Modern Linguistics IUfRIE = 2%, 2021, 9(4), 889-898 Hans X
Published Online August 2021 in Hans. http://www.hanspub.org/journal/ml
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2021.94120

AGiEEIA M ERERFESHROHh

RFE

FRAM&E K2, L7 KiE
Email: bellesong168@163.com

ks Hi: 20214F6 HoH; FHHEM: 20214F7H16H; KA HM: 20214F7H23H

=

A CENRIEALE R AT RIEIE P BERTIRE, APRIREANER DR = Ru D ExT 4R (A G
H) #TESHRKST. ERSTIRSTH, RITEFRREE AT TENGHE (SAREGH
WY EESRRHAT N . BRI, BATRISE SR EERAMREIENM, HKEEHR
AR/MIMLENENM] . EARDIRSTTH, fRERNRREESHATRELEBATEM, M
BAH RN A EESSIARREESHRAIR; MRERSSHIANZ AT rffASR
FASRAUM R MR . FEERDIRE T+, B o rimic i A MM E AR B0 R BUIX RS R (6
FREEEH) #RAOHE, XWTRERRTRHRIEESAFARASSE, RETHEAKIEEFRETR.
XA

RATIREIRD, SABRGHEN, B

A Study of Linguistic Features of Donald
Trump’s Addresses from the Perspective
of System Functional Grammar

Fanghui Song

Dongbei University of Finance and Economics, Dalian Liaoning
Email: bellesong1l68@163.com

Received: Jun. 9", 2021; accepted: Jul. 16", 2021; published: Jul. 23", 2021

Abstract

The current research focuses on the analysis of the linguistic features of Donald Trump’s Weekly
Address, and Halliday’s Systemic Functional Grammar is adopted, laying stress on figuring out how
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Weekly Address achieves its ideational function, interpersonal function and textual function. In
terms of ideational function, transitivity is chosen as tool to make the analysis of linguistic fea-
tures of Donald Trump’s Weekly Address. According to transitivity analysis, material process
clauses are most frequently used. Relational process clauses take up the second prominent place.
Mental process clauses take up the third place. As for interpersonal function, modality auxiliaries
are used to make the analysis. And among modality auxiliaries, low value auxiliaries take up a
high percentage of auxiliaries in Donald Trump’s Weekly Address which could stretch the truth and
avoid the potential risks of uncertainty. Median value auxiliaries gain more support. And high
value auxiliaries are often used to make requests to others. In terms of textual function, marked
theme clauses and intertextuality are analyzed. It is concluded that Donald Trump hardly exploits
these two strategies because of his original identity of businessman.
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1. 518

BURTEIE R PRS 5 NIERIZEREGE B T HEAT 10 5806 A BRI AT TEE 3. BUATEE
(5 AR T e 2 <P ORI 43P BUAAUR (B 700, #5], 2019) [1]. BUAREUEE R — g dE& R dE, s
H I IR LA IS HRT R 1TE S AT R TR AR, AR B L AN AT e AT W (5K SCB, 2013) [2]. (&F
J 5 ) 2 5% BUR 1] A RE AL 2 DR A& B AT 20T B, AR Sy pish 2 5 k.
Pk, (AR GEIE) RBRATIFBGA TSR RAETER . X RERAKY, 88258 A
O, e R E RARRENE A WAES S NBUFA 2 5 BER RSB IX RS H I H0E R Ry B
(B AR 1R SR RO PR IEROX AN RIE M, AR BB 1 Ry B I A A5 5 505
S EGE B R

2. REIIREIRE

RGETNRETE & F R B R — MGk L 2, Halliday 72 20 40 60 4K R T 5iEmHEE, )5
kX AEMLEEA BRI T RGIIREIE LK AERR, 2012) [3]. RAVIREIEIEAEHAER: REWEEMIIRE
L. RGBT RNAE T2 DESGEBNEE RS, MIERAD RGP IERA R RRIE DL 2 A
IS 2. DhEEIE VOB F A hEEN, JFHEF AR Mg Er . HALEMEESA =1
JeifiE: BESIIRE, APRThBeAERDIRE. N RIS RN AT RGEREETE I =D I IR

