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Abstract: The concept of time, being an abstract notion, is metaphorically structured in nature and such
metaphorical conceptualization is shared by different cultures. Based on Lakoff’s “TIME PASSING IS MO-
TION” and under the developed metaphoric framework of “ego-based” and “time-based” models, the paper
attempts to conduct a tentative systematic contrastive analysis of spatial-temporal metaphors in English and
Chinese, with the investigation involving the classification of source domains, the elaboration on the
co-occurrence of the spatial-temporal metaphorical systems, preference for a particular system and the adop-
tion of spatial orientations. It is hoped that the paper will contribute to people’s comprehensive understanding
of the conceptualization of time, and the spatial-metaphorical structuring of time in particular.
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Eiﬁﬁﬂj‘lﬁﬂ%? A8, R TR — M 4 JRE 2 gy 17k BB “OeFALET 7 S EIRA A “steal time”,
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“a whale of time”, “Those days are behind us now”,

“Time and tide wait for no man”, “Art is long and time
is fleeting” %5,

£ T Lakoff (1) “f [B] )L 218 3) 7 X — SR
MR EEERER T RG: “HR” S8 & “HHE”
Z2IR, AR S P X I ) AR 23 ) 2 T I i Ak 2 AT 4R
o, PN AE SERX MM S RIER TR S &
WA, B a XA 2 R T G AT IR
#ro

2. EfE)RE k2B
2.1. BEREMIfF R LFIR
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5K RIS RIS o, DT 3R A5 56 s () fr) 3L A T
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ARS8, AS[F)E 5 06 I TR 347 M S f e B J ke —
FEA MR SRS AN GE S, e SUE B 5, 1 Lakoff
H1 Johnson(1980) )&l 43, Z1) B4R ] 52 i 218 1) 76 7
B R EEE RIS,

2.2.1. A{KEEMy
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(A) AR
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(1a) in the interval, out of hours, within three
months

Can you take some time out for dinner?

(1b) MBVTIRAEE LT I EER DG .

AT A B E HE R A .

(B) MK

(2a) Time stays not the fool’s leisure.

That tyrant, time.

(2b) JeFAEN, ARK KL,

IR ] 2 BN 1 S AT S D'

2.2.2. LERABGM

SE R a4 DL — Pt 1 g5 Sk M o b — A
M, T PO T AR AR BA A 7 G AT FiR AN Ak
AR I TAIFEAR 2 SCH LA A I i i, 22
BRI BHR LA A ks, ITIRATAT LR RIG . X e <
Bt 77 2o R GRS T [A) s

(3a) spend/spare/waste/save/plan/budget time/money

He is living on borrowed time.

(3b) TETRA L HIR 5 /45 290K st i) 14

AFLRBRGFIS G 780 FIH F S2 1)

2.2.3. ZiE]pEM

R T A AR AT AR S5 AR SRR
—Jiif, EHRSMEMA T, 07, BRI
e P BRI 5 R0, 7 IR, o 23 18] 98 R BT
PRI, AT R S — 4R RS [ AT R . dnas 1)
11 A O NI IS 1IN T (| N = Rl -1 °9 2 I
R E], -

(4a) before/ahead/forward: the day before yesterday;
A bright future lies ahead of him; from this time for-
ward;

after/behind/back: the day after tomorrow; That’s
all behind us now; date back to/look back;

far/near: in the remote past; in the near/far future;
The summer is still far away; The end of the world is
near;

up/down: ascendant/descendant; down through the
ages; move the meeting up a week.

(4b) b: b B, B EA)

te A el W

T MR PR TR T
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Bi: HOOR. HUZE. AU, AU AJTHD

Ja: JER JRE. ER FE. ZRPUS:

whlt: T EATERRER:

Alfi: 10 Akt

1207 SO 3 Y 1 L ) G e 7 P S Ul =
I} [A] ” (temporal compression) 1 i K [ B /] 7
(protracted time) 7E <% 5 A FH AR R IA -

(5a) Time flies by when you are having fun.

Time crawls when you are bored.

