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Abstract

Starting from the dwarf-throwing case, this paper reveals the legal dilemma faced by the disad-
vantaged groups who are handicapped and in a difficult situation: they seek to earn means of sub-
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sistence by engaging in self-defeating performances, etc., and such self-determination is strictly
prohibited by the law, but the deterioration of the economic conditions will lead to a secondary
injury to their dignity, so this paper would like to explore whether the law can restrict the right of
self-determination of the disadvantaged groups on the basis of the preservation of human dignity?
By interpreting the origin of dignity, clarifying the relationship between dignity and the right to
self-determination, and considering the special situation of this group, in order to ensure substan-
tive fairness and avoid secondary harm, the public power should fully implement the principle of
“autonomy of meaning” and respect the right to self-determination of this group; reasonably alle-
viate the group’s obligation to dignity, and reverse the definition of the standard and degree of
dignity. The public power should fully implement the principle of “autonomy of meaning” and re-
spect the right to self-determination of this group; reasonably reduce the dignity obligations of
this group, reverse the criteria and degree of dignity, and judge and restrict the self-determination
behaviours that seriously harm the dignity on a case-by-case basis; and provide this group with
the necessary material conditions and institutional safeguards, and formulate the relief pro-
grammes for the individual’s survival, so as to promote the substantive protection of dignity and
the realization of personal development.
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