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Abstract

The development of society has given birth to a batch of network appellations. As an emerging
appellation for young women, “Little Lady” has broken down online barriers and entered real life.
Taking women as a specific research group, this paper explores the evolution of women’ appella-
tions from the perspective of diachronic time and takes the new appellation “Little Lady” as the
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research object, discussing its usage characteristics, pragmatic functions and popularity motiva-
tions. This paper holds that the appellation of “Little Lady” for young women plays a role in nar-
rowing the emotional distance, reflecting social politeness, satisfying women’s cognitive prefe-
rence, and making up for the appellation vacancy. Moreover, its popularity is the result of the
combined effect of linguistic factors and social and personal psychological factors.
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