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Abstract

This article provides an analysis of the inaugural speeches delivered by British leaders Boris
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Johnson, Elizabeth Truss, and Rishi Sunak, focusing on the interpersonal function perspective. The
research uncovers several commonalities, including the extensive use of the first person to convey
their viewpoints and the effective use of modality verbs to elicit emotional resonance. All three
leaders make significant use of moderate modality. They employ declarative language to assert
their positions, communicate objective information, and shed light on the challenges and difficul-
ties facing the United Kingdom. However, distinctions become apparent in the emphasis of their
speeches. Johnson emphasizes a strong collective identity, frequently using the second person to
create a sense of closeness, while employing low modality to advance political goals, particularly
emphasizing the prominent “Brexit” ideology. Truss, on the other hand, exhibits a strong sense of
self-awareness, with a high proportion of first-person singular pronouns and a significant use of
low modality, allowing her to advocate assertive political measures and drive reforms in the UK.
Sunak exudes confidence, with a high proportion of first-person singular pronouns, surpassing the
use of first-person plural, and minimal use of low modality, aiming to convey authority and lea-
dership while emphasizing an unwavering belief in leading the UK through its challenges. The
study suggests that the UK is currently grappling with economic difficulties, inefficient social go-
vernance, and political turmoil. British leaders are employing their individual policy approaches
to bring stability to the situation.
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1. 518

S E A T AR AL T ONBRThRE R R, ABRThRER L 7MKL AL . AN, A
BRIfRERT LR — N N Sy« MRS o BEIDRETFAR R /N B ANRR AR Lo AR, SRk
TEHEVHER KRR . S MBORRHME, LSBT, WEE2EmINREFEBGE T )
Yo PEEDR R GEA T LE K, B TAE, EFER, FRE BRI M, JEE KB
BT RBIEBAR, ASCERE T 9 FE =07 5 Rt IR, MAFR 1S RTE R HrisE o 2 BRI
RERIAHE, B PR RO AT AR £ NS IR MU B, SR LR E 1A .

2. HRGRIR

20 HE2EJE kLUK, 0 AR 3 S LS T RGNAEIE 3 HE, 6V SR LRI
ERMER, AR HETIL]. bk, 66 SFAsThae, WHONTTIAL, BESIhA. AFRIhaE.
VERTIIAE. Forb, A BRINAESE BT 1 5 7 i T LLR M SO 00 B R R . AR
TERIEEA . WARATR A . SIS TR, WAE R IO, . R,
P B 8 P AR 7 19 AR o

A% 3 N RRINAEE U5, AT IR R . WIHBE I R GE RSB IO £ JE A HHOLE 1i5
FERIAFF(2]. 3 SR T SR R IIAEIE 2% 40 FERORIEI3]. 2ok Tk e A B 2 XU RE 22,
Mg WURIBOOL 0 A 25 SCREE, 1A B2 SNBSS, B, SR L3 [4].

[ 2 B2 A B T BRI T S0 B A A0 0T . SMEBCERT AL, BEE ST . AR T 5
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E=1
=,

V51

W A FE o A BRI S SLIS) R T 30 R AR 8 S B VR A0 4R SR S 3D
[6]. EMLAEABRDRICIA T, B TRIE » SUMRFEBFED RS . LT “e
BT SR PSS I I [ 7]

EAER, B DFEHETIIL T NI RIS AR H09CBL. B MBI « STARBIVAT Y - iR
RERRII P35 0L SURVERS ELT I 6 1 FF AL A B ). S SCR M A BRI REEI R, 407 T 20
HEARE B2 2015 48264 B ROIHIO. 252EXF Facebook (10 AL f K £ B A2 Ml SAL B VE RS
MRS TS RGUR TR RS A7 HTHEAT AT B [10]. i OB T Py 5D 38 44 Al
SR, R s AU SO A 7 T 57 1],

{4 2 LT T BRI A ARRIDRE . RAMHT T R « SERRAE 2008 JIH SELATHY
B FAITL2] . BT LA BT T TR S B HTREE 95 - 5.5 0 65 0 M A OB e A B SO
[13]. SR T A BR D RELESHE B STILITT I HMTRTT (LR T 36/ E RS A SO LET S
LA SR A BRI R E AR S I B E

