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Abstract

Based on the grammaticalization theory and the corpus of English, Chinese and Japanese from an-
cient times to the present, this study describes the evolution path of PLEASE Honorifics. By com-
paring the similarities and differences of PLEASE Honorifics in syntax and semantics of English,
Chinese, Japanese and, and analyzing the deep motivation behind its paths, it is found that PLEASE
Honorifics presents certain similarities and regularities in the evolution process. The evolution of
PLEASE Honorifics is the process of grammaticalization, with the characteristics of more and more
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procedural semantics, more free syntactic distribution, more subjective tendency, and more and
more extensive use at the context level. It is concluded that the evolution mechanism of PLEASE
Honorifics is reanalysis, analogy, metonymy and metaphor.
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1. 58
EBARSEIE T, “please” W LLHAEM 1 H) 5 R FRIUTRK

(1) Unless you consider them too personal, please answer the following questions. (Readers Digest, 1930)

TEIXAMII ), “please” fFEJvEliE, FHTELL “answer” JFSkMprflin) s, HA ARG RIIT)
. (FRAA, 1997) [1]

Traugott & Trousdale (2013) [2]&HLIAR H & Rt & A KA G R I ge i & B fEE M A+, B v-T
+ < 12 & Wi —iEBh 45 #(serial verb construction). HUNFI(L)H ) “HEMEL T 23w ERRBEYE
T2 It, RERKZRANE LML, &30 “ (TR N)ERYFEAN BB RE , BE ML
FFRIRE R D BE -

2 ChEEREBONZTEZOERVWET N ZDLO4LDELTENHZTHEL T2
S, ((TaovhLa5F) , BRFS, 2003)

AR Z NN IR A, (R T8 e BRI R A AR TG

BARDGE T, AEAALBHIER) “18 7 WA R RRIERMIIRE. Bl “W 7 FAEDGE AR R
I A, BRI SR W AREL AL, R BIE3).

(3) WAEEI: BUEM AR (SRZHER) A AHE R E I RHK? ( CRESCES ) 553
HOCE, hEs, 1992)

R DEA H i ALS A B SEAT O SO A, (LA [ AR T3 SRR TE F R i Fe G SR
TROERE, =18 HET P IRt s Bk, AOFREEN: H—, EIAREHIES
o, =R RER 7AETE DR R L R I A R R A, AR S RE DL D) RE T L I H TR L
S A? 557, PLEASE JEEE(E =F i 5 A K AR g, RIESBRAS [F] pg st B B TE 5 % sCRg A 2 75
AR —E B E? =, ERXMIEFEZRERE S, REEREEALH M4 B0, 17E
PLEASE B, L3 S AEAE 9 DR AT 1 (152 P S b HAT M 1 2

2. PLEASE iBRHERTEE

EFEAPCEREAT AL IS R OIS 5, A AR SRR EEAT R . DUE R “1E 7 IR IADUE
GBI, A SRR PR S S AR EWETOE U7 o JEETK “please” 4G OED i i
AL, AshiE, B, AR =MIBR, ARSCEER R “please” o 1M1 H 1E R AN IE R IEM B R
ZAFAOREAT AL, RN A VO REREAORSEHL, B “V-T + <Zsn” . BT =fiEFEX
FESCIS R AR BL 36, IR AW, 55—, = FH A RARIE Wi N AR I RE . 2R

>
[aYay
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= ZHEBARORERIIIRE. B =, KBS EAERIA S A EREINA . Kk, KHUE
AR AR AT TS SR D BERITE F TR ARy PLEASE B35, HAESEN H =FhiE 5 72072 “please” , “V-
T+ {FEaw” f“§”,

3. PLEASE USRI ARTER
3.1. EiEH “please” HIAFPRTELIE

“please” BRI GETHFIE = AN IR R4y Rt a0 B R I(11~15 tHaD). 15~20 g DL 21 tHhad
FIAE . A CAE BRI ZESH COCA. COHA. OED. EEBO. HiithZlsiEmf i, “please” M H%#A 2
YE BN, 2577 WA K RER] KA FE R B .

