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Abstract

This paper focuses on sentence pattern “it + be + abstract noun phrase + that clause”, which in-
cludes a dummy it as the formal subject. Firstly, this paper reviews two different ideas of the gen-
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eration of dummy it from Chomsky and Fillmore. Based on that, this paper tries to analyze the
syntactic constituent of “that clause” in sentence pattern “it + be + abstract noun phrase + that
clause”. There are two possible answers: a subject clause connected with dummy it or an apposi-
tive clause connected with the abstract noun phrase. Besides, this paper finds a difference be-
tween dummy it and dummy there. The semantic meaning of dummy “it” cannot be @, which
means that dummy it must be projected a meaning by logical subject. By contrast, dummy ‘there’ is
flexible. If there is no modifier or all modifiers are only for the existent, the semantic meaning of
dummy there will be @. Whereas, when modifiers work for others rather than existence, dummy
there would get the semantic meaning by projection from these modifiers. And usually, meanings
relate to specific or abstract time and space.
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1. 5|

PUEWTF 7 Z 45 7R T R EAE it (AL [1] [2] [BIAIAEELA][4] [5] [6] [7] [8], ASVKHf 7 AT Bk
f ] fl—— “It + be + 441 + that \A)” Frff) that M A2 B8 AR & [FIALTE A), TR IFIE AT

EHCRIEH, BN A=3E: 1) i that 5l SHIFEENG), 2) BIERASERR 5] S
FEiEMA), 3) B what B# whatever 51 S M A Hf, 7E that 51 S FiBMNA)F, 4 “it+be+ £
W +that A7 A AL, Gnfel 1.

#] 1: Itis a pity that he can’t swim.

it 784 0 B LA R AR TR L, T it (35 SOU Y that AR, DRE,  “it + be + f1A%E
& +that W7 XFRONER B, it R EIE, that NAREIEMEIE. FR, ROEZD pity X%
MR ARG AR RIE BARNE, FFE that WA H N EREHT AR . Xl 23K that A RESR AL T
TR IAE it (B L, S TR A B AR R . SEIEASCIR AT TR A “it + be + 44iA] + that M
)7 H that WNAJRETS BB [FIAZIE N A), OEREIENA, BIEXE BN EIEEIE?

2. R EIEHE

DA OB AL IR IR, TERFIE it KHFRAE ERRE X, Hr= RN TR AT R EFIEDR
BOR ., EAFSES TR EE it 77 AR AR .

Fillmore A Ay it /2 5 il ¥ ¥ (1) 7342 1) 7 The case for case —+H 9, Fillmore $5Hi:  “7E—AMf
AR e R — Pk, XA RE R BB E R R BT A M EE . AR ERE— NP AR
B 1) TR E T — RIVB R I — P BCE R BRSNS HIRRSY, B0 BRI kAR
B NEHIKS 7 [9]. HHE Fillmore UM A, “Itis a pity that he can’t swim.” &Lt F, K 1—
FIESHITE spec L B2 CPy, # FRAMMIEEE: BB—Fh, MBRE - AE s CP, sl 2; 2 F,
H it s — A S HIS CPy, Wi 3.
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Figure 1. The duplication of subject
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Figure 2. Deletion of the second duplication CP

E 2. MRE=ESImS CP
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Figure 3. Replacing it with CP
[ 3. it F#k CP,

P, Chomsky AR, EAJIZEARVET, dummy it S8t e a3l AR P A 0, HAS B 08 X
€, dummy it AITFE 1K) P 25 75 2 CP #2434t [10]. Chomsky ML s5 K “It is a pity that he can’t swim.” [{I# &,
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Figure 4. The view of Chomsky
& 4. Chomsky B9 &5
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3. that NI RIIER S
3.1 WA

BEXHIX R, ASSCR SRR A DY 73 AT HE T, H5 “that WA FRIAZTEM A ” A “that A2
ENA)” XA TAT A S, TR AR DDA SR

1) that MAJEESE [FRIALTE AN A), SO A

2) that A EJE AL A, TTAS 2 315 A

3) that A AR FIAL IR NED, T2 5 A

4) that WNEJBEAS R FIALTEA], thAE A,

32. REEH

“it+be + IR ARG + that WY D2 2 LR DA G T 1 SCMAJTE R 2%

1) TR EREE.

2) Dummy It A< B A B4 S, HE PRGN, BIA) T 1 E0E it Aae 9. RNE D Rtk 7,
RAE) AR L ERAGIERN.

3) G AL A R A A IR R R

4) AREIERE T .

3.3. MMEGEREEMESHT

FETULEbRAE, FRATR AR AR Y 73 R i YA 45 2 5 S

g5 1——that M AR [EI A5 A AR F 15 W A) . That MWA)RZ E1EMNA], T that AEJRTELA it $& 4
X NEE, AFEE it e AND, &M 2. That WA FEAZIEMNA], T that M A)AT LAl % 44 3
BEATAE SCRUR S i DL R 42 38 K PR RE S 4 B B, R A6 3. [ dummy it 2 ) TR B E
BEDR, &40 1o (22 that [FIR R E0E it A SIE 2508 AT IE U, TERRIGA) 7 “ Ak
FEABBORIEIER . 7 SIERE RINE L, ALK 4, A&,

gE R 2——that A FIGIIE A), A2 38N, dummy it i 2 A) Pl A B mMEER, fF6%
1. That A a)JE [RIALEE G, AT It 5 44 1] J6 48 B AR AL IR T AR LR R, 755 & 2% A 3. That ARJA
FFEMNA), TEIEE dummy it FEEHE S MR ETE it TIERE AR N, it 105 SO @, R AN 2,
F A G

[ ASCERZ R, 0 FE dummy it &R A — AN 2R there, TERFILA] “There + be + % 414 +
that 5], I that AN EJAN AT X B 1E SR Gk . X2 i T it A1 there 2257 38U, HARFN
RET], A B EA A SO, EASCA AT it AU &S L R HRAZE, T there FREAIX /N5
il R K

AR N EE it WAL AE LFTHEIX — i, #% M Randolph [ A grammar of contemporary
English [11]—+5, AR FIE it (68— 7 Fh.

