Modern Linguistics JLAUEF %, 2022, 10(3), 405-412 Hans )X
Published Online March 2022 in Hans. http://www.hanspub.org/journal/ml
https://doi.org/10.12677/m|.2022.103052

“Involution” 5§ “AE" BESEE

My imd%
HIRB I B sh E A B, EIR

Woks H . 20224F2 180 FHEM: 2022437 17H: KA HI: 202243 H25H

R

“WE” RN INIGEEFEARSI RG], 1986FFHANENEARR, MAE2020~2021F 21+ HM
KHXKREE, hEETEIBEIFEER“NE” 51986 AR “AE” R (EFK. “involution”
EFRERABT “WE” X—RIE/S, XA/ S B TAFHES, HELF GEERTIITER,

FERARIESRE T R EIE R R BAEY) 2 SRR A B . TIAE20204F “ 487 X —RefE I BRI A
faVEms, AT “WRAARRES” X—HFtS LEEIRE . X—BULIRIT RIS EX
K3 hn, RERIRIT P XIERSHERRNARIOB SR, HRARE SRS H i 4 503 30T
PE. HTLFEM, “involution” 5 “HH” HEMAERT EHEMA LIXER, EEXERREEDR
AT SRR RER 0 77 th SR T B AR R

X in

Involution, ¥, B, X&EE

An Investigation into the Translation
Equivalence between “Involution”
and “Neijuan”

Jiawei Yang

School of Foreign Languages, Chongging College of Mobile Communications, Chongqing

Received: Feb. 18th, 2022; accepted: Mar. 17”’, 2022; published: Mar. 25th, 2022

Abstract

As a Chinese expression translated from the English-speaking world, “Neijuan” was introduced in-
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to Chinese domestic academia in 1986. After its trending in Chinese internet community from
2020 to 2021, the official interpretation of “Neijuan” in the English-speaking world had become

» o«

different from its connotation in 1986. The Chinese equivalent of “involution”, “Neijuan”, has the
signifier used in the context of economics, but the study of the Chinese corpus shows that it mainly
reflects the botanical worldview and theoretical concepts. In 2020, the signifier of “Neijuan” tran-
scended its original referential category, producing a new social-psychological meaning of “inter-
nal energy-consuming competition”. The increase in meaning brought about by this cross-cultural
traveling constitutes a conceptual variation affected by the change in cultural contextual parame-
ters during the traveling of a theoretical term, as well as a semantic migration resulting from the
imitation and replication of a meme. For economic reasons, “Neijuan” and “involution” had direct-
ly become equivalents in the mainstream media, but their equivalence entails reinterpretation in
order to be understood and accepted by the Western world.
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1. 518

2020 4F R AR, AL SE AAT I LA R T G A T IR SR TE s Ve, “B 1
R, CNET XEARETARGFENARE G CRE R B, # (R SOET) N 2020 K
Tz —,

Pl AR e, E D Ak 222 KBS B (Phillip C. C. Huang)ft 1986 £F4fE i H S35 2% The
Peasant Economy and Social Change in North China [ s A (AEALHI/INR G F SE2ARE) , ZMRASK 32
BRI « 358K “involution” MESHEHEEN “WE" o “WHBNL” (&N “953h 1Iiakx
WREHEE ) [2], MfE “ABEL” HNDGEERTL . WEEFIE, ZEFEAL T oA I A A S 2+
BRI, SRE AR B, T IATE 2020 W25 7E 410 )5 IR Rl 9 Lt LA BAA T R L. £
M E] 2021 4F 10 H 6 HESATH RIS E e ta PR Qi vhep, o S 5 95 K Ad 2= MLk
ZRIES “NEB Ry “irrational or involuntary competition (AEFEVE N B354+, BUE “HHIE” 35497 [3].
AW, 2021 AEEFAESSEI AR “NET 5 1986 AN “NET 584 BA R EANFEE L,
PE7tHEFL ) “involution” FEREZE AR 7 BB “WIA” —8l, 7E 35 475 1 2021 AR i X 4 i I R 5K [
B RAE T8 SR o BIF TR — 0P B B I B AC” el A3 45 S LRI, R AR IX —EBR 15 0] (115
SCTEWFRARRRAE, 0T R S SO R L B R R .

