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Abstract

Academic book review plays an irreplaceable role in recommending academic works and pro-
moting the academic development. However, previous studies paid little attention on the polite-
ness strategies applied in it. This research focused on the politeness strategies employed in Eng-
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lish and Chinese academic book reviews which aim to saving the book authors’ face on the basis of
Brown and Levinson’s Politeness theory. The results reveal that the types of politeness strategies
used in English and Chinese academic book reviews are more or less the same, but great differ-
ences exist in the frequency of politeness strategies between them. This paper analyzes the simi-
larities and differences from the perspective of culture. The similarities mainly arise from the fac-
tors as the universals of politeness and the dynamic nature of culture, while the differences result
from the differences in traditions of politeness, value systems, cultural contexts and thinking pat-
terns.
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1. 5|8
1.1. fARE =R

AL (politeness)— 1Al 7E AT H 8 SORXHB N B E, ARt s AR IaEE . “AL30” WimA7ETE,
FH T FL R — AR R [ A B, B SRR 2 S AT A TE R [1]. M5, BT
SCACHS B % B ALSIE . 0], SRES AR, SO e A (B0 22 S I 2 S UL SR Rk RV I
HEF JE[2]

BN G T AL SR W 1 5 S A 22 S i 90 W 20 BT i R AS S8, G A el 5 A B2 1A 7 Ja AR s00] R )
T SALSR RIS . 2 TALS SRS B 7T pr o E I8 S Fh2E, A A FLJL-F AR 2t L AP AS R A1, 54y
S G E R PO R . PHEES AERVS BF N . A S h N B AL R AT X EE A .

BEE RO I H 2 5%, ORI B EE A BB e A o S AR BRIV MR R ) TR,
CL& 32 B ORI 22 1R D0 o /T AT I8 8 SR AV RHEE D7 V200 FLEAT 40 AT, 1 2005 457 I X0 22 AR 7T
T A HIPEAN SR AT T T . BbAh, 2 . XKEET 2015 SEXF P AR A PF A 1 $E 5 25 74 107
WridbAT 75087 2016 5 EATFIEXT L T SR FHIERS AT EE A, DU BRI
T TR AR AR S 4 7 T AR H

AT N RANFE, ASCH 2 A Brown fil Levinson AL, MG HZEMAEEXT LT 822K 4
VERALSU SRR IZ Y, 2RI B R . A SCE RN ARBIF B AT — A, IR X —
R, AR ST R R S, BRI, AR T T AR SO SR I BV E B
BEEMR AV, R3S S ZEARAZTINR AT o X T JEiE A S0 ) okl A B T8 78 4 B
R ARV HhAh, AR FAE AR IFRIE T A RIEARAE R . BB R BEE A H 118 P AL3
Hengia A F], S0 Re ST AL B SOAC S SC, AT B LR SRR S 2 SRS
1.2. IRIPIER

FAE IR A FOALSR SRS, ANFRYERE TN REIEHESE . Brown 1 Levinson 7 1987
R I T E AL SRS o N UM AR SE R . b)S, Leech $2HALSR A MRS, ZFR0iRTs 1 5 2 2
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AL SRS S B SOt 22 S (3] FEAN DAL H 7 AR E L, Leech IWAALIE R B 1B SIS
HEZMMKFR, TURAERMMN, FAA “AAAUEIAER RN A b, AR X 13 0 2R
FgEfy 20 ” [4]. Brown F1 Levinson YAALERE “A T P# 0T 817 N (Face-Threatening Acts)
FRVRBEIR M 5 M0 T SR L) — A ReAT 3, RN SR AT ST 7 [1].

Ak, EIUMAFET S EALSHE R H, Brown Fl Levinson [ P18 K HEIS B HAA &M, &
M Tt RN EIES, AN 25 A #2077 AL 30 SR B 2 — . 7E Brown il Levinson F4L34H
g, ZAMZOMES R T - EIT NFTA)FALIRES . “TH 77 XS FAE A Jear Y 4
HMEETHE. EEEH BB ZEAE 1876 FERAEIIERFH, X rRE “E8K” KR
PE[5]. 1EA Brown Fl Levinson ¥ FH#i8 A% O & 2 —, “I¥” & Erving Goffman & 264 H 17,
I Loy “—A Nl Al e AR E 55 b B R U 7 ST o B O 2T KR AL 2018 .
BEAh, T A PZIN AT A R O S E R B RIE R 7 (6] [7]. £ Goffman [IJHK T, Brown Al
Levinson #— 2 H 143 AR AR BRI T4 O “BMETES 53 850 B H W S
Bl B 2 /D e AR T FTHL 7, TVEAR I AR “ RS CHRETBIUEN B A HATEh AN
ZABNFHAS” [17.

