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Abstract: Most studies have expounded the textual function of the adverb Dao. However, these studies
mostly considered the modal function and the usage of Dao as a non-nucleus usage. In addition, although the
studies distinguished the two functions, they have not pointed out the connection between the two yet.
Therefore, this paper discusses the textual function and the modal function by describing the semantic back-
ground and the grammatical meaning of Dao. In the following, the paper will use the semantic background
schema and the grammatical meaning to illustrate all of the usage of Dao in whole. Finaly, this paper points
out the connection between the textual function and the modal function.
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