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Abstract

The quality of social development refers to the extent to which each country or region, given its own
characteristics and stage of development, is able to balance its basic social contradictions. As an im-
portant cooperative country along the “Belt and Road”, the development quality of Myanmar’s prov-
inces has an important reference value for infrastructure construction and economic and trade in-
vestment in the China-Myanmar Economic Corridor. Based on the conceptual connotation of social
development quality, this study selects 24 indicators to construct an evaluation system based on 5
criteria, including population factors, infrastructure, economic development, physical geography,
and social stability, and evaluates and analyzes the contribution rate of social development quality
in various provinces and states in Myanmar from 2010 to 2017 by using the subjective and objec-
tive empowerment method and TOPSIS model based on ideal points. The results show that: 1) In the
evaluation criterion level, social stability and economic development status have a high impact on
the social development quality of various provinces and states in Myanmar, and their weights are
0.3159 and 0.2625 respectively; the number of political conflicts at the indicator level, night light
index, foreign investment and the number of employees is more important, and their weights are
0.0867, 0.1059, 0.0876, and 0.1617 respectively; 2) The contribution rate of the social development
quality of Myanmar’s provinces and states is divided into 3 levels, the first level is that the social
development quality of Yangon Province is higher, the second is the level of social development in
Mandalay Province is medium, and the third level is in other provinces and states except for Yan-
gon and Mandalay which the quality of social development is low. Among them, the natural endow-
ment of Yangon Province is the main factor limiting its quality improvement; the quality of social
development in Mandalay Province is mainly limited by demographic factors; Kachin State, Shan State,
and Rakhine State have large differences and fluctuations in each standard level, but the overall con-
tribution rate is at a low level.
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Figure 1. Pie chart of social development quality evalua-
tion index weights
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Figure 2. Changing trends in quality contribution rate of social development by provinces and states in Myanmar during 2010~2017
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Figure 3. Radar maps of changes in the quality contribution rate of social development by each normative layer of typical
five provinces and states during 2010~2017
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