BT 5 1EAT AT BEXT AN (R TH 3 RSP 3 B8y,  [RIG, H 2f E TR, X7 R
BRI T BT (ETA) o TR —A NPT, AREFRB T 1t 2 52 B0k . W — S A B o A7 Bk
FMIEE, MR E 2B . Rk, B 2525 W AR I B T T BT R i R B — A
NAT AR b PG 3205 & (047 30 B H SR ST IR, 17 o 380 L AR 1 7 9 1 BB AT v 2l i s — A
AEIEZTEF RS IR RSEIEAI[1] [8] [9]. Bk, AR F SiA AR SO T 5 B Ui # )
A AT BE 2 AR U s FH AN (R A AL S SR o

Brown I Levinson I\ N, HLEFIEATAEARM Bid R 7 U H B2 E 177K, warsd. %
Ry W R ATE. BESE. MR M. . B, iEEIESI TS 25 N 2R U i
ST B D TH - BUPMT N . Brown Al Levinson $2& Hi 1 AATTLE A2 it A i b T - BV T 4, W RE R L
TR ALS SR RE , 3ot B ARG BALSH SR . JH AL S SR )2 M S e AN STt T 1
BTN

2. AIRAR
2.1. ffI0)RE

J£+ Brown Ml Levinson ] “ALFEIR” , ASCRAE MERE B2k A Se AR5 1F iz
MIALBsRm,  LAEIZ BLTR [

D) B SRSV AL SRS A A 4 7 A ?

2) FPECXLES A M SACH 2T A

22. ARFE

NRATREAEE R A e, ARGk R T A R BT E I A R R R AR B, BRI
RN A R TE 5 20, 0 U ME 5 5T BUER 7 10 RS 10 R scm R B3, H
W SRR PP IE R SRR T & (B HIE S %) (Applied Linguistics) fl € [H Fr b H1E 5 4 E)
(International Journal of Applied Linguistics), S SCHEHSRIFEIATIZ (IMEBFS5HT) M (HMEIE S
B o ITAERBYEET 2015 F2 2021 F, Sl HPIPEZIEHE SO SCRE o A0 TOE R
ENEISYIE
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Table 1. Basic information of the corpus

=1 BENERERE

5 BT R[] FTHE S
1 AL 2015 i
2 AL 2016 B
3 AL 2018 i
4 AL 2016 ot
5 AL 2015 i
6 AL 2016 i
7 LJAL 2018 i
8 IJAL 2017 i
9 IJAL 2015 i
10 LJAL 2017 g
11 FLTR 2016 e
12 FLTR 2015 th
13 FLTR 2017 th
14 FLTR 2021 th
15 FLTR 2019 th
16 FLTR 2016 th
17 FLTR 2020 h
18 FLTR 2017 th
19 JOFL 2018 il
20 JOFL 2017 g

¥E: WIFJ(AL = Applied Linguistics; IJAL = International Journal of Applied Linguistics; FLTR = Foreign Language
Teaching and Research; JOFL = Journal of Foreign Languages).

3. tARGR

AR5y BRI T oL TR B R A e B T TR AL SR . R
TR AT B SR RIG AR AL S0 R B 25 R SR SRS, T SO R S S T VE AT R 4
3.1. FRRFLER KRR

U AL 30 S — 24 350 5 3 7 B3 A RN I - 7 SR 1 s, BRI A7 2 1 2
WAt 4780 WA AT IR . — MR BN W IE A Fik 50 ASE Sy Hi A 3L R 2 b, g $E A
(E bR, DO, FEE, SURRIFRLFESI . TR SR, B, R SRR IR = AR
(4L 30 SHE s (1032 FH) A1) 2 S L 1

»

T
i
ik
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English

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

English Chinese
H poticing,attending to H 0.73 0.66
® giving sympathy 0.19 0.29
¥ giving understanding 0.08 0.05

Figure 1. Statistical diagram of positive politeness strategies applied in Chinese and English
book reviews

B 1. B ZRBIFRIRALIR R IE A G E

FARBIHEF RN, MBI Re s PEEEE T s . Bk, BIHEE SRS EIER
FFEAEH 775K . IS 20 FEARBIER 04T, SRR BIHMEESKFEMEN “ERaE” MK
FLI SR o