3. KEAS ARPURIH ABRINGESC I 4

AT BRI R e an I BAS HEJE , P NME R . 2019 4E 5 A 25 H, HE 5 76 L AHAFE 5 3900 « 1§
BEATHE6 A7 HEEZZIN. 2019 457 H 24 H, {Rpiati Bl « A8t T lH—T i, ®A
BEE R A 77 AR E AR, AR T 10 SNSRI U, SRR SR SR ORI A
IR ML, AR B BRI AT MG TE SO BRI HE 2% o AR “REFLIR” (R 80ZE AN, A VrisEfEsE
K 99 KN FERUBLRK, I HA B SRR B BRI A AE R R

T AN NI EROL H R, 005 771 FLB T B, PRI o 88, DL R o ] ] PN 282 SR 37 BV AT (1 B
EIR = AR B T « Z98db T 2022 4R 7 H 7 HARRFFPEYE. EUbiEE S, 202249 H5 H, %
FE R AN RIS« Rrhn i mT W BOR B LA « D590, QIR IR 3090l JERUNDEE 58 78 (£ 1
M, WREGEEE RRRREYS c 2 EME = E M. 9 A 6 H, KRR T4 10 5 E AR AN R R
B UL, WTEE PR Ron, BREBORIR AT Bk 9o 5 R R AE R 2], (Rt e E s, FERmes
B3804 e v e U5 fe HLAS: 1)

A EME T E RS, LARTE ) 5¢ U BRRS () ffidy, 2022 47 10 H 20 H, AN E « fRehiire
W BUB T 10 SRR A B, BEATRE 2 A — R, Reh 7 0 [ o A 50 AR SR R A . 2022
410 H 25 H, HEERTEIREAS « H90ciifaszdr, BOVRBUERT s, HEREREMHE. 75
FEE UL, IR0 R A IR RTBUR (RS 5%, (R BEIR S 30 A E R 145, e 90 B E 25 bl

ASCIEEL T E A 77 AT AR T < Z0uh, 55 78 AT AN TS B AR, 55 79T E A A < U5
AT R R U, R T =AU B VR R N BR DR A R ARSI, DARTE SR EAHIE . RAEW
T RRREKE R, BEENBUA K EE M.

3.1. ARG

BTSSR, AFRAR B EANTE 5 1A R R HEAT 1, ARG B4 A5 AR AR 1 T A i
— R EARYE A PR AN PR L AR R TR B, T DUNERAT TS Nk R SRR [14]; #HALTE
15t S AT LIS A A 5] A A FRARTA SR SE BN B S [1] e B s 2 i UF 2 B0t B N B 1 L
WY B SRR ML AR AR R UR[15] . MR UF 1 2SS el v . LU R, AMSSTE, B
IR B L RS . EBURBE I, ABRE SUEEAEBTEE AT AR A SEBL[16] o Wr ARFE S T
LR AT DRSS I P A AN PR AR R A A T SR R B S L SR FEMIS L SR A A R AN
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PR M RAFRIRCR . STk, RSO S H P =G0 g AR BT - 298k, FHieh e « FEhiin i
A o RN HBUE P B NFRAE AT 1 gevh, BARnEE 1 PR,

Table 1. Personal pronouns used in inaugural speeches

= 1 REVEHHARKIR

B— AR AR =AW
NFRARH]
I/me/my we/us/our you/your it/he/him/her/she/his they/them/their
BRIR 171317 40/4/20 117 14/0/0/3/0/0 8/0/4
il LA - 2000 L 5 20% 46% 13% 12% 9%
p<s 66% 13% 20.7%
AR 16/1/2 21/0/11 0/0 4/0/1/1/0/0 2/0/0
TS IS E U2 T 33% 55% 0 8.6% 3.4%
pss 88% 12%
BRIk 27/1/4 4117 4/5 4/1/0/1/1/4 0
B« TR Lk 50% 19% 14% 17%
pss 69% 14% 17%
3.11. F—AMR