3.1.2. pH-OIEBERAAE “please”

“please” MJEE—ANHIVE R HILTE 1350 4EHh ) (SRUKEE) H, 1ENA KWz, & 3h “to gratify,
satisfy, delight.” , XA SUSN T IE4E “please” & UK M —AN3Eat . .

(4) in K. D. Bulbring Earliest Compl. Eng. Prose Psalter (1891) xviii. 15 (MED) be wordes of my moupe
shul ben pat hii plesen [L. complaceant] to pe. (Psalter, c1350)

AR AT LA IR

NP + Vi(to gratify, satisfy, delight) + to + Npers

(5) be lord was pleisid [L. placatus], pat he dyde not pe harme pat he speke ageinst his puple. (Bible,a1382)

et 28 i B, Zhin] ik 2 e £ o e S e B on “d” BBl R ]
“pleisid” BERT LA AR S 22K, Wn] DL B AR Dy i 25 23l o AR v vty v f g i R B, oy SRR
1) “was” s&—ANu. HREFEIARR RIS, was B#F 1L be 3.

R, ASKIA) TR0 NP +V + “pat” -clause, H#EHT /MM N + [be + V 4] + O [a)#.

22 b, CRISER T UIHESRE N NP +V &4 + “pat” -clause/PP.

3.1.2.15~20 K FNIF “please”

IR ANERAZ T “please” (to gratify, satisfy, delight), #F 15 20t g, HEA N “Hik
RAE:, PO B8 . R, ZE MR AR R BN A BRI B
i~ , HHFAET “if you please” . “as you please” ZHiaI4E R, 4 FAE R RIE R I EHUEE S,
LUNXITR

(6) I’ll sit down, if you please. (Eustace Diamonds, 1873)

EFI6)H,  “if you please” ] LAt &N A “if it be your will or pleasure, if you like.” 53455 &
IR R BN, BB LIEFAT NS S, TRAEAZEMERI RS . thhh, WEERMEA,
if you please (1) a3y MR MIAHX &b, ATCAIAE ) d, A)E, BLAA)R, fEA)HE IR ICHITER .

A5 AT LATETIA A Npers + Vi, iX—HH#A, “please” KB ARG ORI %, & 1AL RR H A Lk
PART R LA N EH .

3.1.3. 20 H2fF “please” {EJgmEARiA

20 a2 xE4, “please” YEYRKILA, Z2H HIAER MR R b /E AL ATE lARie, HITE
BRI PRI N AL ST 5, Bl

(7) Please send the inclosed to the Port office. (DAVIES, 1771)

MEERE,  “please” EIE X ZETH L4 TiE A (bleaching), )ik EEnE i, &8 E¥Einzib. &
i “please” FNEARS R U] 1 FT A AI0E & SRR R AASBE AL, RIBEUE A\ HT S0 70X 1 h ik R WA
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It HARF ) ERAE1S please 17 7 NbrEMAL, Ui1h N BT T 75 R 28 S ERA b 3Rk . it FE Ay BA
N VAERYEE >V A RYIENEA~V KY)EhiE > Parenthesis > ADV > DM,
3.2. Wigd %" AEREREEE
321 RLE “iF” fEScEMEALM

SR, BRI R ERIECN (L) M (B IREKD) &, FLEILT 157 191290 ZkiEkl. A0t
FCiE ] Antconc B AR A D RE, B SR AE SN0 5 < 7 SR E A, LR R &N IR “35 7
B R . BARERE RN, BRI KNG E RN 2, HBHR/NIREE N 3, IR “iE” Kl
DEA B A A, 15 SnE 1R,

Table 1. System resulting data of standard experiment

=1 AR E NSAA

Cluster Rank Freq Range
i 1 44 !
HE 2 32 1

A HE 3 18 1
2 4 16 1
I 5 13 1

R CCL iBEHE R HARDGEXRT “iF” &AL, WTFHEKEY (M) o XA “iF”
RZHAESH, BN “EREIA B SHSEFH)” , WTRHI(8).

