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Abstract

Speech prosody and rhythm reflect speech flow at its highest level. However, their involvement in
multiple prosodic hierarchies subjects them to various linguistic and non-linguistic influences,
hence always being difficult to classify them. It is especially true when it comes to Chinese dialects
with complicated tone systems. By reviewing theoretical and experimental research on prosody
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and rhythm over decades and across home and abroad, the present paper assumes that prosodic
and rhythmic patterns vary greatly with tonal differences not only among different Chinese di-
alects but also among different sub-dialects of the same dialect, and for the purpose of classifying
them in a proper way, it uses Mandarin Chinese and three sub-dialects of Wu Chinese as an exam-
ple to propose a two-layer core prosodic structure pivoting on tone.
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1. 518

[ A AMEAR TR T H R 5 R 2 RO, N LTS, MRutea 2l 7
SETERER . NSRRI ZEMA SR b TInERET R RAL . WHT,
B Dy 52 RS MR G R I BRI S R R, DRI A T R U B Rk [2] -

FIHS TR U LRSS . RS A T L KR NENR . HPR. SR,
HRMEZ . RREIRZ U OREZRB]. HhinikZ e SR XMEFIERHRE R, RIEES
W5 BAETES LIRS RRIL. fE/% b, FERE S 5 3 202 i W (melody) AT (timing) SR R B
e AR S MAETIE R AR, BARIRIEE b S e e, B EE L SRR
e AR T I R A TR 2 A S AR I, BARSRIETE A ST T, B
B IO AR R, SRR . . FUL TEEAE & SR TR AR AL A
[4] [5]. X FDUERGEL, #IHS 122§ M7 WU A A 2% Sl R 6]

BT POERFE TGS, FEDOER AT TR E B A W 51 M R R [7]. W T e A a4
HPOE A G BRI, B R ATE R R BN B AR A) B AREON[6] . 5 R A LU 1 8 AN A2 a1 10
i AR, T BB 4] AEESER MBI S W EM T, [BIRIAFTT 5 il S i
AR, 705 5 AR A AR, S BRI A AR 2257 o DRLA SC B DA S 15 A =A%
TIE NG RBENIr R SRR RN 55 5 IR S R AT R M, IR RS IGO0 R
WSS KR EATHEAT 702K

2. HHEMRER
21 HARER

RN A LEYITER, AT AR AR =K 2K[9]: DA AR M E T, B
VEPEF 15 AR RIS e, DLEE AR R SR =i SRR b SRR A
A B ERENK DB, B E TG, B RNBORIIR R, T B TR O A
H5WEMAMEETFTR. W[10] [11] [12)5%#HH K T —SE 2ok e 2 5T, Hhawd
A PEIPS (& mils FEIRHE). APE/APS (PE/PS [MAREZE), %V (UG & B K AR A) I K A 1) o EE)
NPVI_V/'PVI_C (i8] HAH 4R 0 ¥ 5 B K O 6 728 £ R0 A0 48 B0/ A 40 4 2 255 B B e o 28 4k S5 4 4 450
& SRR PUE LAE F AR AU SE ) BN, AnviE L E A R B B, B AR AR OR
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AR HAGEPRA ) A ST R mRiE A ek BT, FArAERI o S HIER. &
B KA e A, B L ST S A ) T T TN Y

ST UAEER, [BIEFRE] 7 M —Rhfa AL i D R a5 R A TS 5 i 5 2. DISiE i, M
BT BRI T8 I0(RY) . &R B IT(TU)MIE BT (1U) . e rb =9 28 B 0 o A% G I 8 2 I
A, FMET RS WERICES, ARNRR 2 AR R0 E R, T R R DU
Wi EERNRERZE R E SIIEAR: B TRERRA S EY, SJOAEHE TS, B
WETTH L AR 02 T o LRI R AR R S, SR AR IR R 5 AT DA S 1 X
PITR: SEEFH IR RICHIRARH L] (£HE), EERZILH] (GE), 25K T M BT R EE .
RS PG A2 T LUK B 5 s M R DR B A NE S, A6 B XE LG — I RIE 5 T R A
BIEE A HAR MR R 7 JGER B IEH TP0E, B/ — PRt

2.2. MBHEXTR

TEDUB AR E B FLAR, AW A SR SCEYIME G BRI RS E SR L T4
POERAT A 5 222880 20 @ BF7T[8] [13] [14] [15]. IXEEFFTHs e 7 XM 5. EiE, g, [HiG,
WFALR B DUE T 5 ST 22 T T 0h i 288, (BREEA—: AURIR T & LS PR R SR,
A E . PA RS R AT LA T F R E AR S K. BB E TSN RIS,
B 32 S A T R A R 2 S [16] o IXAR G T 7B R AR AR, AT A AR AR A N
FRBEIRNNE B ETRIA, AHET 5R M ICHE RS B KOG R DU 1 5 & (75 1
SRRV K SC R . Wn[17] [18] [19] & B 8 1 i) T & 17 s A oo/ BT, B e A 2
Bt I K AR 1 A A B HR R R v R AR A R T IS B T A AN B B s B bR, B0 i R
RIS V28 AL B A R BRI S0 35 s o A S 4 .

