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Abstract

Studies of meaning have always been the focus of British linguistics. As the pioneer of British lin-
guistics, Firth stressed that describing meaning is the main task in studying linguistics. The aca-
demic world generally believes that Firth made two significant achievements, which are proposing
the idea of context of situation and the methods to studying meaning. From a survey of the litera-
ture and a discussion, this paper concludes Firth’s opinions on the theoretical model, conceptual
system and analytical framework of studies on meaning, hoping to shed a light on future studies
on meaning.
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1. 518

{3 (Personality and Language in Society) ', Firth [1]FIRf$2 5 5 2R LR “dt 2l 2
HE S R ST, X WS E RS R T Saussure [2]11) “ g2 U7 (structural formalism) B g
A Ay Saussure f&j FLHIAEIE 5 B /ER “ B T ARK T HES 55 7 (a system of signs placed in categories)
A UFARL ), TG KR AR S S 45 2032 U (structural formalism of generative lin-
guistics) B 215 5 1 T L HIZ5 R . Firth [FIFEASER Chomsky i 5 R M — R I RGN T2,
AN BRI N BERE RGBS, AT UL N R A SRR SE[1]. Firth UCHIE S 2R EAL B S
SERR R AR E S AT SO — T 125 R
2. [ERIBIREIS

ORI J2 Firth 155 HIR I — /MO, Hi bl “IE50ESE” (context of situation) i A H
L, Firth MAZE225C Malinowski FFRIS FR 4k K 73X —MES, T I8 i & . Malinowski [3]R 1 515
BRI R A RS, & “—RILNTRAER KT SRR o Firth WAEEER
P R RIS, RURHE SOE SRR A R 518 5 SR N ZE R 2 (schematic construct), FidE
—IBAR XL A EIRTEAS [F] (TR R s A BT IX ), AH B A R A R, P DL TR — A DR
VAW [4]. HEBNE T KR FH IS Sob B0k DU L/ TE WA L R

A. ZEEWFIEHE: 538 USRS

I) Z5#HMEIEITN;

) Z5FHMIEFIBITN;

B. HHK I (object):

C. ST AMEM. [4]

Firth (120 2144 7 (schematic construct) 2 18 [ 44 G % 15 5 AR 70, (B At FF 3% A 45 HH A2 08 77 BT D A e o
AR, WL E BT BE S E A A OCHEIARRAE, (H Firth JR50A 45 AR AW AR vE . SXAERESI T
PLTR 2 /)

A, B TCVE X A3 b AR SRR E RIS BYRRAE, A Tey2d AT HEBR RS 45, AT 52 15 55w 11 S 2L R
£

B. &Ik E MR (ITEWS, BTSRRI Z 15 = H O P i LS = .

R 1 SoE 15 I N 22 44 X (schematic construct) Qi A3 2 Firth 15 5 5 10 1) A0 o) @ 38 I R A
H COAIE — R A R, FoATTAT DL [0 2 XA 0] #8121 YE 4 B[R] — il 5% P9 0 1) Y 5 (category )
BIINTEE s, (BRI AT AR = T (level) . 1555 /2 T2 2 I —MRifE(single scale)f A7 %73 i, XA
PRERT DU R B, AT DU IE SiBsE b, RETE R —ME S Fhae a3, I HEA T
R EAESNERH AT UG BTLUITE 1R S REH 2 B XRIE. IEwfh 5 SRt pRee: S 50is
X HE 2 EZ I AT A R, R RRIAE R E R . RERNAE— A Z T B —Fh i
RTER B X HFRE TR B FHITHE, RERMHTOEARTEENE SRR T, fEES%
BAFEPBKIIIE —FE o HOT RS AR, 5T BEA A RS RTE B SR X AR 1,
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BIZERH, 2= aih

MEESFIUEERMAINERS, 185 FME WA LEER AR L W5 A .
3. BEHRMENX

Firth A1 Chomsky 7E 15 SOW_FA2 AT, BT &R SCEER1E S A S E T BRI EAARE2], 75 #
N T BRSO AR, P BRI AR T Firth YOS 5 2400 B I7E T 3R L. 341
R E WA, Firth 835 X (meaning) f LI g (function) & 1 [F] SCir] . MASNTE A MR “ 2 L7, BIREA “1h
R, XA “RAm 7 8 “AHE L (internal meaning).

