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Abstract

Cognate object construction is a special phenomenon in language and its syntactic and semantic
characteristics have always been the focus of studies. Adjectival modifier is an indispensable
component in cognate object construction. Based on the American Contemporary English Corpus,
this paper uses the Collostructional Analysis developed by Stefanowitsch and Gries as the method
of data calculation and Goldberg’s construction grammar as a theoretical basis to analyze the syn-
tax and semantic characteristics of English cognate object construction in an empirical way. By
analyzing the semantic types of adjectives in cognate object construction, this paper finds that this
construction has two meanings. The first one is that the agent cause the patient to present a cer-
tain state and the second one indicates the meaning of the type of patient. Moreover, the first one
is the core constructional meaning. As for the syntax, motivated by the metaphorical mechanism, it
becomes a special monotransitive construction. Furthermore, it can’t be the syntactic diagnostics
of unaccusative verbs and unergative verbs.
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1. 5|8

FELRVENE A S BiR 5 A B E a4 4y e B AR B IRE 71, BeAl BRI 8 & BhiE, A
BT SEIEMOAA BEal. BEEREFRIRN, BATER RIS, A EYshiad e <ib. 76
A BB B, ARG DL, RIS K ) Bl T H I T 1 A2 S B[R 44 1
T, XM 27 FERR N [RIIR 515 45 74 (Cognate object construction). Quirk et al FR [R5 5715 5 45 B 5= 1B
Bl FovERREE TR S . EX—R =S, O AEEE X I s E RS LS EiEa e
[1]. I H Langacker [2]. Horita [3]. 7KA[4]. JEHEI[5]. EFN¥HE, HEFE6]. B, (7] T,
B B[R U N TR A i 2 [RIVR BB 45 M s A a1 — 8053 o BRI, 2 45 m] R NPy
+V+ A/AN + ADJ. + NP,, M “NP,” &5 “V” FEM AL

2. FIRRESRBFRIRK

xof a0 R 1AL TR 7 32 EER AR T 3hiA] L i 5 R EE R A A OC &R - 4, Jones [9] ZHFE[10].
Nakajima [11]+ Sailer [12]. X% ¥E[13]. Kim & Lim [14]. ¥FBH, ERRWI[15)%%. B0 Ed i, TsRemr
FR R B MBS L FR B S A . IFRLX — i M R s, AR EEE . A
RS BT T o BRI S, X T IR RS E SRR =R U 3 08 R0 70 B AR B vl A 48 -
BT 3 TR A S M T (18 SCRE RUE— PR O A OB L2 . TkiX —BE R S, ——ATEE
MBI TE 15 SCRANER Z TEIR I 70 i 23 T WA BT AR Fu 45 ok = — & I dt IR 77 .

(Rl  ASSCA M SIZUE I £ B LA A BT TR 25 A A 18 B0 SRR RO R R 38— R 5 R =B
Ak, 1B XLHIK R, EELL Goldberg IR UiEZE HEIRHESE, DL COCA (The Corpus of Contemporary
American English)3& [ 4 QBTG KL 9 THRRIE, LA Stefanowitsch & Gries F1 K [ #4) 2UHE L 43 41 9 £ 4hs
THRM TR, FEE LI RE: 1) F¥EREEE P RS fE R ? 2) RV 5 i 20
et ? 3) [FENREIE Ak E fr ?

DOI: 10.12677/ml.2020.84075 549 PARIE S


https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2020.84075
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

HEE

3. it

AT F i TTH Oy 3% [ AR5 1R DA S s C 70 ik B0k, 38 [ AL 5 15 BLPE (The
Corpus of Contemporary American English), fiif% “COCA” , it F b KIFAE-FArERE, 1l e
LR, ZERENEREHTTCE 5.6 {21, FIK, #z0E RS 7 Hr (Collostructional Analysis) & H
Stefanowitsch & Gries FF &M, %7715 KA TR AL (lexemes) 15 2 AH I I 115 ¥ 45 #) (grammatical
structures)Z [B] () B3], HARFEMBG IR 5L T R 0iEvE . A0 BL COCA NTERIRIE, 5%
BB AE RIVE FEAE A S BT IS B0, IR — 018 B B TC 0 A it S 205 T 288 ] ) S T i B2
(collostruction strength), MM 43 #1 3L I 25 1] fr) 18 SCRAY