2.1. #E2ThEE

B TIRESR IR 5 X AT I AN I AT O I R R S . e AT g fiE S, JRAMERILE
I R AN R 2 AN A A AR H IRA IR R . R ALE RS IR R, M ThRER /e
1 ZEET Bl RGIIREIRIRIA /N AT DAL SR s K R R, X eish R R T Bl &)
YEINCAM AT . JPEA 6 R R Wi i, OB, SRR, TR, SR
. FMEREAZHES 5H RN, SIS RS — B IR R E R R [4].
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2.1.1. R4

ST, W LB =AWy W, S 5E MRy I FERIERAT] L4 2] 1 754N F
YR FE R R SR AR R A R R OES R RIAM RN O MER. flin. B, g, 5%,
ME, FWE: XRLEAWM: BEARG . HERXREETEYEAGEIRE, LS55 28R
JEYE. AR AR E S A SR B R Gy, HSH5ERESCAME: TR RIS
AT N, AT OB UL Z F G — AR flan “F” XANE. AEBNERZOHETRE,
MARRABEHRT LR, CHEEENSE5E RN SiEdEme D U2 5 il f; 776
HREFR “W” W, 58164, WGEED.

JvE i BRSNS AR, ZANMERZINEEEVNIRR. RIERFADREEPESRE IR
G, NEZRMTHRES . BE. A AR A 2755 B B UK S . XEWEIES i
SIS H RPN, FFEIE RRE A LUEB AR F ML/ SRR, BRI PR 2 4T 18 & 4 )
HETH,

2.2. ANBRIhGE
NFRIDIEEFE I R AEE PP @A A 4E P 4 2590 R . BRALEE A NE 5 22 F R3S LLIA B 4 P 4 25 5%

ZAF A ANAT N B, XANTHRE AT DUBIE S A S R GRS . Hrb, 1B RIS E ST
RIAZBRTT AL B, ATAERRIR . BRI, fr s BROLThAL . 152047 I 2 2105 A0 1 A A 200 A
W 5] .

2.3. BRIhEE

BRINAERIE S AG T A WERIER R, FEMEMLEN. ERSEMAEETFR =M%
U543 (Halliday, 1985) [6]. FArfe/ N a) g sy, AN EA AN iR A, FE 47— 2
BE, RAERHELR. 6 FBMEMI/ NIRRT L/, BRFE FEM AN AR N,
— R A TR R B E L R (Firbas J, 1971) [7]. EAAE BE5M) 218 T 90U b, B3N 5 A 45 ks
BEGEIER, FRERESIE RS A AE R A RIS S HA AT IR R, PR IRE T =
(Halliday & Hasan, 1985: 47) [8], tHAFEE—3CAH M LR, FH—i&RM LA T2 B, B
DL, BRALAER) ESCVESR) SR, B0 G T S 0 R B 0% 2 (intratextual ) FIHE R 2 [A] ¥ B SR & (intertextual)
[9]-

3. WAREMR T *
MRS 5%

(G EYE) BIETRE 30~40 FRETIGN &N, Bt 8GR LI iR, 3L E KA
VrR%, MRBOE, WPHATE), FREEERAREE L, SR TRERMEN IR, 25, (BEEEH
WY BONEEBGIES . AU SN (AR GBI TRk, R S URHE S

e, ASCERLT 2018 4 FAEERRIE (R AT, B2 2018 £ 8 H 1 HA 12 R, H
W, IEHARGIhREEZAT R (AR AEUE) T8 fEAdEGEL Y, FERH T,
B E LS R G ThREIEVE T = Koo e TR B (A B AR o H@d gt &4 sh
PRI FRIN AR 7RV UF PO S D BRI RIS i I8 I A0 M 1 25 e B R T U R A PR DI Re RIS i 18
Tk 43 BT B ST H s AR R D e R IR A
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4. AREZIMETHL
4.1. BEZINRE

