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Abstract

This case ruled that the degree awarding standards set by the second-level colleges themselves
were invalid, and at the same time drew on the logic of the Tian Yong case, He Xiaoqiang case and
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Yang Yongzhi case, and did not evaluate the quantitative indicators of scientific research itself out
of academic autonomy. The original form of the university was a medieval teachers’ guild institution,
and the essence of the right to confer degrees was the autonomy of the group, but in China, the
right to confer degrees comes from legal authorization. The essence of quantitative indicators of
scientific research is not the evaluation standard of academic ability, but the standard of academic
resource allocation, and the quantitative indicators of scientific research that are justified by the
principle of academic autonomy will in turn seriously weaken the academic autonomy of universities
themselves. The standards for awarding degrees formulated by colleges and universities should
only include academic standards, and all requirements for awarding degrees must be related to
the evaluation of academic ability. According to the theory of improper transfer of discretion in
British comparative law, the quantitative indicators of scientific research in the detailed rules for
the awarding of degrees actually illegally transfer the discretionary power of degree awarding to a
third-party institution.
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Table 1. Comparison between this case and classic cases
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Figure 1. The logic of judging “improper transfer of discretionary power”
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