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Abstract

Mohism and Confucianism are both important parts of ancient Chinese philosophy. Mozi advo-
cated “universal love”, i.e., “love without distinction but of mutual benefit”, and regarded others as
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one’s own. Confucius, on the other hand, advocated “benevolence”, i.e., “those who are benevolent
love others”, and put oneself in another’s place. Both philosophies were developed against the
backdrop of the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States Period, which were characte-
rized by social upheaval and fragmentation. In Chinese long history, Confucianism has continued
to develop and grow, while Mohism has gradually disappeared after the Qin and Han dynasties,
and the reasons for this are worth studying. Therefore, this paper will criticize the shortcomings

ro

of Mohism’s “universal love”: firstly, there is an obvious slippery slope fallacy in logic; secondly, it
is contrary to the natural law of human nature’s self-interest; thirdly, it is neglecting the spiritual
dimension of family “filial piety”; fourthly, it is idealistic and superstitious; Fifth, it is interpreted
from an empirical point of view and has historical limitations, thus pointing out the progress of
Confucianism’s idea of “benevolence”.
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