TEDUB I E I FU Ak, o op— R B S (W s AR DOE YT R R A RAERELE, 1
KT b, BIARSE R T (A7 5 ) Z M 45 & s SRR AR —, I DOEST R A48 s B84 [20].
H[21A AR EHLR A HBLLE DB B, RBEAE N DOEREE 2288, M3 sk MAZIUE DUE A JIl T 5%
VB I R AR R P R IR DOE AT 22, BIDOE M 22 2R B RZ M LA A A, DL R T 1 R R ot
XA RS . B EAR WA T THEAT 7R [21]: 1) A ERESE B, BN EAIL T 5408 A
REKXKFZR: 2) PUBEMEEMS, PGEREMREIEAEH N EAREE SRR, mMEREA
AT 3) AR, R R AR PR A A 20 RSB s 4) VTR R U DA BRSO S A
FRFEA KT ZZ AT, 5) Y S SR Sh A T AT R &% AT R R . X S R R T
VA5 A R 1) ) B BRI R (5 1A S5 T BB A 2 DA = AR R 23R IR, SUBRI 1 R S5 T 2
MIIRRE IR &, B S Bl 35 AT AR e IR AS SO 20 A R P 1 S s W, 3 DA S fliidk— 20
A, BHERT AR, (EATIN SR EDOE ) 5 R 2R AR R .

3. BT RiSHE AN ESIEHERETR A FMRE
31 FIRPEEATAEE: NEEERG

B SR I 75 1 (A7 A0 X BRI 3 5 22 AL A T Rem, B4l vl LAARYE DO % Hh oy &5 6 7
B8 B 2 PO S 2R R AT e . BT DUE R AR K A [17] [18], 1M i 55 1 7
K BT R f, T DL E J7 5 33 7 T 5 3B vk H A S R A X S ke He i A . (R,
ASCHPOE RS ERM G — e NS 122 (Tone Rhythm), 73 & [22] ¥4 #2 i 3% 9 1522 (Tonal
Rhythm) {13635, faid s oo/ & mge g BRI, AN o] 5 A i) P T 22000 o i R DU A
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S RGEMAFERTZE, BB P AR AR R S R R AR B B v R A O e R A B R
WA B B 0 2 A S B I AR AL

N T IR X AR, S ER B SRR AT T, (H T POE R AR 22 0] DA e 2 B A A
AT, DRLEEPT LUK [514 21 1R 715 28 B e AN & 1 B e A e — N BTG, KRR 28 —dk, mdah “
WEIH 0" (Tone Prosody Unit). AHRHEL, PUBEIEZHATUAFMACA=E: Bl AiEBA G, 15
HIG, KBS TSNS R BEHEEREIER . BIRHEEAREE. BT i 8 5 A e 2
PAAN -, PRI AT DL rb ] 1R P O B B e E i BRI NI Z D R S FEAR RS TR B H 02 (BTPU)
SRIARARIUZDTPU) . Mg —BESHANTH, SFE T EE2Z4 BTPU, Wil 1 fis(blg s
B )

1) faifb JE A POE @ s B R or B

&M B 7T U) IF U
N
ATAE 7 R B C(DTPU) DTPU DTPU DTPU DTPU DTPU
FARFE AP T(BTPU) BLU éﬁ;//gwu Jnm HﬁgjlmlBhU
AT Eﬁh, Eﬁh E%ﬁ[sm Q% E%BL

A, JEXER  OKBHE iR HER AW K

Bl 1 R E R . & DERE I, PR ZAZOE BIDTPU &IUE T & T 28 2840
RIor i E AR . Ho BTPU —RESER A T8, DU /NE AR IR AR 1 & 451,
— AN A DAL R T DA A BTPU?. flinfs TA) B i =52 “ 1817 1E AN # i
AELE, FTLAEB—AY BTPU. frFaJEM) “R7 , BTN A] LR B — A BTPU. XU i/
FIEEHK—A BTPU, 1 “dbR” o “KPFH” o “Fg” o “HEM” . “AK4” HE%HET—4 BTPU.
Pl T (f) B ThRE R — S UL R R NRTTE A BTPU. 1 “FR” JEN “JbR” FrE BTPU; “76” FFA
“KBA” FrIEE BTPU,

