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Abstract

Truth is the life of a documentary. The boundary problem of documentary authenticity has always
been a topic of concern and discussion between academia and the industry. The independent do-
cumentary director Xu Tong’s trilogy of vagrants, “Wheat Harvest”, “Fortune Teller” and “Shat-
tered”, makes the vagrants’ life state appear naturally in the camera, and endows the documentary
with a broader and deeper connotation of authenticity. This paper will discuss the authenticity
boundary of the documentary from three dimensions based on Xu Tong’s three works: the authen-
ticity of the documentary from multiple perspectives, multi-dimensional space-time, and multiple
contexts. Finally, it is concluded that for documentaries, truth is relative. Only by approaching the
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truth to the greatest extent in multiple dimensions can the documentaries restore the truth to the
greatest extent on the whole.
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