BART S, ASCHRH AR R iEARIER . BT EPRNREREREESEEEAZ, il
BATRAZ R BAICEL 2 AT BT & B B [RIVE G S /A0 R, D5 et R
V5T B3N] o 75 S5 T A AT b, PR 0 Fh ae i Ay [ =B IS S 3R I3 48 40 R « dance, sigh,
walk, smile, grin, dream, breathe, sneeze, scream, die, sleep. 437l LA B3R 11 Nahial & H R 44 1A
FEHEBCIE 207 R 2R 3 UFE COCA B RHE T TR . LLETESNAN “sleep” HIIFVR B A NG, HAk
F: &R : SLEEP a [*j*] sleep 1 SLEEP an [*j*] sleep, VARSI AEIN, 3hia i) U A 2 (-ing/BLAE
grials R B = NFREEUR Had 2 LT R L, R Q) 3):

(1) Ipa slept a restless sleep until just before dawn, when Xucate woke her up and left. (COCA)

(2) She just wanted to go home and sleep a peaceful sleep in her own bed. (COCA)

(3) Her prince sleeping an enchanted sleep among silken tassels. (COCA)

4. BRABIFENERBRRBX I
1. RRAHEIREN SRR

1L AN RS, YA S IR AL 1S R iR AR
VT L B R S A 0 IR, AIBREE R IR 10 DDA “smile” 1 “die” {1 3]
1] ) LR SRS R R B IR K R % TS T AR 102 7, 54 95 Fh, IRTRIE, %
1A HFE TR 2 2 B

Table 1. The distribution of adjectives in cognate object construction

* 1. FBREEGRFRFEANSHIER

il 5 b s e e 2 s i 5 b s e e s

lopsided, slow(2), solitary, sacred, fine
ancient, single, little(2), old

little(3), pathetic, big(2), diminishing, peaceful,

dance feathered, dramatic, giant, pretty, light

sigh
early(8), agonizing(4), accidental(2), ugly (3), inglorious(2),
ignominious(3), easy(3), awful(2), exemplary(2),
natural(57), horrible(29), slow(29), quiet(15), violent(10),

die  painful(7), terrible(6), quick(4), sudden(3), lingering(6),
premature(4), bloody(5), stupid(3), peaceful(5), painless(4),
spectac-ular(2), senseless(2), perfect(2), normal(2), nice(2),
miserable(2), lonely(2), horrid(2)

crooked(5), secret(4), tight(4), thin(3), funny(3),
confident(2), devilish(2), patronized(2), quick(2),
smile  genuine(2), sad(2), cruel(2), real(2), small(2), sweet(2),
scream  toothless(2), watery(2), fake(2), big(2), private(2),
rare(2), practiced(2), cock-y(2), blood-curdling,
human, terrible

wide(2), weak(2), toothy(2), giant, feral, conspiratorial, little(7), big, great, boyish, warm, good, terrifying,

grin  broad, tiny, tigerish, small, new, lopsided, crooked, big, dream terrible, strange, desperate, prophetic, nice, new, lucid,
identical, evil impossible, unsettling

sleep restless, light, fitful, drugged, sweet, peaceful, bottomless, breathe deep(2), secure, long
enchanted

walk tired, short, long, hard sneeze light
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4.2. KA ASREREGRKXIKEE

Ik, FRFEE o HAEE N 2 e AR T BN AR RE . a0, BREE(16] BHERH, SRIAFA[L7].
JRENZS[1814 . IS EC /T =AY, BN MR LA /3T | (Collexeme analysis) i 2 HLHiA 70
((Multiple) distinctive collexeme analysis) LA S 3EAZ L] 43 #r(Covaring collexeme)o 143 Hi B4 77 I
RiF: s DL—Fh W B 7 vE A2 A 2 73 S A 5 A8 2 AR5 e A 7 (slots)-5 47 7€ 171 37 (lexemes)
Z AR S B RS, R IE IR R E RS [19]. BAdckiE, MR AT LAREE
FIR ORI AR G, B R E A (slot) X 7] 37 (Iexeme) [ 5| (attraction) FHE /% (repulsion)” [20].

