzes the objective cognitive structure; and as far as the fate of the
heart is concerned, Mengzi finds in it the root of human subjectivity, while Xunzi discovers the the
functional role of man for society.
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