NFRARH] T EAFEE — AP 5 A =AW Hodr, S — AW MBS . 580y “1.
me. my” , BHECN “we. us. our” o 1 FERRINF AT A0 EAH K ERE AT g S . Hor,
fify FL T« 2950 AR R DR 1708 AN SESCHUA], SR 7 B A A o TEAR IR IR, AR
B B NPRIE AR i T 88 T ARRAIEE = ANBR, HAs SR Z . L, “17 17k, “me” 3
W “my” TR, “we” 40 ¥k, “us” 47k, “our” 20 k. MIREBKE, B ABANSZH, BT
EUAE VS Y G2 —BEARIEE, “17 “me” “my” XA NERIARAME AL . tEE -4
I FEIZ 17 M “my” SRR FRZLN KT B, teo Aok, XS E A ST E A
“1 have every confidence that in 99 days’ time” X HL{) “1” $8ff BLHH 50 99 K5 sSCl “MER” . Fin
“My job is to make sure you don’t have to wait 3 weeks to see your GP and we start work this week with 20
new hospital upgrades, and ensuring that the money for the NHS really does get to the front line.” &L ] My job”
PABE T sCAE SO B S DU IR BAE A 8, BRBH ), A s /R A&, eI AT s [J A RR
TR, WISLTAEEPR.  “we” A ARERERE UL, ZAMAG TR Z “FA17, dwEmig “A
OAN”, fREESEAR, A PARE U AFIE oE 2 (R EE B, SRR . 40 “And as we prepare for a
post-Brexit future, it is time we looked not at the risks but at the opportunities that are upon us.” fifl B #7 7 b f
M “we” , WEHFIEE A R—EFF O TER BRI, B SBSEE Rer, 3=/ T ARBZEK. THE
. FU0 “Itis here in Britain that we are using gene therapy, for the first time, to treat the most common form of
blindness.” Ji T~ [ S A A SL et Al Mt B RK RE T DA, FH “we” 35 24 BOGHE 1Y) B A5 A7

FESFITS 1« Hpho il oo B AP, 58— ARRIE R M E b e, 183 88%, mim#id X
AP AFREIEC B o phr g Se [ s B = A m A, — gl “IR” . “1” Il T 16 I, “we”
HELT 200k, “our” HIL T 11 Ik, HAbEE — AFRAGIR HILE JLF—+E. W1 “I have a bold plan to grow the
economy through tax cuts and reform. I will cut taxes to reward hard work and boost business-led growth and
investment. I will drive reform in my mission to get the United Kingdom working, building, and growing.” %547
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ol

Wi S “1” R\ B DR Bua i, B =AM E N, R0 a8 AR, 1k EREAT .
AR, WA S 7 IR 50 “BEk%” 5 BB IR — 8, BEREMAME. FW. 2K
R “we” AU RARVEN, E5gm AR B SCREAE . 1 “We will transform Britain into an as-
piration nation... with high-paying jobs, safe streets and where everyone everywhere has the opportunities they
deserve.” ZE[E “Wikk” J5NAMEERE AT, S A RARYCo R, Rz e i R A A R
MIAE AFge 4, BOsf FIATAESE 77 TH 5 0[5 R, AN 0 Ly s [ 2 RE tH N B ) e
LAk TGS, AERFRLT RO RS A S RN BRI IR A .

A« BRETH R by, HAEREEM, K& THRIPUEYE, 3L 577 M, 2456 408k, flfE
S — ANFPRIGREUE T 55—, & H 69%, 55 A = ARRIAE A SAH 2. Horh “1” BT 27 X, “our”
HIL T 7 9, HoAd NFRACTE R IR AN TR, S Al BAS B SRS /), 4 280E w5 U SR,
e o B AN R R, G “1 will place economic stability and confidence at the heart of this
government’s agenda. | will unite our country, not with words, but with action.” ‘& 5 7544 5e % %2 FIEUE H A,
P55, IS, 1hIeE A RAEE A EIE KA 22 8 h 1 2 2288, 33Xt O 1] e Bk H 7 5% [ G 2R 1)
LU, ARSI, e AEE, T a1ME, B TIENE, @EPkk.

3.1.2. BZARR

BN RERN “you” 1 “your” o “you” EBEHPHAMEH: 51K EE I IZE I HE;
T T T U 5 T AR 0 1 DA SR AR SV R BB [16] o A 0% B i AR (s R v, i BB 2 sdh AN
B Ay« TGS — NFRITRE L —FE, PRI B« Rehr i OREOy 00 X I i fe ke H 2 3
MTRP G G N Tz R AR, RrhsRid 53, BA “JEIR” KA.