AR FA A SFE L A ik R B T B L R A2 20, TH R AR S IR =B P B o B, BRI
THER A EAUSR L (log-likehood)BEAT S 11 o 32 FIA4 3REA T 20 HTABEAT X B BL oK L T 53 75 WA i DU A ¢
I3 9 Fivide FE R IR S 25 B (R AL (the size of corpus): FITHIF 704 2 AE TERLZE b ) 518K (the frequency of
C in the corpus you investigate); 117 A 7EiE R} ZE o A% (frequency of A in corpus); 1AIf7 A 7ER) C
454 (frequency of A in C). LLIBIEZNIAN “sleep” MIRIURFEIEA A M, EHE “SLEEP [RIJHEE
X7 PR TMEITE “restless” Sz s RIBRGREE, T 7 DU 43 30l g Fvide B B EE I L 25
B 5.6 14; “SLEEP [FJEEEM” EIEEEF AL 8 TEAIA “restless” 7ETARLE H 15
$: 3504; 7 “restless” #F “SLEEP [{¥HEIHM " F AL 1. ¥ Gries 475 1 Coll.analysis 3.2a°
1E R B HIgAT N BT i B , 159 H 2517 restless 75 SLEEP [R5 51744 20 VMK SC IR 8 17.935624,
EHZ I 2800 5 A SRR R BR B AR 7 0o 32 24 36 3 MBS BIR 11 AN shialfE g i 3hia i [R5 5215
R R FE T s P I, R RS R PR %1, % sleep, scream, breathe, sneeze, walk 4b, 4 6 A ~zhia &g+
RF2E 7 RIBCR FEFERT 8 HITE .

Table 2. The Coll. strength of adjectives and cognate object constructions from dream to grin

F 2. XRIASRIFERIZMNKEKIEE (M dream | grin)

il T2 FRIKIRE il T2 R E
little 80.248705 fitful 22.412746

lucid 18.070684 drugged 21.684728

boyish 17.790044 bottomless 20.988011

dream prophetic 17.232624 sleep enchanted 20.486555
unsettling 16.309936 restless 17.935624

terrifying 15.153375 peaceful 15.699573

desperate 12.739038 sweet 13.357115

terrible 11.437902 light 10.591303

natural 725.080947 toothy 43.693189

horrible 436.218758 weak 28.211376

slow 365.965949 tigerish 26.970265

die quiet 171.498215 grin wide 24.427181
violent 114.884088 conspiratorial 19.423697

PARAE BT RES IR EDAR([18], p428) “HRCM o —R A S RE” —3C,

’Coll. analysis 3.2a ELAKEAE LTI S H 40T Mtk

http://www.linguistics.ucsb.edu/faculty/stgries/teaching/groningen/index.html

SHAR R RE B AT )G B VIR, BAAA: Coll.strength > 3 > p<0.001; coll.strength >2 >p <0.01; coll.strength > 1.30103 >p <
0.05. %4 P<0.05(EP<0.0D)F, HALIT¥E .
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Continued
lingering 83.945657 lopsided 18.257404
painful 82.753125 feral 18.160498
painless 63.795768 crooked 16.304062
Table 3. The Coll. strength of adjectives and cognate object constructions from breathe to sigh
= 3. BRINSRIREEMTKILIRE (M breathe F sigh)
B et RIoE A yizaan RIGHR
deep 30.252965 tired 15.477469
breathe secure 16.05981 walk short 12.961946
long 10.323827 long 10.323827
slow 27.880609 crooked 77.782827
lopsided 19.390673 patronized 50.109742
solitary 16.950735 tight 43.67757
dance sacred 14.845254 smile secret 39.898501
ancient 13.151801 cruel 39.123467
fine 11.289779 fake 36.622967
single 10.79726 fatherly 35.935297
little 9.094787 devilish 35.10215
sneeze light 16.616174 little 33.330152
feathered 19.830857
big 19.564622
scream blood-curdling 27.793243 sigh diminishing 17.825091
horrible 17.757885 pathetic 17.149741
terrible 16.093864 peaceful 14.677164
dramatic 13.270039
giant 12.887586

