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Abstract
In The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State, Engels explained the changing process
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of women'’s status from the perspective of division of labor and pointed out that women’s status
showed a downward trend with the disappearance of clans. In The German Ideology, Engels ans-
wered the source of women'’s oppression of private property and the direction of liberation. From
the perspective of division of labor, the thesis aims to explore Engels’s thoughts on female libera-
tion contained in these two works, and to clarify that the female liberation advocated by Engels re-
lies not on the return of clan society, but on the development of productive forces to realize the re-
turn of female status. Engels’ thought of female liberation provides theoretical basis for promoting
the shared responsibility of family between men and women, maintaining the stability of marriage
between men and women, and promoting the fairness of labor market between men and women,
and has an enlightening effect on improving the status of women in the new era.
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