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Abstract

As one of the emerging pollutants, environmental problems caused by microplastics (MPs) have at-
tracted great attention in recent years. Water body, as the gathering place of these pollutants, has
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become a hot research object. However, the current studies on MPs in the environment are mainly
focused on the collection and detection technology, and there is a lack of systematic studies on the
presence and environmental behavior of MPs. The treatment of microplastic pollution in the wa-
ter environment has not been carried out on a large scale. Based on the reported information of
MPs in environmental media, the pollution status of MPs in basin water, drinking water and waste-
water treatment plants was introduced, the harm to organisms was summarized in this paper. In
addition, several problems existing in the current research and the development tendency of mi-
croplastic pollution were further analyzed. It was suggested that the degradation of MPs in the en-
vironment should be strengthened in the future.
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Table 1. Composition and shape of microplastics in water
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Table 2. Abundance of microplastics in surface water
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