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Abstract

The custom of “asking one’s relatives and neighbors first” has been practiced since ancient times
and was incorporated into the law during the Song Dynasty, when it was transformed from custo-
mary law into statutory law. In the Qing Dynasty, however, the law did not make the custom com-
pulsory, and even began to ban it. The custom of “asking one’s relatives and neighbors first” still
exists in large numbers among the people, and has led to many disputes. This article looks at four
cases of “asking one’s relatives and neighbors first” during the Qianlong period, and explores the
changes in the official ruling on the custom of “asking one’s relatives and neighbors first”, and the
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reasons why the custom still prevailed among the people in spite of this.
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