WS ThRE R AR TR IEAA & LR . FEIXFS b, AR LR iR A (A A Eh) .
4.11. Rtk

Table 1. Transitivity analysis of weekly address
#* 1. BARGRHP RN

I Yo e DI N SuRE HiRRE 119 e iU Bk
1 8 4 9 1 0 0 22
2 10 2 6 1 0 0 19
3 10 7 9 1 0 0 27
4 15 5 8 3 0 1 32
5 17 1 7 2 0 1 28
6 26 0 5 0 0 0 31
7 25 3 4 2 0 0 34
8 17 3 9 0 0 0 29
9 10 0 7 1 0 0 18
10 15 7 6 1 0 0 29
1 15 10 5 0 0 0 30
12 1 3 1 1 0 2 28

BTk 179 45 86 14 1 5 327

i bt 54.74% 13.76% 26.30% 4.28% 0.30% 1.53% 100%

T LMK RR T CBRBEEYE) R AR . BANEIERAH 26 A/,
fEIX 6 MR, PR SRR 54.74%; O FUEFRANSC RIS AR LLBIARXT BN, 35008 13.76%
A1 26.30%; i FRLAEPT S AIEEBI Y 4.28%. AFAEIEFERT S HTEEGI DY 1.63%. 1E 327 AN/NE)H, AT iR
AT RA 1A L, ARSI OB A RIS

1) Mpid e

VIO R i IS AR, RN B RIA RN SRS, fie T RAEFI I FE, RIS Sk

“fi” B (Halliday, 2000: 179) [10]. KA RN RZ, FATRiE 2018 4F 2 H 10 HI¥ (B H
BRI UL RN E R

1 1. Glaring loopholes in our laws have allowed criminals and gang members to break into our country
[11].

AT R MA Y R R . iS4 /2 Glaring loopholes, H #Fr+2 criminals and gang members, 4%
43 F2: to break into our country. F5Z F, glaring loopholes /& JCi2: At ) fo X N EhVERT, HZRFRAME A
1 YRR DA VR ERIRIE I fE FE R . XA AT I R IR %N Criminals and gang
members break into our country as the result of glaring loopholes. FifLA, #J5 it F& /N 45 S AL G
LW A g S0 IR BRI 6 P B, AT HE SV A 2
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5] 2. For example, under current law, unaccompanied alien minors at the border are released into Ameri-
can communities no matter where, no matter how [11].

XA F M h AR R I R FE /) . unaccompanied alien minors at the border /& 52 5 # (Bh1EXT %), are
released into &R RV L FEMIZIFE, For example, American communities no matter where 1 no matter how
FEMI T o AN A TS, R BOA B SERR A -5 [ 2 R BURF, X H T B
fodi thiti s, WRBEBURMERS R B 5T4E, B Shda M AV 4 1.

1 3. But she’s paying a very big price [11].

AN S A& she, PIFUEFER is paying, 233 & a very big price. SZfr b, IXAN/INA)EFF
BRI 4 J5 R FIWT . FRATENHRVESAT RS g 7 21 POt S 250 B 2 O B R /)
FIR IR (HRRF AT YU R IR N Ot I 258, IR R T AE P LB M S Lk N B RIRZ .

PA_EAl-7-# 2 2018 4 2 H 10 H (BEE G UE) Bt e INa] o R B A 8 3 ) R 400 o i A
ANEJ AR IR 1 P AR B AME ORI BOE e, S AMERE B B 48 B it g DL RSO X R VA RS
IR T FER NGRS, YIS FAb e R 2R (R fg, DA s i ) 2 W

2) DR

YIRS FERR AN A58, OIS RERA N O R AL . OISR HTECE 2018 46 H 2 H
KRB (B ST .

15 4. From day one, Senate Democrats have shamelessly obstructed, stalled, and filibustered the confirma-
tions of hundreds of talented men and women who are eager to come to Washington, D.C. to make a difference.
They want to serve our country [12].