2. Involution ZEAFHANE N AT LR

B — MAEPEE S T R SORAS, AT AR SRR R IEARE . — SOk, W)
CUBS R LA IE . HARE S IBRME R, SR SR I UE S8 2 R B TV 115 SO AV P ER2E . AR 9%
T SR BB I S A TE B KR S E /R I £ 4 A OED (Oxford English Dictionary) i fi#Fe, ZimKH
$i T E 41 involation-em, BT EZ I involvére =N involve. #R#E OED [IfERE, W LANERE 4 Fh 32 X
T, H—RKILL “HBNELYELE AR NG %0, Ja =My B R R S 1) () (RILZm )
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Bl 2) CEEAE) (FE)BI: (EMF)BRM(SEHMEAHR); 3) (RE)FTT: (JUMX&: VIE(Z).

i1t Google Books Ngram Viewer (1500~2019) k2 (T &1 1) w] i, %A 76 9¢i5 H b & - LT 1820
4F Peter Nicholson ] Essay on involution and evolution, %4 H 7 U245 X [4]: “INVOLUTION is the
method of finding the value of a function expressed in one or more affected powers of an unknown quantity ac-
cording to any given value assigned o that unknown quantity.” ( “XF& " J&HR 95 A 5028 & 1 e SR 15 26 Bl
77, ZREUE LR E ) — DA W R RN, BH %, ). 1891 A% (e R4 i)
B AR A B A, T 1890 4E HE AR ) The Encyclopaedia Britannica [5]%% 10 % A Dictionary of Arts, Sciences
and General Literature 55 401~402 TUH [FFF 45 H 2 J LA 2552 o

1800-2019 v  English (2019)~  Case-Insensitive ~ Smoothing ~
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0.000040%- involution
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0.000000%-= T T T T T
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Figure 1. Frequency of occurrence of “involution” on Google Books Ngram Viewer
[ 1. Google Books Ngram Viewer £ “involution” 9 I 551 2R ph 2k (=]

%F “involution” 5 “involvement” ¥ R[/EA “involve” 1441 E20( “involution” /2 “involute”
41AER), HMNNE 2 affghgsie, fEG 7St “involution” [ ARz KT “involvement” .
LiaikE, “involution” FEFEJTH AR —ANRAMENL, 1E 19 ted, MM sRE: 3T
20 40 30 FATT4R, AFEFARFEARGT . BUAY EK.

0.00400%-
0.00350%-
0.00300%-
involvement
0.00250%-
0.00200%-
0.00150%-
0.00100%-
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0.00000%+ - - =S ‘ ‘ - : K involution
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Figure 2. Comparison of frequency of occurrence between “involution” and “involvement” on Google Books Ngram
Viewer
2. Google Books Ngram Viewer £ “involution” 5 “involvement” B9{# R SHiR#aE3tEE
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RGN, T “WET B TE T B (Immanuel Kant)Ze CHIET /3EA) [6]9h 2 H I “ 53
& (involutionstheorie)” , 5 “#{ki” (evolutionstheorie) M X} 8, FIF i )5 45 (3= X) epigenesis A1 il (£
X)) preformationism 47 2 o] fUE I R JEIT[7] [8]. BAR[OIMN Al FEARE A X EfRieiE. “HWE
(involution)” & —AMhox ik R B FPAE— € Py se it i, ER—NE EXNSE. Wi, B4R EIK
i, 5% (revolution) FlE (k. (evolution)#H X 5ll, A& Kotk 2 BERIZI MR BE &, J58 KRR gL,
Bk WA SR

B 7T AR L W B AN, AT LOTR S R SE [L1]HIZ5IE, 7675 J5 22 AR 5, involution
Z/REE AN DR LR R 1), W AR R RIBUA S = KU W R UOZ A 7R L AR T
AR, (BAEE R ARIR 20 Cve y— N RAIE, X — a5 N ] 2 7] DL 356 .

