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Abstract

cGAS (cyclic GMP-AMP synthase), a kind of nucleic acid transferase and one of the latest DNA sen-
sors being found in mammals, could identify DNA in cytoplasm and produce cGAMP (cyclic
GMP-AMP) to activate interferon stimulated gene (STING), then activate the type I interferon and
other cytokines to execute immune function. It was found that cGAS could not only be involved in
antiviral response, but also in antibacteria response. cGAS is composed of DNA binding site in
N-terminal, a central catalytic domain and a conserved Mab-21 (male abnormal 21) domain in
C-terminus, which belongs to MAB21 family protein. Phylogenetic analysis showed that vertebrate
cGAS is derived from ancestral Mab-21 domain, which also produced cGAS-like gene through ge-
nome duplication in fishes and some mammals. In this review, we discussed the recent research
progress regarding the role of cGAS in immune response and its evolution scenario.
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interferon genes, STING), ¥ FUzHIEI T4 K (interferon, IFN)FIHAB LR FHI 28, JBIHER
RERPL . cGASMIEEBILHRT, HEEMIAREKREY. £ L, cGASHEEWMDNAL A A,
TE] B4 L 5 # 1R DA Fe 3R B MR 4R 57 M ab-21 (male abnormal 21)Z&#B4A R, B TMAB2IFXEKREH. i#
WA RIL, BHESIYE cGASKIE T HEMab-215 138, FHEARNEERHIAIMHELEFAR
HIFZH4 T cGASFICGASLE . AUt cGASSE #I M 5o B2 I BE FO A FL 33 8 A R TBE L BEAT T 4538 -
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1. 518

AR P ) 1A 28 2 S ) — g iR 52 A SR M e i B — e A B 0 R P A A A DA % B 4
B2 45403 D > 3K S TR A 2 A PR AR 2R 1) 32 44k (Pattern: Recognition Receptors, PRRs), PRRs
RILAE B S 00 AV UL S B S 2 M 0y 705, MU 2= A A R G R R T . e R R I &
PR 324469 Toll-like ZAA(TLRs), ‘& H BRI M 5T AR b, Tl B0E MyD88 ik f2ak
TRIF &5 S IRF3 8¢ NF-xB(nuclear factor KB)i&ft, MIMAENUA 4 | BUFHER, B e R B[1].
HAth &L PRRs S5 DNA IR ZAF . RNA RBIZIAF IR MRS & 5 RIS 2 A X
J (nucleotide-binding oligomerization domain (NOD)-like receptors, NLRs) LA & C #4411 5] 52 44 (C-type
lectin receptors, CLRs)% . H:H1, DNA )] 52 14 £ Z AL 45 : DNA 255 & [ (DAI). T &= 15 T 5 H 16(1F116).
RNA & I1(RNA pol 111). DNA A8 1) 2 B AL (Ku70) Mg ik 41, 36, 9(DDX41. DHX36.
DHX9)%:[2]. IX TR (14 T &M T P = MR 1 STNG KMFVBMUA =4 T, i 51 R MUK F
SRIVE[3] [4] Wi SR4HH 5T () DNA ASRERE S BT Huis Brds, MIS/EARPR R, 5IE—RIMREME S
FBE, N R G MELL BERE (systemic lupus erythematosus, SLE) 1 Aicardi-Goutieres £i & 1iE25[2] [5]

R 1 L3k DNA &2 A2 41, 2011 4, OIS H Mab-21 53T e MkEPE 2 AR TR B 7
(male abnormal 21)45 5%, #utty 44 [6])HIRZIR # F£ I Ceorf150(chromosome 6 open reading frame 150, & KK
2N cGAS)ER B AL 2 SR | BT R[7]. 2013 £F, Wu S5 i 5 DR O BR AT VR €0 33 0 Hr i o
—IRTE R AE YR SR B — PR I0E STING )i : FRRAX TR cCGAMP [8], BEH#T 1 A0 T EAZ 4l
AR ZASE I TAE RN BEJS, BTN SR 5 5 25 1A A 2ifh SR 455 H T AL cGAMP &
R, 4 PR SRR IR R & e, BN cGAS [9]. X NIIE cGAS HIMEHINLEIT T 1 RIFHIIER .