S8)5 DTPU 7E BTPU [J&Al b & # IE A BOE AP i i, DURBOBER AT &S . 516)
Ol —E” TR BTPU TR IAE S, 1 RARMM R —A DTPUNU; #RfE “JbXER” § “X
FHAE” PrJ@RIPIAS BTPU MR —A DTPU:  “HER” 5 “AR41” Fr@HMA BTPU #—> DTPU;
T “4ig” FrErIEA BTPU 1EAIEE S AT DL i — A DTPUY. )5 “ K7 FrlEM A BTPU fE
) A AT LSO B — AN DTPU. SRS IE5 5 T PUA DTPU R — A 1U°,

W, B 1A ERSER WA ITELS, G 1RO EIEL, BUWEX RIS A
YA, BTPU AR S6X A ST ARME . 25, DTPU 5 BTPU Z [l IE HE L4 KR DTPU A4
PAXTRLE) BTPU A RRIE:; 1U 5 DTPU (8] B2 EOEZ R R 1U AT R DTPU A RURIE .

P EETER YL, SORIRARARE R R, AR B8 T D) e ] BT AR 2 A T — AN
D R S KU T BTPU A1 DTPU IO, WN[29HR H M TS M B R S LA LT IR 4520, [30]42H HfE 8
WA A S X R AT LU R BIDTPU FU3ERE, {H B/DTPU [N LA WA 925 1 5L«
2RI S AT B S AR 7 AT LG R A BTPU.

S 8 T Rl A R — TS R 9 AR 481 BTPU,
LI MR R A RO R P B3 BIDTPU (%14 541 1 RF. WM& “76” 5, AN “4i” BRI BTPU; 40
M CHERT L AR —AS DTPU, RN “A%07 N5 “k” H—4 DTPU.

S[BUHRFIIE—Bififh, LAINUETRONERE . I DTPU R /NR IR R AR E - 2803k, 1U 3R AR B — iR 4> DTPU,
PR B B LA WU A RFADUE UL ¥ 21 15
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A

n “HEGHR” ) A7 — RSO SIE. RE AE” FAEEEDIRe LRE TR CESR” , (ATEIE
FABR BRI E TR 15 K7 o RS ARR SVE R AR N — A7, B
MU BTPU HEHZ a4 403, B i) A s g 7 HA 23 0. 1 DTPU 5 BPTU
WERLMR, 253, Wil DTPU &I fE—A BPTU E NI AL, MY TA SR s
AR A E AR AT S ARG “AR” AR FHRIEIE T3 AN T2 HHA R S E AR
[23], P43 DTPU AT AEAE X IX — IR — 2R &5 U DL /21480 DTPU N3 A, LR
L T R ) B B R AR R BRI 35190 DL B AR R R 1] 1SR UEEH, e S 1 % R — i
TR NS H 3 v i 2R (R R BAR LI 38R B8 5 AL BB Praat LG 1A])

500 Hz

[75 Hz

youyi hui bei fenggen taiyang zai zhenglhun shuide | benling da (113 /14)

0.546346 0.556590 0.537450 0.379027 0.224051  0.349612 | |0.1660.256

Figure 1. Pitch contour of the illustration sentence in Mandarin
1. BEIEGaANE S

B 1 BB R BTPU XM B R AT BN, B4 2032, 15 DTPU Fra & s —A4
BTPU, EP “IKPHTE” . “A” Xif N2 i 28 0 LT — 4> BTPU (i, 68 DTPU MIA 52, 5
Ab, BAREI R T BUEKIE R, U U A4S0, WEKSRE, H BTPU KEA—, (HESHFESH
FRM IO K ZEAZ, B a] DL @ 5 4] ) B G A A 1 v R 3

I DL BSOS RAL fE B  JAZ OF R G R R, AT AT LA H M T S N T B T A
AT ZERBGEATRI Y, AR HEE TR EXR, WAL 1% E S S8R 2 WA A
F o W 3R] LAWK TPU HIRI o A S it b R o 571 310G 28— M T DA phy L i A 38 1 s 1 B K A8 A 15 e BT
Bl WA IE G AR I —ARAE A, SRR K B, ARIL “R7 B R s, BRI
T S A BV ST A AT DA I S U o 2 R R R R

DA b DA @ w5 I B T RS I DOR B T R R RS . BT S BT LR RIRE S . TS
Z AN FE B B/DTPU BRI ST AT 8 o« N — 719 A=Fp % 5 & At — i i .

