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Abstract

Desire is a concept that cannot be ignored in the discussion of philosophical problems, and countless
philosophers have explored desire through different paths. The 20th-century psychoanalyst Sigmund
Freud showed the symbolic role of early human totems in his analysis of desires, pointing out that

SCEG| M FRERYI(2023). AIE IR ) A T A i AR R . O R, 13(6), 2498-2505.
DOI: 10.12677/ap.2023.136308


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ap
https://doi.org/10.12677/ap.2023.136308
https://doi.org/10.12677/ap.2023.136308
https://www.hanspub.org/

S5

human desires were suppressed under the totem taboo, thereby highlighting the operation of early
human moral life. Through the analysis of the origin of morality, we can further grasp the connotation
of Freud'’s personality theory, Freud from the perspective of man itself and civilization, believes that
“sexual impulse” runs through the individual and the whole of people, and civilization is only a part of
the human process, in the relationship between desire and civilization, desire is suppressed. In this
regard, Freud established the principle of happiness and the principle of reality to explain people’s
moral life, give people desires and rationalize explanations of people’s moral life, so as to help people
understand desire itself.
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