2. cGAS HuZE#

CGAS & —AN 5 SRR & il (oligoadenylate synthase, OAS) Ak, 45 Ky dsk [F] Y (1 25 #4035, J& T A%
RSB R[10], EHE R AR LIRS 954 DNA 45460 S Mab-21 450938, J5a X &ah N
PR R (E 1), WIS Zn® e I m PSR IE £ TN AE . cGAS K FEIL DNA 45 & 47 A1
o A 5 A S TR ) Tl TR - A W R K SRR ) dSDNA, X FR B A e 9 ek, LT Re i R i i A 2 Y
() dsDNA [11] [12]. EXANIEFEF, cGAS ) R150 Al R192 %2 Jk vk Jk #FAEHH A\ 2] DNA XUIZ fiE 45 1 i)
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Figure 1. Human cGAS domain composition
1. AHJ cGAS ZEHELE R

2B, i cGAS-DNA & &K T In4E [ [13] [14]. Skbr b, ST AEERAMOTEFTIESE, cGAS [ T gL
7 dsDNA Z 4k, %F dsRNA. ssDNA Fl ssRNA #Ge4s &, H 2K EKEE[15], HENEE BN
G P RS dsDNA FIAEIE .

3. cGAS MR & Thae R EAERAMLH

L P U 2517 DNA 4 DNA RS2 23 H00) 50K 51 K 2 FhfE ‘5 I8 EK[16], 41 STNG. NF-kB. Caspasel.
Caspase9. RIP3. P62 fil NDPS2 %[ ¥/ F (e g, HAH STING /- FHEBBNHA . STING F 2
SENL TR AR P N _E[6] [17], AT LABIE F)E 3h | BT PR 7242 [18] [19]. cGAS FEAK i STING i@
R VE R TRE . WFFLRME, Wi STING J&, 7F STING ARIAMENFENEN T, LR AMELIEF
FIE cGAS IE £ M F N cGAMP, #RRNAESE IFN-B #3%[9], I 'E DNA Bz 8+ —4F, STING
1E cGAS KA Gy AE FH i A2 A O E

CGAS iR dsDNA J5, fE{k ATP Al GTP 245 cGAMP, Bl R . X AN AL 75 2 cGAS E M
HAZBRIER DRIk, 855 dsDNA 454, JEm—H cGAS FIl dsDNA 3 L% T 2:2 I E &1k,
4k ATP F1 GTP A2 jit cGAMP, cGAMP i —35 255 3 0% STING [20] [21], 4 THUEZASH STING fgi
— B WOE TANK-Z55 3 1 (TBKI), et TR 3(IRFI)MEMRAL, IRF3 BiL 5 K AR E1EH
TERL - ZAR[9] [22]; BRiILZ4F, cGAMP 5 STING 454 5t r] LS IKK (IKB kinase) M i i {# NF-xB
BERR AL [4] [16]: BERRILIY NF-xB A1 IRF3 #E N4 A% ) nT 75 3 T I FAH S R IR IR IE, TR 3))
S RN g% Bi[4] [10] (& 2).

CGAS I ) 4 )it DNA 0% STING S EERe DU #E, HAEPIA R . @R/ B cGAS MIREG 4
AFE T 16 5 6 8 4 5 50 SRk e 74 J& 2 i) 9% 7% (West Nile virus, 4% RNA J% %), i8] cGAS 25 T IEH MLk
HEHT RNA R EE IS FE[23]. 594h, cGAS X i £ (adenovirus) [24] A K 3k A o 2 BB 73 5 (human  im-
munodeficiency virus, HIV)Z: 4 — & IR HUE[25]. BRIt 4, cGAS fEPE Tt A HRZ . Flin, #
B 7 44 FC 7 (Francisellanovicida) . ¥ HR 4% J5L{£ (Chlamydia trachomatis) . #EK % (Neisseria gonorrhoeae) A
4515 BT B (Mycobacterium tuberculosis) & AE 175 S | B T3 R A= 42[26]-[33] .

4. cGAS BISE

R AT, & MAB21 45381 & H B 7 .45 cGAS (MB21D1, Mab-21 domain containg 1)
24, if4E MB21D2, MAB21-like protein 1 (MAB21L1), MAB21L2 fl MAB21L3 [34]. MAB21L1 #I
MAB21L2 {EREEBR/K T A 94% —Fht:, HREHBAAEML, DhREtILl35] [36] [37], MAB21L2 7EAL
G & I 2 b Re s I AL FEL P A B [38]. S TELR B 2RAL, MAB21L2 [ 5AZ BEME T 50/ B AR U 4 1A
FETZ[39]; T MAB21L3 55 i ¥ & HA LU A LA 25% 0195 51—k, 7F Notch JEB# ) FiiE £ 45 1E F[40]. H
T cGAS Bk ZAEMAG R B T RIRE, A HAh S B Mk = 25 g e T imt e, — e LS 7 e
ED e TT T B R o A BL i) — T 70K, 5 MAB21L1 AHLG, cGAS X% H TR B A i (155
P, BARTHNEASHWLEAEEL, HREIhEETREERZAF[15]. BT cGAS 5 Mab-21like & H 1)
MB21D2. MAB21L1 1 MAB21L2 f— & AR (13%~18%), #HAEFIE cGAS WL IS AR T %5 E.
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Figure 2. Immune responses induced by cGAS