33. MARMRAT NEMUN V@R URFE N

RIBEHTTE N ZERIETE R DUESRFAG, B gl JRME. SEEEERTIE ST
A o 5 R 1) O A R AR R A TR RS S AR R W AR A e, BB A
FERRARERI[24] T2 3 LK B WAL e i X 3% 1B DXRIATL M 78 L b X S48 33 72
Bl 1 iR)FRBI T ST BIDTPU (%O 2 SORRILEIE WA 5 & AR 4 0 . el
EWFE NG R T REX AR, A7, TL-T7 05088 F(52). FI°F(23). 7 (45).

ST UGB A HEE, FRACHBSFU23]. B HLR 0555 0 B RBN R 5 AR SN AR . TOR /2 i
TR IR K 45
TR N S TR RS AN, R A 5 B SO i A
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B 2:(44). BA2:(13)« FAN(5). BHA(2) [25]. N 2 Bon 1 e dih 64 i i 2 4% -
2) RS ERE R ERE N

TEiF B TT(I0) iU U U
e I

i A 75 B4R R G (DTPU) DTPU DTPU D"|FPU DK D|TPU
l\

FEAFE B G(BTPU) BTPU BTPU  BTPU BTPU BITP\U BTPU BTPU

(T T2T6T2T0, T6T1ITO  T4TOTOTOT2 |T1 TATOTO IT\ITO T5

A—lml,  JEXEE KBk g, AN AHE K

] 2 W EHFIER) BIDTPU B4 732, X 5 R INE SR A K. €l 5 A AR ELH
BE, #2970 Roxied, RESEREE, — BRIV G AR EEM[25]. XA TE 2 b5
2 AFHXH I ) v a2 AT DU H K

» - ‘ 500 Hz

P N i i i i § i i

- | B N | I N R Py

B » n s i P s 75 Hz
iyie?uaila po?foyta? thaiakalale tsa souningo?| payz) dou 113 /14)
0.930559 0486717 1.096665 0.196 0.328 | 0.505103 0.373139 0.24110.278

Figure 2. Pitch contour of the illustration sentence in the Dinghai dialect

B 2. EmiEflanE Sk

K 2 Bl BIDTPU X H ¥ m iR #E AT BON 2 8, BB A 5y 3. IF A mie ik
BTPU MBS AR A . Yo L RIS, S RIS . BT KM EEHEE “4” %5,
KHER R R U PRI A BRI SO T RRES, Bk 10 B A 53

i AE, FEWERTRBAEE N, RA 6 AN, T1-T6 203 AFHF(35). BHI-F(13). B
(55)« BHZ:(33) BAN(E)~ FHA(2) [26]. R4 o BE M NBAFEHF . T4 3 R T B 7))
CI=EEp AP

3) RIBGAN LEGHEESR

H I TT(IU) IT U
]
AR R B T(DTPU) DTPU DTPU //jﬁm /3pU
FEARTFE R IG(BTPU) BTPI|J B/TKJ/B}’]‘U BTPU EIPU B/TIPU B|TPU
HE(T) T2T5T1, TSTIT5S  T3T2T2 Tl/T|4 T2T2T5 TIT2 T|4

A5, dexdu KR it TN AN K.

*[25] $RFIEBIGMEE TR, MAERRARR, RIVE T IRE T PP R FREARE, B EIEEE m Rt HA
PRI AR S ARG T —HA YRR MR . Bk B/DTPU 8RB B B LA A3 i 733
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i

% 3 s EEAR ) BTPU/DTPU/NIU S8R A4y 3 0, X SRR AR MG 5% HE[241 41, A
MAR(AFEIX . KA LA EE)Z . WA, SRS . FESH R ESEEERS B [27F
R NEEAR RS EE. AVEZ BRI E R RUE T AN S A EREL . X TE 3 561 3 AHXT
N ) e 20T LA ok

500 Hz

[75 Hz

hiTetio po?foytsa? thaianle tsayglaphiaziko? paplipdo (110/1 1)

0.544115 0.489602 0434654 0.661528 0.685014 0232

Figure 3. Pitch contour of the illustration sentence in the Shangyu dialect
3. EEEGIaE SR

3 BN KZH BIDTPU XFR A% s MR HBFE 5 2 B R, B 22430 00 F K m iR AR
AN BIMER T RS, BEAREBIREA FRE, B IU RS S e EiR R S5 1R 2 s g W ) A0 1)
R EFZZ . W KORE, BTPU KA —, (HAMLLLEEEEFIG) AN, BRI B RS G]A) R R
Bgg. EUH R