Table 1. Definitions of “involution” in Western academia
F 1. “Involution” ZEFAFRNEE

ibney 5E X Rty
WK « BB

(Alexander Goldenweiser, 1936) F AR AL R ST TR AR
B IRRK — Pk 2 BB AR S — R R Bk B —Fh i 8 1T 3K S

(Clifford Geertz, 1963) o, EFRATTETE A N 5 — Fhm R T
R e - o~ -

(Phillip C. C. Huang, 1986) ST BN R ESUES
FEHERY (B ZF AU B 5 K IF A 1 1 5 Ekh 2 Rk R HAT I o

(Prasenjit Duara, 1988) REe i

R {68 S WA 1] B A IS A 38 T 8 4 9] i (hittps://wwwe. urbandictionary.com/) 7E 28 WX 3, “ involute 7 5§
“involution” /2B #2022 4£ 1 A 21 HA M A& Yohndafohn #£51i 4. “Involute (W& N)” 1R
SN “A person who relentlessly works the hardest and the most hours possible with a negative connotation of
giving in to our corporate and governmental overloads. (A~ 4% 71 TAE f KB TR N, FLA 1) 28 ) FHIBURT A 612
i TAEJE R A 5 ). 7 “involution” [I% SR “A spiraling decay of mental wellbeing. Especially in
modern day China, referring to a feeling of hopelessness, pointlessness, and dread created by an oppressively
competitive and overworking society with strict expectations. (i {g 5 i) 2 e sUEE ML 45 51 & AEBAC [,
TR — A i S R R e SE o B AR R A it O TE B L e SO BRI ) . 7

e E W “AE” BT IZ M

1) (&0 HaRPEARE, Rl E ZN)REH MK AT S, BT IER R,

2) (frial, fHIE)AL T IR BRI 56 S IR RPIRES /24 tH BRS04 Re IR B 401%%

3) CriAl, HTE) BT [E RS N 18] PRI R 5 4 T SE N 4% ) 2 ) BT AR S K T

FREE AR E XN A e DR R, IR Pt g, fEREE T, BE
XA XA HE T “WE” AP EENRZIEREL, B —ERiE.

3. “AE’ EFENENRE—R

T I K2R VS PRI T A 5 L OR E (3% PE U 1815 4F 48 1919 4 [A] H HAR 6 1 [t B s e 7 itk 24
%, http://mhdb.mh.sinica.edu.tw/dictionary/enter.php), T 3% involution B§ involute 7£ LL R ] Bl 55«
=& (Samuel Wells Williams) (JEAEFIF DI ) (1844). &' 1718 (Wilhelm Lobscheid) (2% 4 = i )
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(1866~1869). = H(Justus Doolittle) (FEHEAEMREIF) (1872). F B IREE (ITHG ST 41) (1884). i
R (Jete Rfrd) (1908). PAL%E(Richard Wilhelm) (fEsife Rl i) (1911). #5iEdEtes v
#(1913). ##3EF2 (Karl Ernst Georg Hemeling) (532 5 18 ) (1916) . 7EdR P WK (IEAEFIIT i) (1844)
W, involution [FRE SN “HR” .

5% %2 involution 585 I 19 XI5 “ 43 %L/ A (the state of being entangled or involved)” YR 15 it ]
PLRHL, (IEfEr i) (1866~1869) K5I A\ “involution” Y “fLNH” Al “Fl” z &, MiEHiafd %
HELTY “B%7 . “GENEE)” . ‘Y% . “BRELT . “EaT SRS 1T “involute” — 1A
AR (Jefet) (1866~1869), ¥EA “REWME” , LG ZiA 2 8 LA 2 L RN “iizk.
WA, AROFZR” . P BEWIR” o (AR IRRR, AR VG OCE RARSEFS(1878~1925) /1 (HFEIRE
TE) (1916) 1 K MY 75 X ¥ “involute vernation” BHEEA “ I35 2EEE” | BB M AR LT BLPE SR
B, KREFEPE B IRIEF IR I NS B

1950 4, A5 BB E g (AR KIS i AL AR, =BRE R AT . i
“involution” FHiEA “ 457 AL IR TAEY) =15 5E o Bl P2 324w 1) (SR80 L) (1989, 1991, 1989,
2007) B AL £ 1K — JEL K