(Sb) Al A3 FAE /R

LG KA H g
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WU TE AR “BILTE”. 7E/ Tl ki &Ll -, Nonez
& Sweetser Fll Moore 5N\ AIEAFAE—FAEE ) B IR
(2, LAZS ) [ A 7 51 g ISt it )30 ) B T B
RGO, e IRt b, AT A A B 6 23 1Al 4k R %
BEAT T BBRI > ARSI ROZAEAE T K 2 I R
4. “HIR” A w7 R, ik, B
S G [ RSN R AL s FRATTHE I R] 43 R
PN B @ T id 25 . BIULE R RS (i 1) b Bl —
AN A FS A BRSOk RS
B ANEAS Y daxt (A0 7 BRERATTRT LA I AT
ENHTR G A INRBTEEIPER “ B 2|
AN FIES B P FIVER /a7 20, SR A2 R
FUEE T TR EhAS . B LS I Fray R )
BRI Gy, HmERSE. HAH.

31 “BR” SRER

“HI” Z, BB HoR RE T e
MZH, “CEI” AN A LS, SR
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Ry “BAET ELN, AR WAL EME AR,
“RET RN CORR HYSE SCRAN “E IR AL E A
%o BIINTEE ) “present” BE Sk Fom 2 (Al “1E4% 7,
W RF RIS ) “HAE”. PUBT “BUAE” —ia 1)
ST SRYET L ——%[E] b B O ik S RN
Bl, Lakoff [t “EH” Bahfl “HHE” Kol e
T RS

“IFE FEEhEEm RS, W 1R, BN
(53] | A P ) ety PRI 1) A, WL i L ANl HL )
AR, I AAKRFI S W AER, G g 1
HEJEH1T. 0.

(6a) The deadline is approaching.

The time for action has arrived.

The summer just zoomed by.

Let’s welcome the arrival of the New Year.

(6b) Kk, Ak, KH. KA

. H. 8. 2. EHEZ,

KFAER. BETTR. W Rik:,

FATAE Wsh 10 - 1 1% 2008 4 1 # K .

FE_EREF Hsh, IR O 25 A K
FERRE BRI, WARKER, EdBE, Erid k.

“HI BalEm ARG T, Wil 2 fos, iR
W52 3 78 23 (8] R 2 B 13% 5 (landscape), 52/
(5] Bl A R I 7] e LB AN, IS M B ) — A
IS 1) A, R XA I ) A I B I 1) i, RIE )
k.

(7a) We are racing through the semester.

We are halfway through September.

The conference runs from March to September.

(7b) AR, B, AU

AR iR

PEIR TGS SR AT 5 K7 B, BEA
“OB” 5 R B

FERX—Fam T R get, MEHBE —LLf s
BOEEs) FA, T AR R H A A, I H BT
BEIE, TERELFE B (fictive motion).
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Figure 1. Moving time model

Bl “mtE” Bah

PAST/it % PRESENT/ B4 FUTURE/ ¥ 2k

> ) >
\ A
)8

g’

coo NV ooo
EGO/ H 3,

Figure 2. Moving ego model
2. "BR” B3
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A2 2 1) Sk )1,

BEFP AN B PRI, eI AME ST S
FEAL B B I35 A 1 J5 2 70 KR AE 7 8] _E RS
I, G e T B OS5 AT ik R B R
HeZ, a5 Fras, AR AR B (T i 5% 2R 1505
Tk, VLT BB H CBOI AR B MDA ) — S b
AL TR o 33X (A A TS T I ] 7 A2 1Y
HeHIwE 6 fs, Mg Sl iaF a0 “ sl HE51,
BRI )RR LS B, T N AR A S S
% 5-¢2n i 115 2771 PO T w5/ R O L R 2N
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(8a) Monday precedes Tuesday.

February is after January.

After supper, we generally go out for a walk.

in the following/preceding week.

(8b) LARI/BAJE RIME/JEAE BIZE/JE 3. RIZ/
IEES
VA S TN E 1) E ]

B SR 3 R — L (L)
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Figure 3. Temporal sequence model
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Figure 4. In-tandem alignment
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Figure 5. Mirror-image alignment

5. RIRHET
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e e e e o o2
Y

Experiencer/ W&

Figure 6. An mirror-image alignment applied to a temporal se-
quence
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YEPE I 573 AT ELARI

4.1, IKFHEFEE: [RMARGIEFEmEFMN
Il AP ESLEE S

FEAKFYERE, BRSPS
DUE & Bl #A 5 I,
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IS DL RIS 1R, AbBEAT TR IR EZ IE
“JFLAR IS 8] e 2R T RE AR T ONATTRE I TR 2
B AT SE”, “ DOE X — Fh R AT R,
BT CHERIER, “HIEEE, ‘AT ANEN, 5k
FEIEAE S a0 J @ 44 1A 7 Bl BIGE X B
)7 Z IR IR IR 78 1m] “JI/E 7 s R
e b TSEE I E” Z RS EEEURIR,
FERATES, Af, =1, WERE LS
Jofa kA RIE L, .