AEELTERAL, G t)E T AW A IR, R 6 M. ERNEERERIEZER L.
LR 6 AN T1-T6 2050 9B~ (44). BH-F(22). BI1Z%(53). FHZ(31). BIA(GG). FHA(2) [26]. T~ 4
IR T LR B ) B R R A

4) RN LIE R R R

W HLIC(I0) IIU 1U
fTE A E T (DTPU) DTPU /1|3TPU /DITPU /DTll’U
A R L IC(BTPU) ]|3TPU BTPU BTPU BTPU BTPU  BTPU  BTPU
FEIR(T) T2T7T2, T7TIT7 T5T2T2T1  TIT6 TITIT7 TIT6 lz

Ao, dERI OKBERT S R RE K

Bl 4 Bonik 1ILE R BTPU [ 45403, DTPUNU [A1 4295 3o i LB R 2 B0 RAE — FEIR IR 1B VL 4544 1)
R e AR RE AR B AR e m, RSN, 5
A, AU ENRER[28]. XK HMBEA S BIDTPU XL, SBEIE M & 43 37 1] AN [ o
XN 4 A R 2 i R T DUE sk, s 4 fos:

S LRI R« FRIOAAER RN, RIS, K SRS “R B, FiE BTPU AT 44 3,
giggggﬁgf@%%~ﬁOM4¢m%m%m,“N”#%@%W%A;ﬁ,%ﬁswuaﬂﬁ@ﬁﬁi,Eﬁﬁawu

WO “RBEK” BT AR NEEERA T, SUTE ARG D3, HEbs L R PR MF sk, kR bER
R E LS BIDTPU BT,
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500 Hz

xmﬁ~v~j} ”*”VH“’_-“W'“WM\“”N\TLJAH\\/WHLA D042Hz

75 Hz

ioie?mp po?foytsa? t"aialeha tsaylaghekoko? DIyZ) do (1 12/13)

0.621972 0.639162 0.922944 0.978948 0416993 | 10.212/0.28

Figure 4. Pitch contour of the illustration sentence in the Xiaoshan dialect

B 4. FUIEGIAR S Sihk

Kl 4 278 BTPU X R & & 2k o e AT Boh i, wiBHH M4 5332, 1S DTPU FrE & 158 =4
BTPU, HJ “RKFHKF” . “BEFEA” o “R” XMBHE &L —~ BTPU &, #i8 DTPU
WA RAh, Bk iR RS P22, BMER TG, BAREMILTEA R, B0 1U R4
Yo NIKRE, HLiEEIar BTPU KEA—, ERLH g iEga) ), AR, & it
JEE DI 555 o

DAF DAH S 5 A0 = SR 7 O T DGE T S S A R RRRAE AT AR E 5 2 6 B A 2R A
Xo MW RE T B A REAFEREZ R PR B k. TR 1 a8 7L BRI S 6
AR OBV SR T R I R IR R

Table 1. Core prosodic structures and melody/timing patterns of the illustration sentence in Mandarin and three Wu dialects
1. BRIEM=MIA SN OBREENSEERTITRI

B/DTPU

i AR PN e TR S NS
3 A 4 Hilke i 9%
I B 7 A e ¥
R A5 6 Ik 555 e
AL AR R A A R 6 ik % e

4. g5ig

I A I B SRR AL 2R B AR K O, DRILASCAE 7 My 5 B B 58 1 T S A
R P AR B O IR TR S 2SR R . ASSCER Y AP TR EI T (B/DTPU) B AE R
A AT T ORI, o A SRR 1A B AR I 2R, PRI SIS A N B BRI Y DUE TS
FIRERA S TR R R . R, AR SO DA AN A5 9 ] T A A AT LR AN TR
W5 5 Z B VAL R — 05 55 A7 5 7 2 I P R A 2 DA T D S s MR R R B 6 (K KN 23 S5 T X
IR, SRIGTEMERR Y by R 55 R e .

JERT N AR E A R SR A CR, WA T A RS IE G S s SR, A5
T 5 AN TE T D RE 1 A BE PRI B A T R R 2 T A 75 2RI, HL 2 R DLDUE 8T N EEH A R, R
EEETTE LU, R I 5 B S R R A Vs o T A SCHR Y (7 20 P 1 A B0 B
HR T F WEh A WA RS AT B ORHR, AR TG A S AT 5 R SRR, 4
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R, ARSCEFIRZ AT RILETT 5 HRRNERN, W77 5 A BIEES S E R AL a0 @R

F

g

M) e e X LR IAL I K, AERT A GEAS S A OB, A R R A AR K SEAIE

WA 4 .

E&WE

WHLA A S RPE R A SO RS “WHLRETT 5 IR 2R 7 (A %5 : 2021N64).
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