TERZBOES, B HT AN OB R N A SRR S AN, BN R RIS R,
XK HEAOS 2R BB AN OB RE, Ho i $ 2 hundreds of talented men and women, /U B
T 42 eager to come to, ¥R +& Washington, D.C. to make a difference. % =AN/Najth 2 OB .
HFE 2 they, O FITFESE want to, FRESEFEE serve our country. &5 AN = AN/ MRS L S R
FEHTHEF RIECCL B BT A A i B DAk,

15 5. They don’t want border security for two reasons. Number one, they don’t care about it. Number two,
they are afraid it’s going to make me and the republicans look good and they don’t want that [12].

KBOGHA LAOEERE, I H AR AR . BT X0 B R R g A2 they B Senator
Democrats. 4 B FH 0o BRI R 220 455 22 4 1) () 0F Sk A 1) IO 30 2 08, R R F 50 S WA 5 208

==
Do

N

I P32 R 4 T 2 W R IR e BEAS B S ER A ER A NMEIR . AR P, RREAE g Tr S
RIEENBEAREEERE N, XA T SEE S 2250k, W I =A07, JATE R BT
TP OB AR S RN ARG, ik BIFek s ZURE 1 H

3K AN

REALFERMAE —F R R, KRS, —MRRERREE, — M2 RERE. RiE
B 2018 4 6 H 23 HiY (HAHGEYE) Kotk Ridik.

f1 6. While illegal aliens can only be held for a period of days or weeks, it can take years to move their
cases through the legal system to actually try to send them back to their home countries. It is a ridiculous
process [13].

FEXBOET, 5 =ANNEGEFUIRE, R 7 EIR BE R T E R R k. BE A
NI R R IR AT T B RS . X2 MRRR R, fridid it AT HE SRR, IME
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51 7. So, the Democrats are obstructing, the Democrats don’t want border security, the Democrats are
okay with crime, but we’re not okay with it [13].

KA RTINS INE) 3 AR O R AL B R, fR T R E SR TR AL . F AN
AR JE R R R LB AR, S—AN/Na)h democrats 2 #4&, okay with crime 2@ 1. 5 —AN/M)
we JE#E, not okay with it /2@ M. IRITHT ATE NS 224 1) 8 AT BTk .

IS O¢ AR I A FAT T AR IURE B 0% SR R N PRI BOR 206 T S PR

4.2. N\BRIhgE

NBRIIREFE /& NATTRIE & R A HAR N SSAT, LA RFE NBR G R, FIE S R MR NI4T, [H
I G SRR A B ER 2. AR OE =N A ERS. HEE X
&g, HAERRMEN NS MM NE KR, RNEETE 5 R 1E N S50 iE A 8 Btk s A Fi
PRI ZR, UNUIE NI B aiflaE. 3Tk, BATREY (R GHEDE MESRGED T
HAERRF I (A AU BIE SRR

42.1. BSRS

S RGOS W& AFRACHE LS SR EE . A SCHE S B sl g AT 4l
HE A F R 253017 i SR BUAS A A A 2 A RAE A . 72 2 5 7R 2018 4F b4 I (6 ) L 2 T i)
w17 25 Bl A 90 A 75 o

Table 2. The distribution of modal auxiliaries in Weekly Address

®2. (BEBAEMW) PESTNSH

5 &sIARE K= it )=
Can 18
May 0
IRAE 301 22 36.07%
Could 4
might 0
will 14
Would 2
Should 3
T A Bl 20 32.79%
Won’t 1
Wouldn’t 0
Shouldn’t 0
Must 7
Has/have to 8
E A B Mustn’t 0 19 31.14%
Can’t 4
Couldn’t 0
it 61 61 100%
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M ERATLLE H, 7€ 2018 4F AR B i f M pb il b, IS Bhahm S IL I T 61 k. Hodr, i
EIE A B E WA S S, (N 36.07%. HEIESShIE S 32.79%, B A1 mIMEES
Bhahinl ()4 I 5 31.14%.