(9) Summer comes after spring.

September precedes October.

Hk, BMERAERH “BR” SR, DOEREE
IS, WAL w7 R, o
BT BRI DOET S “H
LR HIENERR “AIRE, HiS, PORR, RAE, HIHE.
W.oHE. BUETTILACK, MRBCCAR” 28k, A HoA
Bz, T I RS ARHEIR N E .
ARG, W RR. SRE, RHTTK. B XL £
A EHWZ, AE, HH. AFH AE A U
L BEEAA. HEASR. BEMOR, TR 4.
MHETE A TR N F46L, SR “ HIRFES)” 1
B Z, XA Talmy £330 - thiE RN (active-
determinative principle)fs 2Ifffe, 7E15E 5 H AR
R LR 1% R34 (fictive path)™,

(10) The vacation goes from November to January.

His tenure extends from his twenties to his seven-
ties.

W, KOV YERE 1) 22 e MR AR A TG 5 it 22/
BRI RS R b PUBEAMILL “id 27 9 “Hi”, “¥
K7 Ay CHTT IRV HEE ORRT BRR. MmIeiRiE
Wk R N CIRT, CORR” N CETT.

(11a) DAHT. MHT. SETCHIBI. AT %

s &fa

(11b) in the weeks ahead of us/from this time for-
ward/A new life lay ahead of him

My school days are far behind me/That’s all behind
us now

WANIEERS TG, DUEREAES, BE
T TR AE A BE R, I LA N R A X B 5 —%f

Open Access

Z MK, WPGER “Ri 7 SEA “front/before/
forward/ahead/forth” 52 %fR; “J5” A “back/behind/
after/hind” 52 %M.

42 BEEEXE: EIT5R/M

FEGEIE Y, FRIETH/N I 8] 2 BIOR S (1) L 06 &
i, FHs2 “precede/follow/before/after”, R[Iis &) I
() LB O B R AE A KP Bl B AT S R R o DS
H, BR T RTRAA RIS SRR E] b R/
KARAN, W “HREERT WziR)E”, Rl DLHBIEE
] ER“ BIR 7 SRFAE, R AR N R,
BCOCOMR” ORAERFEER TR, e B B
kA, BETF. EE#—. F—FE, EMELITE
TR NEL FET TR FTFE. T
et ASKIAR: kAR mAMRERA S . o
i B J1-F {45 “ascendant/descendant, down through the
ages, move the meeting up a week/up to the end of last
week, up to now, above the age of eighteen” 5 /A FjliX —
YERE. MR, JEEMA T4 ] BBk B R
W HEEM S AW B “ E”, Bl THE UN-
KNOWN IS UP, & “up in the air, up in the future”.

DOER “ by N7 REBEREA DGR “ H/wg «,
XA RS o E R B S B DI DG, AR RARE K
FHIG R B ETE, A5 &S5 B SR GORF i€ I T 1)
CELME”, HeAh, R TE] AR R AR R AR 0tk
AR EDERER, HTHERG 77, KERF T
W, BEEAY B HEA T A EINA, H
PR AR S G R 1 2RI [A] “ B O AR
XA o

5. 4518

TS T A 2 ) 2 ) P o e 8L 4 LA 5 S A 1 3t
PE, BESCEMPOET S, ASCHXF LR PR
R, “HIL” SR N7 ZIREE S T
AEERGR, L2k, HS5IERN 2 —E
Moz, RIS R R 48 LT R G % _EAFAE T
HHIES IR ATE XS, flin, W2 e 4ERE
RALWS (], DOEMUR TEM “mfE” S8, BTG
TERE R AIE, JF BAEGDR “ BR” ZRIREH,
PORETGRT S, WEFHDE “Ifsh” g, X
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