FES0 BT « 208 R, 58 T ARG =R AR i D 1, T HE 13%, SALHIE T 18
O RN QORI T s N, BB E R A AR BREZRU N, B AFR “you” S A AT DAAEWT i
NAURAE N0 2R I R A T R, i 25 1 X7 1o B PR B AR R ER 25 . 5140 “ My job is to make
your streets safer; My job is to make sure your kids get a superb education wherever they are in the country” ,
XHE “your” FREE NI, AEAEIR, FAEZFKEM, a5 AREROKZEMEH .
RNy, BB A2 T AR SASIRR R AR RO BEE RS [17]. MXTT NI Kk, Yo bl b
BT LE A R SO IR ) R AR ORAE,  HREL “your” SXANHRAR, B9 — IR AN SR K

By SR T 9 YA — AFR, 353 14%. 5140 So | stand here before you ready to lead our country
into the future, to put your needs above politics, to reach out and build a government that represents the very
best traditions of my party.” “you” F “your” fRUEE AN R, TN ORIEFT 0L EARS L, BAR
T RIBAESE — AL, Al 7 &L RALSR N, EEAHE 6 J&uENI[18]. thflfyrd “you” Al “your”
FRASE FH A5 ¢ U o ) — SCAE IR [R5 0, 1k | RO ROy R R — B, RTHAR: b E e
AR RE XS, AE T AR IR B 32, IR E AT

3.1.3. B=AM

FENIRFEIREA SRR 00 . =GR st IR, SR T« 298 R LA « DR AE AR =N
FREGELBILE IS 1« SFRi i M. = AR “it” ARG E R,  “they” [ FIMURAS LI,

FEAf B o 295 R R P, A ELIA R T 20.7%, Horb “it” HELT 14 IR Quirk R AR =
NFRARIA]IE B Fa PR AR A5 15 5 AR R AHEWT I N sy, 2 H T Hide ek /n45[18]. #iltn “It stands for
freedom and free speech and habeas corpus and the rule of law, and above all it stands for democracy” , “it”
RS R — R “flag” , Z08dbdos “EiE” ARBEEKRAE, SREABNFIREH, AH
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TRAPANRIE R, MRS “BRc” R, moeE N RRRE.

FERIN S REhr s R, “it” EERAE T R M 48 I DI HE . 41 40“ We need to reduce the burden
on families and help people get on in life. | know that we have what it takes to tackle those challenges. Of
course, it won’t be easy. But we cando it.” ARAJHIL T =ik “it” , FE—AEFR, WELERIIEE, A
HE=AMEFERTSC,  Frh R SR K BE A8, AT B AR, XN S ) =N
Eiid R

B Ay« TRsCE U “it” A0 “his” BHIL T PUR.  “his” FEBCHISRIRAE P AE A, 2
U E R 23 AR ARHTE B A /R By =t AN 5L « 29598, 40 “I1 have just been to Buckingham Palace and
accepted His Majesty the King’s invitation to form a government in his name.” #1 “1 will always be grateful to
Boris Johnson for his incredible achievements as prime minister, and | treasure his warmth and generosity of
spirit.” 35— A R0 AR BT = AT A RS, B8 A SROR B E MV 2 il i A D S B TR, R
B 51 H CAF R E A S~ RE S

3.2. BEARGST

FALIEIN Y, IS TT DS MU X — I SR B i 27y, AR UL UE 3 1K) 1SR BRI A5 .
RAEE, ALONRIRE RGN EZIRR[1]. ER P RESA LUEL R &S AR, 3hid. 4
W SR SEILN PRI fE . 3 MR R SR B, AT DS R R B RS B, AL S
BRSO EAA E M o 5 AL AEAR I U0 20— T 5K A 8 R AR AT 12 L TR A A E S5k
LR, RS EGE  REANEEEE. ROV ST DRI E RIS AN, R, A
o X = A4 D R D b R S sl AT T St