[# 2. cGAS Sli2 R BN E R N

NP 612450 cGAS Homo sapiens
XP 003503244 cGAS Cricetulus griseus

100 NP 775562 cGAS Mus musculus

XP 001517618 cGAS Ornithorhynchus anatinus
XP 419881 cGAS Gallus gallus
XP 007061566 cGAS Chelonia mydas
XP 003226105 cGAS Anolis carolinensis
87 | XP 015281866 cGAS a Gekko japonicus
71 100 — XP 015262713 cGAS b Gekko japonicus

100 — XP 019222087 cGAS b Oreochromis niloticus
82 [ XP 019222085 cGAS a Oreochromis niloticus
XP 014010282 cGAS a Salmo salar
99 100 4100{: XP 014059007 cGAS b Salmo salar
XP 015462101 cGAS Astyanax mexicanus
57 91 XP 685111 cGAS Danio rerio
XP 006013678 cGAS Latimeria chalumnae
100 XP 002937200 cGAS Xenopus tropicalis
77 XP 013997396 cGASL Salmo salar
100 XP 005478474 cGASL Oreochromis niloticus
XP 015460378 cGASL Astyanax mexicanus
97 XP 003200687 cGASL Danio rerio

M 74 XP 007067681 cGASL a Chelonia mydas
96 XP 007070710 cGASL b Chelonia mydas

100
89

98

89 XP 014342670 cGASL Latimeria chalumnae
XP 002609159 pro cGAS/L Branchiostoma floridae
100 XP 002596738 pro cGAS/L Branchiostima floridae

XP 007654585 cGASL Ornithorhynchus anatinus

cGAS

cGASL

1001

100 NP 651971 mad21 Drosophila melanogaster
|—|: NP 572287 mab21 Drosophila melanogaster

0.1

Figure 3. Phylogenetic tree of cGAS
[ 3. cGAS B Rt LA

NP 497940 mab21 Caenorhabditis elegans

FIFH NI cGAS(XP_016865721)1E A i) /741, #£ NCBI s HAh4Fh & (508 % v Blast, WdE/NT 1
x e IR AFY], 155 cGAS HIFVEIER . EBUA AR R AR My el st Ah vh S5 A i, AR
PR (N EZE AR RS (] 3). RIL, TEEHESIYIPEEAAAE cGAS, WAFIEZ AT R RIS R
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[FIJE LR cGASL, MifELk ARG BN, (AFLERIA T Mab21 B, B EHESIY 1 MAB21
FHOCFE DR R E T4 2 Mab21 ZE[H, B e ARG T’ — 2 e tafk b, #0a vl g2 PR 52 D8 20 &2 il i
FEAH, RRRRAS MR, SERALE AT cGAS A cGASL, HI T LE 2Kt A AN K — VL R4 1
S|, B fn (0 B k£, Oreochromisniloticus) tH 31 T A7 T8 — 2 Ge i fk b (1 58 15 8 45 Y 5L R 4 cGASa,
CGASh. LA & B2 HAEATA FI LSV ERTEE cGASL, 1t BTE [ W FLAN A HE Ak [ 2 FR X AN IR
SREER.

5. RESRE

H M cGAS {1 3 ¥) DNA RS2 85 1 S B Dh BEMUR ILLAK , AAITXT cGAS MIFUREELhRER 1 Tk
We CABITUKIL, cGAS BEMSIIPTZ Pl 2 WIARASVE e BEBR G SR A AL B HIV [, XN 7 3k
T S Fepthp 2 07 T AR SR O TR BB . A Ah, fERHESI) R, th TR R A, f71E cGASa, cGASDb
2 # cGASL, fEHEAL EEAIHRAIETHH5E Mab-21 G543, EAIZ MDA A 2 RIEBA I I T
TR SR AR A T, 22D BAT DhREWT U RIE - DR L HEFE X AT 72 BVF BE 6 D PR 2R e 5
SN R PR HE TR (0 D e A AL SR BB A A

e HE

R4 B 2R BH# 3 4:(ZR2012CMO015) .
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