(8) KETENEAE: “TIMAnAEHH, HiFHz. 7 ((BEREK) , HFKEE)

i E) I LA 7 JE U A 25 R A 25 R T 2K, % Fh 28BS (R B 5% 43 Al 26 e o8 RAEMES 2T 2
B T MDA R 22 T A A [ s J2 T B R AR R 45 2R . (=R, 2008) [2] “i7 5 “oi 7 & AR R RS,
HAR A — 15, R e NS s 451

WP BT, AT RS B, RURENSIEE “UEET . CHE” . CER7 L “iE
27 M, “ET M “27 FEERMREBAR, BERT LA BT A SE R iE A B, B RT BLA BT AR
e B, TESRZREH, U7 MREERERENA RN, &30 “ER”, HIE RO R,
T FH RS S M A A I Y B 2 os AT ) o AR TR i ok . A5 e DLREIR (ND) + i vi (1F
3K) + V + (N2).

bR T 32 Ah, U7 BRI E T AT N AR AR M, @A, R ORE MR N R BhE, nR4(9).

(9) FigkE 5, BEEMLUIEER? HUSEE. ((LE1E) FK)

“GELISES T ATRAREA “UEBRIE LR o HMIBRILAIR i, AT RE SCREA R, “iE7
AT RE B AL, BE—REEEZE, ZIAMERRS. “E”7 5 “LEE” IR nIR
5, BMEEARNE, W EITZMAFEER KR, KIGETET U EEN “LSEE” . Fit, 1
KA, 9T SR & X, BARIAEGRIER, KEUE O AR o R “il 7
SERFRFAE AT LLTETR K 15 adv. (FRELE) + Prep + V1 + V2.

g bRk, TESEZRE,  “9E” RIBhERATEE R R IET .

3.2.2. MNATHHENE B HIRRA
FEPSDUER S I AR, BRI AR R R BRIy () (Sid) (RS 5. HE R AL,

H
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GE? LT TIERIE L R L . kit 584, AEN 13%.

“UE” RN IAEESN SN E, B U7 FIREE M NE IR 2, JE A DL E R AN
EATR

KW “E7 BT USRI AN B OMEES)” B, B (UEN) TR R T ) ”
M8 S0, wnfel(10). MEERL AT ED,  “IER(W AN E OMIEE)” BT EE 2,

(10) EEZE: “ ‘TUEHE, AEE&EA. W SR, BARER, F2TH, SR BA
RESE, BUSREWILIARERSS, WHBH. 7 ( (FiEL) . FK)

IR FEECN U RVFREHR. 7 ETER, AR A XA SR S BB I ULE A,
A D RN “iF 2 + (N2) + V2”7

WAERN “(NL) + i + N2+ V2”7 E’J%% GEK, TENE RS SO SR B IERIEE X7 il

(11) XtE: “FEiERNE2E, RN TREZ M. ((EREE) , M)

3.2.3. EREIHARASE “1&” HURLERA

Table 2. The high-frequency word clusters with “please” as the key words in the Tang and Song dynasties

2. FEREHRLL 957 ARRIENSMIAMA

Cluster Rank Freq Range
s 1 421 1
A 2 76 1
1 3 71 1
HZ 4 16 1
H I 5 13 1

W#2 2 A, X —B IR 6984 4%, SR “EE” MIARSE E—m ML B, 97 18
X, BT e E RS, I EIF e RN A7 (8%, S ER)kE.

Ak, Bhia <7 SRR AR, WU “ANE” BRNT “UEA” 7 fERIERT
BB G, JFRIEEEE, F DA H A AL R iR, il

(12) HEAMEE, HRAKE, BIEAE. 7 ( CUFEY , FEHEAR)

CEIEAREN AIREN “BAFEREESIER)ARIE” o SR, 9E 7 ENERIIE L E 255, TR E R
NVE N — AN 51 8N TR VE TR . 2R 5 nT DLIIR Jy: 1 adv. (RELE)+V.

3.2.4. BNGERAIRAE: 9§ HIEELRMA

TEVERART I, BEE “ER7 BN, 9E7 10 IS SRR K, X RIE AR
[, “iF” VRl A - A g ey, A TS SRS I H %, AR R T Tl RiE K,
AT DU H 5 R A NST RRTH, 51t

(13) AFIWMBRIT . R FEB L, AFTREE, O “ER0E T 7 ( CEEE) . Joh)

LR IREIR N 1F adv. (FRESA).