“RWEEE AR NRRALSR NS 2 TR RO RIS AR o XA SN R “ i
WrihF R A ILEM A (1], AMEsE B EZ E S BEEE R R ik, “BIREE7 X —RIRLE
U PPN P AT B . — R, BIPAE i ] S v e i BN B SR S 55, AT ) 55 2 SR 4tk
PEXS AR A& B T BT R . EARSCATE TR R, X R SEIE A P A AL, B “aRedn” M

“ORtE®T o e, IR AR ¢ BRI e Yo SR e Mo eeeees 7 ML
PV NAER “however” ,  “but” , “despite” &Fii. #lan, “EIRWFFTTREZHFE, (/047 B
FE4E AT RIS BIR B 5256 |7 [10], LA “The authority of the analysis...will ensure that this book is greatly
appreciated by many scholars, teachers, and students around the world. However, two major questions can be
considered concerning the material in the book” [11]#{)& T “&k# /a4 ” iX —F A, T “Notwithstanding these
few shortcomings, this is a significant work” [11]JUJ& T “Ze¥j545” KM, He, “HINLH” FHREAE
OB, XEWE TSI EE W TR A W, M S AR PR AU SE A ) T E R VR
R IG PTG VR

g “FRILFEE” ZBBWALTRIEHS, B ES X BEEE R P A R 2 FRIE R, XA
FEMEBEREBOR BAEAEE I E M SR, R AR B0 1, BRIAEd . S R PR I#) iz
o JCHEARPBIFHL M “regretful” ,  “unfortunate” ZFialiE, WLEH CPiFd, @HIEH “ArE” .

CHMR” SERFRFIHER EIG Q. B,  HEHERRE, BT & BN SR, S I RS R
B 5 AN — Lo B A Z W RRA B & 712], AR “Unfortunately, it is precisely in this regard that this collection
breaks down and the excessively packed sentence above is symptomatic of the editors’ failure” [13],

b7 WSS M “RIKFENE XEHNEAL, HIHEEESEH A THEM” SEMERAIR T
Bale FPHEZ MR T MBS RAL, JEHEBR B PEOLAA LR R R . FPEEE A RS E
SR BRAEE RITEZ T, R ARSIR, EASHATIET. flan,  “usR, HTe. S,
W FREA T REX A E SR —— 118, BN —E SRR M e e &2, 2B ERA
A L2 A)F I X GAGH A R LR RIS, I e sids ” [12], BIPAEEMEH “HEfq” —inkik
XA R HfR . AL, 7E “Probably because of the wide scope of the book, the reviews could not be

DOI: 10.12677/ml.2023.1110596 4450 IARIE 5 2


https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2023.1110596

DR

comprehensive however” [14], “probably” — 17~ T3 1FAE E X 1558 A A2 1 S5 DR 0
3.2. HRALERIRRE

EIALSRIR 2 “ 32 E 3 VAR 1 PR B RT3 : A A AT E AN, EE
ANFEM” (1] A& —Fh 24U vl A VE = B Wil AR yE AR I 75 K peR sk es, RIUmiE AA 3B E S1T3h A
HASZ T FEEAAZEm, St DA EAZZIN TR AL RIE & —FhLL “HlEE”
FERHAL SRS, —RRBUNTE AN IEITE AN A TG A, BE, HE. ERE. b mHT
RS = AN [ BV B AL 3 SRS ) B A 22 e LIS 2

English

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

English Chinese
H hedges 0.93 0.86
H giving deference 0 0.14
¥ impersonal constructions 0.07 0

Figure 2. Statistical diagram of negative politeness strategies applied in Chinese and English book reviews

B 2. i ZRITFHERALSREGE R ST E

Hyland W\, “H0RI B I1E 7 SRM % — b ] LK B 1 2K 1 R 5 DR 238 T e P 1T <l e P PR AL 3 SRS
CROBIBREITE R kS B W A T B, RVFPFRE RE X O S B B, IR TN AT A B
H SO R [15] BIPAEZ @ H I H “BOBI IR HE 7 SRS RS 3R tH ARG UE S A, DARE 5 B+ 5
EE R 1. Bltn, “ABEAFUTENRC. 5%, BRFEE, 2572, BNREER. Bk,
FEATRTE T R0 % T sh U B SCCHR” (1619 1) “ A —ii], PLA “...such brief references to
integrationism might appear a bit choppy and somewhat confusing to readers who are new to integrationism”
[17] ) “might” — | #OR G TE & SCGRIABORIL, SEmasiE i BB 610, 2 O B0 S5 A 1 S
PRLIt, A5 A A 3 Tl PO T3 WM T R A o 2 e IR

BRILZAh, “4THE” RGN BIEEE/EF 1 LR E C R AL adh = B AR B Aok sk
Jiti, XEm T HEEE B IHEE A Em A s m A . Bk, DA AT UR H At
R ERGPHESZ . RFALPRNE RS HEP I, I izt s %, ROAEh )RRz -
PR T, BT 5T 57 [18]. Wi is X —5ug, B E B PPEF B 176 5 5 LRI E Rt
Az, PLRIHER BALE .