1) ARAE 31

B 5 A5 3h 18 €145 can, may, could F1 might, KB EAZ) ] IRAE U015 #00 A HARUE TAE, 78
FrEAY (R EEVE) ik 36.07%.

151 8. The gang member reportedly entered our country through glaring loopholes for unaccompanied alien
minors. The Democrats allow those loopholes to be there. They could change them so easily, but they don’t want
to do that for strictly political reasons [14].

Ry B4R DT R SRR IRVER ROE AT _ BT E N . A “could” Foid IR 56 2 W A RLZ AT LA
A2, ABABATTERE IR AE . ARZS 5 BRI ARKT R 56 I IR ET AR

f1 9. They just want everyone to be released into our country no matter how dangerous they are. They can
be killers, they can be thieves, they can be horrible people. The Democrats say it’s okay for them to be in our
country. | don’t think so [13].

FREAEH can RIE T AMRES B S IO TR, IR SRS REAT AR R T AMITECE BRI . R
W5 KT AR I B AR XK, A& S F 40, DLARM A EGE H 1.

MR CL BT, FRATTA IR B 1 A AR O B A S R AR A A E MR ES KRS, BRE S
BUREAL H .

2) FETEShE

A5 A 3hiE 5 will, would, should, won’t, wouldn’t F1 shouldn’t, Z4FRAM (&EFE B S
SR R S G A shiE 4, 5 39.66%.

511 10. 1 will not rest until we have secured our borders and restored the rule of law. We will win, and we
will win soon [15].

TERZRBOES, RpRIEALIA 7 — A AP RAS B T P 5 il R K S . X Bl will j2 45
W AR A U AR I A 7] L

] 11. Chain migration is a disaster and very unfair to our country. The visa lottery is something that
should have never been allowed in the first place. People enter a lottery to come into our country. What kind of
a system is that? It is time for Congress to act and to protect Americans. Every member of Congress should
choose the side of law enforcement, and the side of the American People [11].

FEIXAME 7, RF B B AR EE 2% 2UR8 R0 36 R Ui e — 37 R, At th R 2 R AS IR A ) 52, 28
—> “should” 7R B X 5 BE AN, 55— should R —Fh .

FERFRI (RERHE SR ARSI, AT RS 301 K2 145 B T A
AR ORI Y, XM s BEAT SR 4 AT SOCIRE 7 BRGNS . RIRr RIS (R G uE) M
15 A5 By F R A5 Wi A% 2 BRI 28l mT EASCA 21 I AR ) 5T AE

3) AT A BhiA

BB must, can’t, have/has to, & (BRI GHEVE) H 25.86%. LEIRATKEE FHM—
L5 5

51 12. But if our brave federal agents are going to be successful in stopping this deadly epidemic, then we
must stop lawless sanctuary cities. Sanctuary cities release thousands of dangerous criminal aliens into our
communities—including drug traffickers, drug dealers, and vicious gang members [15].
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XA B e KT M BT 2R 250 R ORISR, BN B AL S HR R ARFE R, BT
36 AR SRS B BEME T o S E IS 3) A must B 7E SR M @ 2 F% ROEE, AL AadRim R
K H il AL

5l 13. After a thorough investigation, my Administration documented China’s unfair trade practic-
es—including forced technology transfers. As a result of this investigation, we’re taking concrete actions to stop
this abuse, including proposing tariffs on select imports designed to save our industries for the future. We have
no other choice. We’ll get along with China—they’ll be friends of ours, but they just can’t take advantage of us
any longer [16].

