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Abstract

In recent years, literary journal research has often been combined with the theory of “public space”,
using political rigor/leniency to judge the success of shaping the “public space” of publications. This
perspective can easily obscure the publication tendency of literary journals themselves. Therefore,
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this article analyzes the editorial philosophy and critical practice of Modern magazine in the 1930s
under commercial strategies, and finds that under the guidance of commercial operation purpos-
es, Modern attempts to shape the “literary public space” under the “public space” by diversifying
its participants and graying out its critical space, presenting an inclusive, independent and free
cultural character. In this process, it is not “depoliticized”. On the contrary, the pursuit of “litera-
ture and art” and “politics” has brought tension and limitations to the shaping of cultural charac-
ter in Modern magazine.
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