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Abstract

From the textual point of view, there are two difficulties in the section of Mencius: The Fourth
Chapter of Wanzhang. Mencius explained that “Gong” has the problem of accepting injustice and
the suspicion of adopting double evaluation standards for princes and robbers. This is different
and contradictory with Mencius’s consistent attitude. The former does not conform to Mencius’s
righteousness and theory of profit and justice, the latter is different from Mencius’s gentleman
personality, which is a virtue to resist the throne, which easily makes readers doubt about the ar-
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gument in this section and Mencius’s attitude. There are also some doubts and interpretations of
this section in academic history. However, if the field of vision is not limited to the text of this sec-
tion, and the attitude of Jingquan view is adopted, a feasible interpretation and response can be
given from the analysis of Mencius’ overall doctrine and more abstract moral values. From the
perspective of righteousness, injustice can be taken when it is indispensable, and it is reasonable
for the princes to take it from the people normally; from the perspective of economics and power,
moral principles can be “contingent” in the practical application. It is undeniable that Mencius did
have some loopholes in argumentation in this section, and the Confucian view of Jingquan would
also face the dilemma of separating theory from reality, all of which led to the emergence of diffi-
culties in this section.
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