Table 2. Modality verbs in inaugural speeches

= 2. MERHNIRSHIDEE

&M i fE L
can may could will would should must
e 5 0 0 25 0 0 1
i L « )i i 16% 0 0 81% 0 0 3%
Mt 16% 81% 3%
M 6 1 0 15 0 0 0
(TS IR SE 2] Y4 27% 5% 0 68% 0 0 0
it 32% 68% 0
M 2 0 0 12 1 0 1
ECEiN L) Y4 13% 0 0 75% 6% 0 6%
Mt 13% 81% 6%

e 2 i, WEM LA, = A0 E AR IR e S LEBOR, JEHRE “will” BT XIBEil oy,
A AWMU, 48 AAIE RGOS RE 2 RO AR B ol , & e 7 es AT 8 A E e &
POy, =Rz R B IR 2 [19]. IREE SR T, XREMEE RN FIRERN
FTRETEATRER, DL RN — R iR G R, SR MRS H. 2Rl
PG AT T MRBUER UEE S B3k i3, HAR, ROMERSE, fOg SWrAREIEEE, Ml o
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%
ol

LN, AR RN bR S SEIAZ B E 1[20]

M FF, TE6f BT « ZQ8ua s vE, REED “will” BT 25 &k, S 81%. —MCRit,
“will” A U R AR AR, BB U A AT e AR . B “ With high hearts
and growing confidence, we will now accelerate the work of getting ready. And the ports will be ready, and the
banks will be ready, and the factories will be ready, and business will be ready, and the hospitals will be ready,
and our amazing food and farming sector will be ready and waiting to continue selling ever more not just here
but around the world.” 288 7EHGER 7 A “will” HWTARPRIE, NT “Bkk” , BIFCEERFER, 2
VPN E ISR, ELmir RS InED . EEdth, KEEETH AL, “can” HILT
5%, FEHTRIE“GH” “nlEg” “¥nl” . 40 “Brexit was a fundamental decision by the British people,
that they wanted their laws made by people that they can elect and they can remove from office”, 7E1tk, “can”
For YRR BB TIRE, BOR ABRDIRE T SR MEOR M . AR R, CBER” 2R T E AR
P E M E B, B AT ERIEX M), R L, BREPSTEEE AR, XAMESE 75
ENR A, ik “WBR” F 7 BERSER B AR . SRR — e B S H 7y, HET A e
N B0 Ao RO BT R ANSS J AR “IERK” . “we must now respect that decision and create a new
partnership with our European friends—as warm, as close and as affectionate as possible.” fh3&7~, Z<[E BU
CaiHEE, SHREANRF QWAL “BEK” , XA NECHIZ R, T2 25 BRI A& A 187
— NG BE . SRUIRH AR C R AT S, Al “JBRR” BURE R, RIS .

R, FFEYD A« fedr sk R 2 AE “will” HILT 15 4%, Lyons AR,  “will” o] H T f
PRALILT 5 AT TS B [21]. 01 will cut taxes to reward hard work and boost business-led growth and
investment.” Ko~ FATE G ST = RBUK, 25 RRHBERNTASE RIS FrhindE A “will” 217
5 H AR RS B CECE, X2 iEea BRI Rrhr it 2 O AEACEE,  “can” fEH T 6
W, Ak 27%. 0 “1 am confident that, together, we can ride out the storm. We can rebuild our economy. And
we can become the modern brilliant Britain that | know we can be.” iX B HHL T PUR “can” , HIRFILAEE
PEAR L HAE MR AW R AEAE E N A Rett. RERERBIREL, BRsNG, Rrhol s =R
FEE AT, HIMEE. Tos R e S A O B PR A, R AR G e HOW R R R AE
21 TN KRS R 2R A0 EARR, AH 2 295 7E OR 57 56 I A b B sz ma g 50830k, BRItk i
FEMCFEARAL R MBI RIS BEE A, MR EEAS. RR2ERESE, AR T i FHEAR T
FRE, $RESERTT.