1) SVC: It’s a pity to make a fool of yourself.

2) SVA: It’s on the cards that income tax will be abolished.

3) SV: It doesn’t matter what you do.

4) SVO: It surprised me to hear him say that.

5) SVOC: It makes her happy to see others enjoying themselves.

6) SV #:5): 1t’s said that she slipped arsenic into his tea.
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7) SV #3)) C: It was considered impossible for anyone to escape.

AWERER], 2V JE be Zhin, A THREZHEN “ARB” ¢ 2V &% (S L)), F)T1
MEEZIER “AW B EAR”, “BREABAR” s “BXN AR —DIE” . WA THRIEEARZER
A, X7 RATHA-DEZE BN TG O ASIB R it AR IE R EIECEAE R TIE
it [ AE Do

AV KA there be f7ILA). RILLK: There be fFHLA) 0 AMZE: 1) HEOE—FHEWMZMA],
il 2; 2) AMUEI T AAEY, BT HALKEMIE, @l 3 1 in my city, {7 4 ] yesterday F1{5 5
1] that two people was killed .

4] 2: There is an accident.
4] 3: There is an accident in my city.
4] 4. There is an accident yesterday.

%] 5: There is an accident that two people was killed.

] 2 FIEABIR R “HHARVEIEMN” , A)FREEEIE, there ToiE X, fF1EY) an accident t10
L) there E5FTE X, there 5 S @ B 3 Rl 4 [SEAIB 42 “IEIEANH 7 58 7E AR, A AT
ARVGECE HEAE”, o s E B (AT DR BRI, Rl DR IR . b SR ) AT DL there $25 4k
TS RS 60 %, BITLA there mh A T ARTECE ISR 3E Lo ] 5 AR B —MEAaFER AR iH
T, FEDRIAFEY BB R A RE T there Fe5HE S, Fr LA there 115 S @,

BHRE, ST R E2BE—FYNAIA, A there A S EAE X, A PHSHE L, RHH
R EEINRE . 155 — PR IATRA A I A, a0 SA) T L3R o A XHFAE YA B 34T
B4, Ak TR T RS [RD RS BB, T there WT LA F5 5 B IR) 25 (R (9335 3L, 12638 AT DU S i) sl 2L
I R HANIR R AFAE A G HATAE M, WS T R AFEVIREAT S, A there BEAHE X,
UL there [¥178 U2 @ BT LAAEILA) 1) there HEAN R 20 15 3L, 8 X @ 1) there TERUIAIAFELA) AT L2 &
RIS

BT AKT T A G 1 45 B 2——that WAIAS TR R EAERSHE X, Rl 5 42 W B HE oL, Kt
Y it Bl there, FERLHIE)T- “There is a pity that he can’t come.” # A DL &9%HT T o

S5 3——that AR FIMIENG), T2 FilNa] . that Wa)JE 338 A A), AT BL 1 it 3
ATV SCICET, it 38 XA @, FF a4 2. dummy it 2 4) TR BA FIERER, a5 1. %5
RTRHA)TR “hESRYE—NMEIE. 7, HR AW PR e] DA AR RE, & 550 3, RTINS AT i A
BXLA, ROkt 4. SR 3WEEKM L, KM 2, &M 3%t 4, REEMN.

45 4——that WA BEAZ FIALIE A, AR FEMMNA]. dummy it i 24 TR EA EiE M ER,
R4 1o BT That WAASE 1B M), kR dummy it BE5HE X, AR R EIE it TIERE AR
WS, it B SUR @, R 2. A, that WAIASZ FIRITE ANA), Tovk i R4 a8 L, S8
R4 IR TCIERE AR, 1 IR R IF 3% B L NI A FRIEAZ 2 “@is a pity | that he can’t swim.” ,
B, AERFM 4. BT REM 2 T3, R 4 G

3.4. HTREE

S55R 1 AFAETE TR, Prbh “that WEJRERZ [RIAZTE NA), SORFEMA” AMor: 4558 2 &g
Fif it (35 SO @, FTLL “that AR FIGLTE NA), (EAE EIE A" AROL; 45258 3 756 4 Tk
f, “that WEIARFIGLE A, T2 EEMNE 7 AL %0 4, TCiknt i g4 m i) IR AT 3R, Rt
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B

ERARIE AL it 5 SGE @, Bl “that WEIEEAZFEIMIEM G, AR EENA” AL, PIAEER
RAEGER 3 WAL, Frbh “it + be + IR L HEFIE + that WA)” H1 that WAJE B MNA], AR 41
DI EIEDATSYINCI S

4. BE

“it + be + R ARG + that WF)” HE that WAJ2 EIEMNE], ANRME LR FELEMNG. 5
bb, FEWTFEH AT LG5 T KRR it S5 HE1A there FE T ETE AP HZE SR, RER] it 4R IE 1O A5 B 8
S, HEAA it I SUCANBEAZ @, T there AIBCH XK. 2 there be F) T ANFEAE AR M B B 1B (U 47
FEVIREATHRIRRS, M there HUTESCR @, 1A TA A EZ BN, there LIRSS
TRER Sy TR SCIEST, I BAR E T R A PR I TR S5 O S

S E 3wk
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