Myers (1989)R i, “IEAN NG " HEFFA TE 2 RBAEN AL, BUE SR ERE 2R, T — it
HMERZR DN A SO E R DT 3 2 — M 2B IR SETT K [19]. XM 2281558
PEZ LU ENR . A By B AU BVPAEE S0l 1 B i 74709, BREE BUM 147 BT X 1
A PEEEEBEAMUAGE BEEMEE . B,  “Within such polyphony, it is sometimes difficult to hear the
analytic voices of the authors themselves” [11], “One needs to be fully aware of the items being contrasted so
that comparability is ensured” [14]2&%F “IAEN AL ” FHALEM . 281, HTDOEH s =X Fa) 4,
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R E B EEE A XA IRE . SBAh, T T R X R SR S A e AR AR T A SRR
3.3. EE R

HE AR, SOMCON BN SE 5OA TF S i 1 B AT Joseng, BIUis NEFT I, A% &,

Wi N BT 75 SR WA K BUEAT /bRt FL 28 nT Re DA T8 . e BRI 7 ORI — 1 3. 1%3R
W PR A FH S0 5 B0 2 LR =A% B, BT RIEH AR B R REMMAREESEN: B, il
RN T SR HR, =, SIS ARt A & TR N, HoU B A R T 4E S g
NI

XFPALI SRR AE . SEBIPREIE A, W AR AN A AR B R P REAEAE A BRI IR 4G T 2
R EA, TIXAE 62 B AT 8 AR AR 7T B S S ASE BT AE Y [12], PA K “However, such a conclusion
is premature due to insufficient evidence and it is not clear whether it is based on age” [20]. #AT, Frit4hiR
RO, PO BVPAEE A b B PP G I P SR 1R As B A, X R B A AT ) T B AR B AR A
AL, HIN L EAE G FEEE T

4, i

5T Brown Fll Levinson [JALSRER IS, AT 2015 4E 4 2021 4F 10 F 9 SCR 10 R SCEARBIEHIE
FALS SRS AT XS AT I8 e PRI e AT, 45 SR IA A B PR 2 e T A AR AL 3 SR
W&, T PG 77 P VT A 2 DL AR AL 3 S e (1 3 FH S A

Horp,  “45pEE” M RN NS SR 73 R IR T SO SE SR T . AR SR I
o SR A VT S [EPT UM ST A A BEREAT RRE . A [R] AT 5, AL ST AR5k Sl o o O AR AL IR
FLIE B BRI AL AT TR R o MeAh,  AEE )5 SO AT I e AR R A BRSO AT bt S B T SCAR I Bhas
L EEORPIEN CEE AR BiE RO T IX R . T P SR VT AL S SR B R iE %
ST LUB B EARALSMES . MERR . ESSCHAEER A EIARHE, AT “4L” , |
Ty AL, mAelmAL RS, BEENERERE, AL7 MBS CEKBEEA—MIZIKECS. B
fl N B R br i, DRt BB PEAE R TR “45 T EE T (SRES, TS 5 PR AN IS X R
A%, HEERZ, WAEEH BN, SEE T S0 E R E AR T2 2R AR 3 R,
fER R TR NP — AT, miA & B, B SO ST 7 PR EE i N A E
X, B EAZMFRIEN AR

R ARBFEIE H Brown 1 Levinson FALSER 1R, XN H . e R BIEREAT T X LLE 9T, (H
PFE— SRR e, B, BT SRR, AHFF IR 7 2015 422 2021 409 10 RSO 10 5
HOCFEARAVE, XA R SR AP A AL S SRS S B AR RRAE . PRI, AR R A DG 9T FR
H— By iR, DS RAGNE PR R E . seAh, AR R R T S B S s 2 R B SR R
RIE, R SR B 70 AT DA AR R N B, AR Ty S AL3R S g 12 F 11 7 [

SE
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