4.3. AR RAREIHFENIEX O

RG24, DL R 11 N3l 918 15 30 1 0 [R1YR S84 = H 0 % 2510 5 0 sU R DG B B 3 K T
1.30103, M5 2T OCHR, UK LI 25 355 [RIVE FiE i A IR R I Gt . dEANFTEE
TE R TS B R ME A RAT R o [FIIt ASIEIE R A B2 3B % B 1B B £ [R1JE S E i A mT
BUERIAE A o JE—2BXT e 1 nTRUR IR, H IR B e R T 51 FE AN R i I 25 1] 5 (R R R 15 (R QB
FE RS i), FIAER, IR 5] R T 25 i 5 A ) =X ) 5 T 5 Pt R AN [ £ o

Dixon & Aikhenvald [21]M\iE 5 285 5 f1 B B A0 17] 17 B AE SCRAIHEAT TR0, 200 % 0iE X2k
#(core semantic types), JUZkiE XA (peripheral semantic types)PA M HiAth 15 X 574 (other semantic types),
R 13 FEARKIE SR Horp, B0 HTE SRS . FE R (DIMENSION). k¢ M {E A
KBt ; WG ESHEKEA: HRJE M PHYSICAL PROPERTY). A 2K iF (HUMAN
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PROSPENSITY) A S HoA 2 EAE: R, MRl R, Eih. MBI SRIX—iE AR
#E, R B 3 (T 2R AT 4 2RI A RGO 5 RV B f s G AT T B, L3R
4. WLAEH, IXELTEARF TP R PTA 5 SRR, b, RORBE . AL BRSSO A IR
Blo HAR 10 PRI 2500 5 [FR =18 AL 2038 B BRI ek, HRMMEM AN hLr & LA S
() 958 1A TR I ) P g v () ST o BRI 2 Ak, X 10 A EAR B8 SRR T i — PR NI RSE, &
SO BURES SCAME TN 8 i 28) DA R LR PIRES & 1 (s 8 Fils SR AY)

Table 4. Semantic types and the Coll. strength of adjectives
4. MRITEX KB K KR E

TR B2 7~ 45 JEVIE ISR
B long, deep, big, giant, wide, broad 12 38.361646
T ancient, old, premature 6 26.301265
B il (R
i fine, great, good, strange, nice 206 1622.972881
it
AR e 1 feathered, light, warm, new, 56 322.649228
WGE KRR N Amtt cruel ,solitary, sacred, evil, desperate 146 1183.370372
R quick, slow, sudden, lingering, swift 49 516.848863
e hard, easy, difficult, lucid 7 30.416915
AR identical, similar 2 8.946695
[ e impossible 1 5.15378
HAhIE SRR
21k rare, little, single 10 47.780292
frE

5. EIERBWANEE. B S
5.1. FIRRIEAXE S

EJ5v5 W ZE [0 A NIRIR S IE A 70— AR R I B i o, RAERIE “BUE—174E” 1 IE
e O R SRAF SRR AR o 4 2 ] 2 R A 3R BT 28 W m] e AE B Al AR e 4, B[22 5K K" Ik
H7 K SC REGEMIE A (BRI f) I E . B ARER E SRS YECA TS INER, JF
G S A BRI k)7, MEUEE MR “HEH” . EDEE SRR, #2
FeATTEERA, Ry “ARNE R o AT RN s It — 2 A 9 (RIS 5 1 A 3 A% O SCRT R A«
Tt A AR B 32 i S SRR - W R B (4) (5) (6) IR BhiAl 4R Zs Ol 7 A O EFUIR S
AR RFREEAR S .