20t 2 5, “UE7 BIVERME SGR, RN BN TR E, B ARIEALSM A il R 1)
B XA B, (R ThRE .t ) 1 AL S S R 1 22 T BT R AIGE, AN IREEAN S AN ZJH
KAMAE S iﬂiﬂfrﬂﬁﬁ%E‘J%ﬂlﬂ%%ﬂ&%&fﬁ'ﬁa%qj%” E17. 1 BT “(F) VAL
Hhy (PR VAR R R A )RR S o X PR OSCR A TIEHMHE RIS R OE B AFRE, wfl(15).
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(14) FAZAS: “IB, ARGV, TAAEMY ( CRE) , E®H)

TEGI(14), “i7 BRAIED)L ﬁ&ﬁﬁz?xﬂﬂrﬁﬂc Eedn “3%7 An SR MR K, MG
FE—il, BB O — AT RAL, Lt R L “HTET A, ST DRI N [ + V], E
RIFEAC AR B A 1o

(ND+iEvt (7% 3R) + (Pers) +V-+ (N2)|
(N) +ifvi (I53K) + Prep+ N VU BT ]

TR [ 3] N)+Hif vt GBI+ (Pers)+V(P)|

Ly

(ND) +HFvi (FR)+V+(N2)

I

S R

iadv. (£ ) +V|—{iffadv. (%)

JEEARIN 3

TGN S

1Fadv. (GREH) +Prep+V1+V2
AFAK A I 3

BN

Figure 1. The grammaticalization path of “please” in Chinese
E 1. JNiE 98”7 BNEENERE

g b, POE 9B IEARAE ViiER >Vt 5k > ADV £HREL > ADV K& S~N.
SE X FE “UE” (ER) > AEE 987 (LSRR .

33. BiH “V-TL K& HARRELRE

F—AM B “L 2837 AN CTFBRIA - NFR” I8 X, B — BRI (A2 B H i
W G EEshiA R E-(n & 2 IRAETEAR L.

BB “K P& 37 AEN “47 K& L. 1603 4, HHE HiEA #(Nippo Jisho)kHl, < 72&
BHIT TINE L, — A “ERETETR” » 5i—2 “Malig” , HRENEBFERETFHR
e . “< 282”7 ERUHEHIBN OS5 ERARESE, BB AR TR 15 = B ,
5B RE IR, rURAEBRZERRA “47 K& L. HTUEH, 4 “<L2837 RES
5B, ERS SGE B EML T . K & 37 RIS U, R SCRR R
Fa B 7 AR FEAE AR HE 5K .

F=FrBL, EMAHE, “< 728 37 JRARRASEAENE S, HEFREEEN T B SRS,
HMEEIEER, fEARNhEhRRMH, MRl msm “« T2 asw” Mk BIEE shiaE HY
+ CUHYEIH, B “T s w”, RRTEMERMANG NZRIFAT RAERS BESCR. filln:

(15) $H. — AOFEwHo5Lp0ETL. 2. vy FTH-TLEIBZ L&Y, (UD
Liﬂgfh 2002 )

o (A A LN, WA RELA .

mm&mﬁﬁ “LI2s 37 REATMENRZ KA S X OEZN, CENRZATERRR
ZRFR, FoNBRHFNEH S AR THE, BEESSCTERMESCAIE . BV E S EaEH <
e 2 K HEIEEE E, RE2HE NHER T TS FHE. filln:

(16) HD—. BTIARWAS L6, BRLTHREFOTHETTDOT.,

(16) T LABHIEA “HAS, W RZFAEKME, LRSS RM . 7 ARIZHR “TL 282”7 Bonig
SR IR R AR, AREXBERMHAT “TuiE < XMEUMRNEL. HREMRHIES,
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XPERIZFRIE TSR 5 TR KA E . &9 2. (2007) [B]RBLXFNE S IR OBREA T, WHisA
BRPEHEUREASH T HBELRME G R ARG R, FILUER “ o2 <7 fEAARER