TSGR SR Firth J2HAIHIERIR, EADECEUTFIVNER: WIEE( “HEBR” 2). L=
mEE.

EICJE E, Firth ATE 5 AMYAETE S Wi(linguistic item) 21 _EEA & X, B SMHEB R B S 4E
B, FT LA B 40 2 SR BLLE dn ] 5 AR A I . T TIB ST, W RS L R A i .
EC 5 2 naked " AN F) T B BEATHA D, AATT2 i naked eye "I N4> 146 naked ear ”5#“naked mouth”.
Firth [5]7Ei£3C (Modes of Meaning) 2%, HEEC 4 MR SURA S ZH ERH SRS, ©5 RN
P SO A B R AR S L, R BB R TR A A LI OC £ (co-oceurrence), 51 I X
oI, FRATTRLIZ AT LY R 1] 38 FH 3 B R E ST PR ARG S, VR 22 0t 1A 1 R ST DUX AR . G
“greenhand” W) “green” fE5 “hand” $&RCSE AL TR, PRAE T EIE S

TEEEE b, Firth A 807 BB E R R . fEI0ET, LA RS 5 5
EAEREGHE T, LA REL X DNEBRREHZ 7. Wik Rul, JOEH RS SRR, e
Grm RS X N KEEGERT, XA TR AEARFRE S I E R

EHEE Z E R AT DUX PR LhinsaBh & 20 4, H/ami 5 HAb 19 Mo
X HiBRH 5 A0, »at5H A 4 AeEAN . a5 » KEHFE, (HERMES ERE TS
XRATE

HXHE SR “fERm 7 FEMAER T (The technique of semantics) H A FTAIL:  “R T akitm X
BLINRE S R — RPN RGR 73 BN 4 1 D REHS T AR & SRS 5 T 0 A8 H 85 75 SR AH R 1)
FRIBEF . WA, B LMEER —RINERKRMNE S, B35, B ECFHEH
AbFRAESE BB (A R R 4 [6] 7

TERE S & DhReRT, M43 “iB5 RABAFFER TN, ZaefEE A AT 7", Brili
/e FEIHE A T Hymes [7T]#@H 0 —2iE 5 Thae, BlansEE. s v ROSFITEST. FIRBGIES
BN L2 ThAg, BlanFE. SidE. IS, R, HUR. BhRESCN THE . BRNT, SR RIABE . M
FeAPLIREE

Firth W\, =R R RAEE ST Em BR3P RN TI6E, JHEXMINGEgNn “iEss”
(context). LI 5 A2 HH 1R S8 15 A ) 49 22 200 4 (schematic construct) b2 1), B 4EE & T2 A AME A
FREK, HH5ESPNELIERFIERBEFEMAKR. f£183C (The technique of semantics)
Firth [6]XFEERE: B T VEES PRSI R RINEAM, 158, 1L, WIS AEREMIRR TS
BEANE AP B T ER R
4. G5V

Firth YN, 185 %00 B IN7E T e — RIMER TIE S MBS R 2R, DUEIE 5 A8 A2 BrfE

Fr DAt BV FEHAS R BR T AR TAHE BB P B S A S, IEXARRINE R EIT N 7 — M. &8
SR Firth AR IIRERH “iBR2” (pragmatics)iX —ARiE, {EAbHEE T 15 X 2 (semantics), X AETS#E B
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ATk — 2 ] 7l

SRR, Firth BIEft g 1A E A L. S IR T R LA I RSO IEE

PR RINAEMHIBCR . LRI A SIS EHIEREI, AFEFE S0 KR FR SR —
FEM, RIESIRIESS, MABSFE—BAE FIFRt. RS T o dr BAARIES )79, B SEprisiE
HFE S (contextualization), il — MBS H 1155 (context within context) 7E B K IE T H =4 Thfg,
4 —ME B RES 7E Sk TE 15 (context of culture) i 8 2143 A7 B [4]. H Firth JE50H 45 o T 0B S
()R 22 AR, A9 G0 S AR S5 1) P BB 11 4 4 28 (schematic construct) i A4, BT LA ESE B T 43
A BISAR— DR, H4h, MERRE T AREE BB R, A R R INTHR.
WG, BT ERBEM, Firth YCNIE SIS0 BOTREEITAE AR 733, BA Rl — BN
T A — BB ) 2 Sz N B Al — 2R, (HET Firth 38 LB AR B R A “iB” ok
s, IXEERE AR AR AT B .
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