(4) She sighed a pathetic sigh and I thought of all her space cadet moments differently. (COCA)

(5) He grinned a crooked grin. (COCA)

(6) She smiled a devilish smile. (COCA)

BIRERAIE M AR Z, EHBHER AR R RIEWEE S — 2 RoR 25 2B A
CRIE I S AR (Q2015:114) “HysUREBE W ISR 27— 3,
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W&, “RWZIEER CHFRIRE S AR ZFRMMNE L. RTH A, ECEERI AR T
FERNPEE S 2 W HPIRES JE VE SO L0 BUIRZS o X285 SN BB N 1 2 27 xS 2 W0
JERYERIARL,  Ja RN BRI NN W SRR AT SR RIS 2. BRI, [RIVR i R U i
MRS — Rt F Ik REE S 2 3 2P MRS . R R ZH R E o

IR F IR R SR — RE =, BB B —AERIZE S o Quirk er al. [1RE A7
R ZANTE L4 (semantic scales), 7374 : FRAS/3I45(stative/dynamic); 554%/4E55 2] (grabable/non-gradable);
W TE/4E I 7E (inherent/non-inherent) . 7528 —MNEEH, Quirk et al. [1]145H 5 — “HEFRMFHMERESH, H
FARZ AW I E AR, XMARRIAERE L, BSBEEAGRH T ITRE R, k2,
RSB BI(T) shABEIEI(8): 5 — “ShAILAR M — i 15 SURFHE S EN T PE B U & o5
P, PRI AR TR)_Epn AR o AR —Hlbrbr e, B X2 P TR AR 2 1 2 Nsh &S
AGHEIFERIFE), WFBIO) (10). (11). WA A 5 HF LA (013045 X5 N
AR SR, UL r] AR S AE

(7) *He’s being tall. *Be tall.

(8) He’s being careful. Be careful.

(9) June grins a conspiratorial grin. (COCA)

(10) He smiled a cruel smile as he read her thoughts. (COCA)

(11) Suddenly Malkovich stops and runs to the office door screaming a blood-curdling scream. (COCA)

AR S RGN E, RAE Quirk er al R FRAE, HIUERR S P RIEA R Z AHSILE
(BRSNS 0 HeAh A SR [RIRER, A4 SR LA B & B — A AE I Eh S & X
Wt U, IR R SOR BB AR ST 11 SR st 544 SR B AR SO AR . 4, single dance
(CEHh#E). slow dance(WUAFEZER—H). old/ancient dance (F§H&XFHEEEIMZEMA T T AL HIAFEAR).
Britz Ah, rEEd ks 3 iA “dance” BT ELE HOMESRTE SCEARREIL IR . RIS IR ) & SO 2 A
& TR R RSO IR B BAEZE 23], MR, FAzhiE “dance” &SI E BIHELRTE SN
PUBW S “PREAORAT , K, IR R R A RE I A R N R T RN S
AT FEAE R, RO IME RN S 4 (8 280 15 R F Al S QR s e e v, BRIE, ATAOAY
RIS — R 3 B A A S 1 Ml 52 3 S 0 AR S iz s AZ 0 X

BB F, RoWIREHE SO AR, AN N RIVE 5 U R IA 1) 2 5 BRI L BLRPR
S HE AR PR T . RIS AR P PR 30, B PIRAS J& 1 SOR 0L 0 BLURES SCAER 30
HEAEH, AR SR T RRIRES IS S Wt R E B BT A FE VR T o X Bl ST
WA T ABRE R — R, afsl(12), 58 B30 “ smile ” BT R (1 587 (11X — B E 508152 25 “ smile”
S —FHEAER “crooked” [RAS; MHI(13)H3hiA “smile” 58I “E” XAME, HLIEEZF
“smile” E2EIHAFIRERE L. ENE, HEFZF61WERTE], Langacker 21N “FIREIEW A A A2
AR E BAAH R A g, RIVWT 35 2 6 56 5 DA 8l il AR R SO E HON R — M-S 45, AT
B T AT I R A B R RN

(12) Aurona smiled a crooked smile like she couldn’t believe this was happening. (COCA)

(13) He smiled a smile so bright it lighted up the darker places where shadows surrounded us in the sea.
(CocCA)

PRI, [ o A R AE A 3 MR s i A 3R TR A T R 3RS R SO . — D5, e R AR
T, REFRBUE—EE L, BN — PR R =B . A—J7 T, EwiCERIPERT, FEEE
B IRAT IR X
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5.2. FEiRRIEANBNaEEL

FERIR SR SR A E A R EAAE A [, — R R A 8 X 7 AR shia AR S A% s 1A i) 2 i 6
Ko R LRI KRR = 3 BRSO A B s, A Kshiag —rahin, Hegfd—4ig
TG, TR R A A T A A BBl i) A s T I T BRI i A K I A — FRp ik Y
B R E0?