rEAETEASE BA « PO IE R E T, “will” HILT 12 &k, HSRERE B Bk
Hefiirar . = &% . 40 “1 will place economic stability and confidence at the heart of this government’s agenda.”
TN TR R UE BT BUR S %, K25 R e RS OAE NBUR BRI RZ 0 F “will” KA —Frae i e
FERBUE BUR SR o B TR 0T B = RO L [ R 2 BERBU RS R, 0 b8 e 5 19 1R AR s A
iR R R T30 %, it fasZdr, HAEEM IR — 7 IAb e RS SRRSO, SEANBUR
J&, AN ANBIBERAERS T 241 0F[22]. A —J7 1, SRESFRR, BURNY, EJUFESE M, iERA%
SRR, FEML, FREN T4 A R “must” , 01 “after all the dislocation that caused in the midst of a terrible
war that must be seen successfully to its conclusions, | fully appreciate how hard things are.” 757447 FH —Fh A~
BB ESFRA, By 18 B K Tkl Gy, a3 LR, 53 ATEIRIE O,

33. BRARGIH
TR DUSEBUE R IO PR L, TR I R A 7 E R B EZ sy, B
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R

EIEMRER T . WPEBEA Y, FIRERT, BROER LG, RIFRRIE S RERDER, FiEER,
RELRARSE MG S ERRRFIREE FIE N, 1) RpaR s AE EIER, EEAL T IRE M 28 2) HAhk
EEER, IR TRERD )G, B B AR R, & Fa) 7R A R L TEE A
—FERIE B AL [23] -

Table 3. Sentence classification in three inaugural speeches

%3 ZRBIESPaTaE

Wik ) BE I £ Rk A it

fif By« Z%gidh 34 1 10 45
TS IS E &) 38 0 1 39
B« TR 32 0 3 35

SR EFRLE 3), =ArE A REAE HBRE ). 7ES BT « 208Kk 11 SR RERE PE e, 3
45 AN R BRAR A AR, A 37 ) BRIR A R EOW S S AR . W “We in this
government will work flat out to give this country the leadership it deserves and that work begins now.” #)iih
EHIMRIA ), FRORBUN C A 9 B N B3 R RO HE % o BRI A 9 NFRARE A [0 S i) A Rk
RGM RN [24] . LIFEES & 58— NFR. T EEMERRG), EO0M B 7Y, AESTERLE
2 R HE AL, R, PR BB, R EE S R e “Our
people have shown grit, courage and determination time and time again.” 454 % 9& H R & _ER B
Bk E . k. AFFESARE] 7S BRI A A T FHE R AER, S AR RS T i
FE AT FR G RS, it IR AT Rt ] DU IR RR SR B . 17 LA « 7540 5 3 UF A 1 “ The government
I lead will not leave the next generation, your children and grandchildren, with a debt to settle that we were too
weak to pay ourselves.” {3~ B CLATT FIBUM A 2 L2 [ RAR 57057 5 22, MV TH] e Bt Al 22 3 AT
ISR R, APt A% b BRIA R B AT DLER i BRI 22 42 R, 3 Jm BURT e 55O BRI & A2 0%
AU Rk 15 RABIEE R
4. BV

MBS FH W RBORTER, 8 SRS AT BIBGAE 5 2T MR S 4k, NBURIER RIS 2T
SR AR AIE FC A 2R DR [25]

ASCLAE F A X whALE AN BR D REON BB AL, MAFRS 188 IR =I5 A 1 S E AR
Wy - Zogndh s PRS- R AT« RN ORI, SRR TS EIL AR BOAE A . BRI
=0 E MU F AT, RN, #GEESE — AR, PAEE 5 RAKIEE R, #id
#HIBGA PR, RUBPER SO R AR AR, M TERRIRIL ARSI, #OCRA M RS,
a0 “will” , DA R % B BRI, PP AR IR G AEIE ST T, HR S Rk R, DA%
BER, EEBAEK. ARSET, BT =AM AR, FURBEE K= S M ARR TR
RIAHE AN o BRI « 208 R MIRE(E S PAT, WERR LR R AN, R
SIMIRE RS — = AFRORILIERE AR . IS« R FARIEE RS RPN E 2250 10 T, YilaAR “ 8k
IR 2,07 MR T =JOBTBOR, “TEIR” BPERS Mt K B AT SR — ARRRVIREE A UG . B -5
el fe2r, N LREEREEN . KRR T AT E PIRE AR, 55— AFRPEfE
B B Z mEEE, DIERRBURBIBUEE AT /g, DLy S 8 VA AR AR & SR
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i
i
e

A, FEB B SR TR, B R AR S G R, S E AT SR A
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