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Abstract

Contemporary society is referred to as a consumer society by Baudrillard, but with the develop-
ment of capitalism and mass media, the life of a consumer society has become increasingly sym-
bolic. Consumption no longer means simple material exchange, but rather obtains individual
identification through symbolic images constructed through consumption media, making them
symbols of social status, reputation, and identity. This article uses Baudrillard’s media criticism
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theory to interpret Black Mirror’s Hated in the Nation, explaining how in contemporary society
where mass media and virtual reality permeate every corner of life, mass media controls and uti-
lizes people’s emotions to ultimately lead to tragedies, and criticizes the alienation of digital me-
dia technology.
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