ARERR, REFEDGTHRIT “NE” X—D3FECH —HRE, ZH AN E W IE R
AR fa]—FB EER S . RATEE RN,  “involution” 7 1986 4EiE N rh EIESEN, B#H BARWEESE T Y4
Wi “NET ZEES, EE (RIBR/NREFF 5HSZIT) WXXARESE S O A AEY Y EE
X, TR S ER CAET TRAE TR R R b ALl I R R AL R E RS BCC B RHE
(http://bee.bleu.edu.cn/) [ #3501, —HHAR, “WE” WY EVMF R LAREZ, EL2F%EE L
BT HT 1999 £ 7 H 24 HitI CARBEIRY « “AroAR g ZEHIABRA R SR sk B’
i~ . HE2, 1F 1986 FATT¥ RN LM “WHE” BANE, B VR ER “HE” KR
HH 2K PRI ) P Ak 355 BRI R O b AT

HE AR R R TR, AT “WBL” FISCE 2020 Gk K 00 viliE, 2021 4 LART
A PAIEL, 2021 FFIAF) 134 . BHFE[12[F8H, TEXEE “FRardiR” fbssihiy “WBH” &,
CHE SRR X KRS B ORI M CJRRTREES)” o R4 2020 4FELEX
WAEXOREEG, “WABML)” DR “ BT S MR, IXFSE ST oEBE 12 Jo i b i P #E
oI
4. BBHIRITS “RE” KiEDRXFME

B ESCo TR ET,  “involution” YEL BEIREGIE SCER NG T “NE” X—miE/TS, &R
PS5 R B A2 T T AR . T 7E 2020 4R A [ R 24k X BBl E ., “ NG X —BER
R R () B4R amE, PR “NFERNERTE ST X — B A S O R S IR — B SRR AT BT SR HI A
SRR, FSCHEEE SR HEERGE L (Edward W. Said)) A9BSR AT DU B BEUE R U IS, T
B IR (MER) “IE R IR S I AR e GG, B RAR S, BREIIEREE” o % U AIX —
HRHATIA, R TRATIERER W, BIHOTR . HOTSEE S 20 E HOPENR 1 B Z E 1
MR R[13].

FMRESSR U, VE AR B AR ER AR, R VRE T SRR T« A& AR (Mare Bloch) BT 51 “H
IR —NFE, AN SR AR B OAEE” , S —Fid “ B DR D RS S RS, SR
Y b T [14]. EEEER, WA DY MR~ , MIEE Sz om L,
M5 SRR IHIREFE S, B X EAY R BalE. BagR. ARIESHIRERITE, MWT —E
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AFNE RSS2 R -GS SN AE £ 5 ESCRIEIN AR, B HESZRA A
RiE o MEXWH S PIES Z M TE RS, Reta MPTIe A R AWV EE &[5 5. “&—F
BEAMENESHINRA D, WRE KA . XFE S AR DIEX e —F i . &
AR USRS R ] OIS F AR T AR SO .

BB RS, BB S I RAT W R R A R S, iR B B SE S CE R, 2
RTINS S ) E ¥ . STk UrbanDictionary H1%) “involution” A% “involute” f5E X EI& —FhE
IER BB D ES . MR R EARL R, XM EEN T SO S e E ., T
involution A& 7£ 74 75 KAR R THIAT I ARZ K, %38 [31 3 involution DL 77 2478 74 75 1545 N 2547 FEARRE
A REMENFEAR . W1 (AL 20%) b Liu [16]506 9 45 “ 985 7 K 244 IR A4 5 v “ anxious, stressed, overworked,
trapped in a status race” . BBC M3k -, Fan Wang 1 Yitsing Wang [17]1]# 3 %8 iz fift B 4 “a feeling of burn
out” . HEFFS Insider Asia KXY “HWA” HETHEEE “996” #YIFHE, AT4EHEE “FFir(hustle)”
XAk EONE TTERE R T E RS KA RN, ARk BT RN CAEERE AR, B ‘AR
e, MNMABITEZEREK. PEERNIEIERKE ), EmERST, 2 ANV R KT E
5,

