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Abstract

This article explores Brentano’s “Theory of Representation” based on his book “Psychology from
an Empirical Standpoint”. According to Brentano, “representation” is the foundation of all cogni-
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tive activities, and all things are presented in consciousness in the form of “representations”.
Brentano’s unique contribution lies in his distinction of the dual aspects of representation: the
outward-directed aspect towards the external physical world (image), and the inward-directed
aspect towards internal mental activity itself (inner representation). The former emphasizes the
noun usage of the term “representation”, referring to the “content of representation” or “physical
phenomena”, while the latter emphasizes the verb usage, referring to the “activity of representa-
tion” or “mental phenomena”. However, it is important to note that, according to Brentano, both
physical and mental phenomena are premised on being presented in consciousness. This is the
key aspect of Brentano’s theory of representation, as, in his view, anything presented in represen-
tation implies being presented in consciousness, and there are no “physical phenomena” that exist
independently outside of consciousness.
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FAE A& B E R N AFTERHE, ARG FREARIE 9 En5E, 151 T OB R I SAF AL .
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