XA ST 2018 AFE ST Sy o Ry B A BURF IEFE R BT SR A 1) SR8 J5 H e S 5 3)
] can’t FAk L FT i 26 5 S i) Tt

R, R RIS S35 KB AL B A E v, U 5 P T A s S AT S
BRI 2 2 A SRR T B IS A3 W) 22 F T N Sk S UG 3 2K
4.3. iBRIHE

BRI AR TR R ThRE . fEX — B JAT R A bR AN SO AR A (R L S 3 ED)
IR TIRE . Tohrid 248/ MY FEER G EL, BFMER 78 24/ EA B AR IE E42[6]. AhridE
Rrha)@EE S EE RN, X5 A H 0. SRR 50574 BT 73 D M B ST RIS
YEHE M. B4R — A CAREE 5 ] B, RS N eSOk “A i R ERA[L7]. E# 4R
B AR B EOSCRERS R I UL I EN IR %, SCBLE AR R AT S, R — R R I
W 5 AR RS )7 2 T THIFRA TR B R FR S TR A AR 0 A NI GO A B R T A AT

4.3.1. BEFigEL/Na

f5 14. Fifty years ago, this spring, Dr. King was cruelly taken from this world by assassin’s bullet, but the
promise he fought for could never be taken away [18].

ARSI, H—AN/NA]: Fifty years ago, this spring, Dr. King was cruelly taken from this
world by assassin’s bullet. %% —~/N7): but the promise he fought for could never be taken away. &—/N/)
RIRA R CEE XA/ NN Fifty years ago, this spring &R1E, 784/ EA7. 8 AN RS EE
fi/NE], but TR, ANENAJREE Y, HAEREM AL 4342 the promise, i H. the promise £/
) i PR, X R FERTE, S promise 7E4) T I HLAT . but the promise f&iX AN/ o L 1F (i 47,
but 7E1E i @ TR BIE R E B E SC Fr LA N i) 347 8 T-hRic It 2 T AL/ .

TERE I (R L BT TR, KRG 78 B BN a)brid Ve R 2, & Last week, Iwas
so pleased to be joined by Dr. King’s niece, Alveda, as | signed into law the Martin Luther King. Jr. National
Historical Park Act [18]%% . % B iz FH I [APIRVE A7 /N A) R IE A& R R I [ 2 N T 4 W A% a8 B il 5 i S5 30
TEM KR, WA FIRZIED G o 53 40 J7 2R = A /Na) b5 UL, 5140 : For example, under current
law, unaccompanied alien minors at the border are released into American communities no matter where, no

matter how [11]. X AJiEFLRIE 7 IAT RN 2 T 8RR B i) i — A s B 5

432 BEEIMH

{5l 15. God bless the memory of Reverend King, and God bless the United States of America [18].

{5 16. As Laure says, “every little bit helps.” And this is more than a little bit. Well, Lauren, like every
hard-working American, you deserve to keep more of your money. And you worked hard to get it, now you’re
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keeping it [19].

%] 15 R AEH R S, JUPRAL S G H SRV &5 X A)1E . 4 16 REIE 51 1 Lauren i)
JRAE, XAEREE . BT SCWERIGITE 12 R IEE 7 4, 5HAMEBUR AL, RERE
FEBE Y B MR

SEERFE (CBERE G EUE) B IR, AT T AN FEA ORAE AT B 1) BN )N
T, BVEHECIERIAWEUD . BT DR R U LR R, AT AR e B TR R DLRT RN S T E
5 45iF

AR M ALEE R G RETEE X RF I 2018 48 EAFAE R0 (BRI B S TE) MBS it T b, &
g, MR (R HGETE) MBS TR, BATKIUE ZIE T KA TR, YR b R
Ky HUGERARS OB RE . Hor Ry 92 YOS R /N R T 5 2 g sh B I 48 e AR LAIK 3 16 i 5t
ERIH . JFHAERGZAL A OB A F i R R DA, R B e (e O I B Rk, DAKE s
PHAOZ L o R I O B R /N IR SR UG, AR AT AR AT AN . R s R R RE R
EH ORIV AR L. HO, BT (R G EEUE) BIABRIIRE DT, FATTUR IR B A AR 15 A&
BN AN E 1, AN 5 P TR R KU s AP P EL S BRI KRR T 2 (32 SR T eI A5
Zhia 2 H AN B U SR tE EoR . e dm, AT (REA LG UE) BiERIhaE T AL, ARid
Ve BN IE R —, AKBUA T BT FRALZER, XO0E TR (R B GETH)
HABBARA R U Bk
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