MANFIRL ARG, R ZS AT V8 A2 D0 32 A (9 ) 14 B&man 14 A & 2 - (conceptual integrating) (17=47)”
[18]. involution £ HISESCIEEE AT JRFAE “BEATIEMNES)” « WERHE “I NG, BIRT . S AT
SFRHE “FEANET 7, BIP OGBS CNEE. SN E RS AR D ERRIE, fERATERE I, %
WTE SCEBWCE, AMESR, AEIZIA W HEARAT NRE R L “BHATRERNES) 7 KRR . AR SO ALk
R IR R (meme) LA [19]RFE,  “IB 5 15 BiEd A A A AR LA RS FERL A B A%, EdE
RITEEE, R TSR TR, T RARME AT A BRI, AR AR 11X 45 B
B TR ERAE. 7 “involution” — Rl AIVE #4455 “Hoa s N7 78 [E B ER B 24 N A3 LAY
2, T E Y ROX 35 SRR AR NS RIERTEH DIRe N — Rtk 0B BAL T TR
RE” M BHER.

FHEE L, ok T A CEE N PR 1) “involution” Z EAET MR “HET
PRI TR T- A2 — % A —— “PIFhEZ Pl S TR 2 [RMES SOR A (iR 5 Bk 7 [20]. ARER
MTREASBE ) IR AT BRI — /NP FE AR (1) “ AR We? X7 i SE A 2 d ad i, bt g kst
Wk “HE” IRZSC B CHEBEE R AN S U 7 IR BEEOR, RS —MIF RS,
A E PR “Irrational Internal Competition/Friction” [1]. {HX 5 H i =B A Ui & — RSO fRs, X
g Bhr KB EART G MR IE S R, @RS SRR A5 F 2148 H, W25 S #iE,
LI EIEEE S A F RN (IR R TRif « &80 « 5585 K(George Kingsley Zipf)ik & (1) “4 /)R
W7 ye AMPIERAT IR IR T 2ORE, 22BN SERIIBES . el thl S wiE4ans e 2L .
EFN, MRS\ —MEFEAEGE U2 0 R, AT I 54— B E0E X, FRORFFE U
INHIRIENE, 2535 5 B0 h RUE R SO AT LS, P RESRA IRALE S A] . RS E 5 1
L1 75— 2 1) JE B P (thick translation) 155 ORI, 38 i 40 FE] SO A 1 5 40 F A0 A ofe 18 i A AN el 452 1) 7
T TUH IR AR A

OK, WAEE R U S TR AR, BEUCH, ER— RSN A% Tar
PLA 1973 FAEM% 5K Leigh Van Valen $2H 1 “ 41 2 J5 i (Red Queen hypothesis) ” SKEH1F . B 1 44
SRIET (RN 2285+ 4Fi81id) (Through the Looking-Glas) [22]:

“A slow sort of country!” said the Queen. “Now, here, you see, it takes all the running you can do, to keep in the same
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place. If you want to get somewhere else, you must run at least twice as fast as that!”

“1’d rather not try, please!” said Alice. “I’m quite content to stay here—only | am so hot and thirsty!”

MR ERFR A REAELERR FOR RO o RAJE AR U A ST ER NG 28 AR
M BHEGEE, WERABE R EL AT A S, ARG TR THIOATSR T, AT B &5 Rt 2 7%
Ja TR, EETRAC.

5. 58

SR SRR KARBIFRIE TR, IR LR i Bl B e s Bl “— 7, G s 4T
Rz, R SAbTa 2z, fERAREN AL 5—J7m, EE/A IR ESMaERR b
SAENATE R F AR & Z A AR R R H . S5 RR S S a5 PR A ZER D B
MIRERE % B ORFFE B ORI Edr, T0IE 5 WatfE — DAl R IA 2 & i) P 5 s U h IR I R2ma R AR 10, 5k
BETU, KER. XKL TH); BATRABUEFNE S IR RG] T. &7,
FAVFE R UE R OF 7R, 7 [23]. @idIE#H “involution” 5 “WE” KIE LARE, HEHL “|
AR RERKFAES BRSO RE R A e, T LAt — DR B SO R A RS IR . SRR S e X
MIBRAT, MR E s, WM TR DPATE, RITATRES W RBIL SR FHAPRK RO
MR T TR, RAT PR R TR B M Al E W A, ARE SO R

E&WE

HRM@EBE F2 @5 BE B E PR SS 0 2021~2022 4F B 5 55 208 B 0 7 8 (T H Y
5: CQGJ21A035),
=

SE K
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