Perlmutter [24]32 1 1AM AR YL, B A LWshia 73 Sy ARVER shia AR kg Bial . R IE[25]— 308
457 Perlmutter Xf A KMBNREH) 7328 ARERS SR B0 £ 2E SOTR R B IEH L E E, BFIE H 1K
ghia]; AFEARSIE K 3 2ZE Ot W R o s H AR E e iR Perlmutter XA K 5hia )7y 2K
FrUERIE, JAEVEA%ZNIA N dance, smile, walk, sigh, grin, dream, sleep, scream, sneeze, breathe;
RN die. MRS ASCHIRE R AR, A m ks s thm] IR PR s im A U, R #l(14). (15).
I HAT L Sz ] DO B FR =il X, fl(16). (17). (18). AR A& 8hial 5 W 5) e th R 5E
% M IAE RIVR SE A T, DR R B A4 I AN B AR 9 AR B im] 1) 4 i =X

(14) Buldram doesn’t die a natural death. (COCA)

(15) The warrior died a horrible death and had been dragged into the pits of hell. (COCA)

(16) The financial-services industry has fought an increasingly desperate fight against consumer privacy
legislation. (COCA)

(17) Let him shoet his shoot, for God’s sake. ([10], p.28)

(18) Mary cut her cut, and then I cut mine. ([10], p.28)

PR, 3R b (A e Al I 1 A 2 L oy — RbkRe ik i) SR 2 i SO0F B T 5 AR
WITiM . AR BN R T TE A 202 S R B U R i o B P E  d ad —> Ba Ry i S 1 3
Goldberg [23 ]I\ JH sUAL > H R 4K 5 SRIBCFE K M 28 4 H 17 48 2 T) DY A 32 A AR Ak e 77 2 2 X
4% (Polysemy (LP) Links). T4 B4 (Subpart (IS) Links). S245J B35 (Instance (IT) Links) LA & B4 1
#%(Metaphorical Extension (IM) Links). fEFEJERIEMRE REMEI” BiEZ “DER¥ECE” , &
B RS- RS EI YRR A MR R AT RE IR A 1

Sem CAUSE-EXIST < agt pat

|

PRED

o

Syn \% SUBJ OBIJ

\l/IM AR EIED IR E
Sem CAUSE-SHOWING  <agt result-goal  pat >

PRED

Syn \% SUBJ OBLar OBJ

Figure 1. The types of successive connection between single object construction
and cognate object construction

E 1. 8 REMXSRIERIEMNARIKIEIE
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6. 4518

ASCUASAIE 77 N5 5 T PR iR M R a0 T8 SCRS sl (BB SUPE I s, THE 1 RIS

WA AR R0 5 2 SR, 8L 7 A 3 i SRR — 2D A b s A% 0 3
b AR 2R AR BLAR ARV Bl O 3R R AR R SR A% 0 L AEPERS BhiA] . AR SR 3hin] LA S 43)
R HE N FIPR SR I, BRI AN BE O AR AR S sl ia (2 W ) 2K, OF Hod i B 5 o

P
=T

Fry A IR -

&E 3k

[13]
[14]

[15]
[16]

[17]

(18]
[19]

[20]
(21]

[22]
(23]

[24]

[25]

Quirk, R., et al. (1985) A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language. Longman Group Limited, New York.

Langacker, R-W. (1991) Foundations of Cognitive Grammar Vol. Il : Descriptive Application. Stanford University
Press, Stanford.

Horita, Y. (1999) English Cognate Object Constructions and Their Transitivity. English Linguistics, 13, 221-247.
https://doi.org/10.9793/elsj1984.13.221

TR, FEAE B 5 FVR G 108 S 1B 2T [I]. AMEREF, 2000(4): 36-39.

JeE . FVREE MG B E-HRE W E ZERIT]. TR 208 R 2 (k22 B2 RR), 2008, 8(6): 47-51.
ENv, HaE FIREEMA M SRS SRR EBE]. WARIMEZ S, 2013, 34(3): 22-28.

R ER, PR EE TN B R I IR S [T]. AME ST, 2013(3): 55-59.
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