PR T R IN, IXRER I R AN 2 I 7 B 52 o MITTET B BEAE S Bt “V-T < 12 & w7 I8 X “i
TN A B ERR 1A & LR R 2 R R/ il X 4 551k,

FREE L2 S 37 AR BRER T W SCEAR A, MBS R LRI E . ERARA
bR E WAL R

MEERUL, HBRIMBAT UL AL 12 8 () > (P& 3(4h)>~T L P& 2 (Arm i NG Ak
) > ~T < 12 & 2 (R,

FOEAL I FE 0T DL — DR VAT BEOE > BTda A0S (Referent honorifics) > 18] 4% 14 W 5 HREAILE -

4, PLEASE 2MUEIEE N BRI FER 1%
4.1. PLEASE X8UBZ B TiB%k

TEIRAL AT LA A A A 8 AT 6 A FE U5 15 72 A AU R 1S 50 A b i s S 45 3 1V AL i
AT U E R i KRR RS S, i s KRR A1 . (Hopper & Traugott, 2003) [4]15 1%
I B 2 — AN B S 44 (continuum), - — € 7 UFI 2648 4E,  RIARHH (cline). Hopper & Traugott
(2003) [5]IA A — MUt SR V21 AT AR 42 B DL T B 450

S > g > AR > JEATEAGES).

DUEI “1F” LT AR R R v A Ay sz ial i) 3h el A2 Dy 1 AR AR AERE “18 7, 951510 “please” 1)
AR IE NBIA “please” , FFE NG, FRIEA “please” M. M HEM “< 283”7 HRAMN—
FE A, BNRZEE, AR, WE X EE, HiR S AR R . Fitk, e
I B — MR RNNE L > WA R L > 7 o 5 SOBORERIE T 1 15 A o) dm @ 1) 32 05 el
BB, BHENFEFMIL > L.

Figh, 1E “please” FKHUBTEIEMEAE T, 18 A MNEEWRE TR, 2 97 E 3
(R, B AR BRI BE SCEE R HR Y U7 AR RERERT, B RSN U JEERBER)/NA), H
HATGE W, HIER “< £ & 37 MUIRER “4T7 MEX, 2ERGTFRZOE L. FERY
“L 2 & 27 AR NN B U, 18 SRR SRS R XA B A S, AR T 1% 2T AR
Aial.  “please” 2 H—FFLAM “WHE” « “WthE L7, BRALEANA)FIHBALIMIER, rLliE

4.2. PLEASE BB H1SEBRHIZN # b

PLEASE SH{EAE SV H H BTEVE AR BR A 1 S5 Je B B 1) A0 R o) R A ik /D>, AV A B oA H AR 1S
SN H o S 1) please ” 1) B WA il 5t A& 8 I AS K M2 i) s T PR B ) 42 208 1) 23k AT 8T 07
B T SNES I LB . FEHEF ) “please” — 1A 1Y H L& 15 124k (grammaticalisation) ) 45 5,
Hi “if you please” = “if it pleases you” XM AMFIARHA MK AR ML PARITHIH K, please &K
A JE AT LR VG AR ) P AR R AL E, R AR T REWAFEARS . HiEm <2837 Wil
2N, BERIERESN ST RSNAEA, B2 5 R ARNIEE 0 FE . X EeE UL R T ST
RFHTEERRMEAE . DOEHTH “E” W B S — W Bt st 2 RO B, e RAEIAIX
ERIEE, R TAE F A R X7 R RS -

534k, PLEASE ZEHUE TGS AE YO Ml 795k DUEPRR) “3” ARSI, AHE
PR e FHTE G O b A B N 1) B O B (R N A SR, BRAE B8 P ZEAT A AR AR BAL SR B Ay v . 91
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T “please” BUAEME MR LA B+ 1. HIETH “V-TL 72 s w” NS E WAERRT
AIALZ ZNZ B HR, 12 FREHE S HFE XIS EF.

5. PLEASE 3B Z B ERHIENER

5.1. BEHHNEETR

HICH U7 R TREI A RTH BOR R N RIAME M, JE TR NIETERA . TEET Y “please” 1E M B
A IRER 2 5, NARSEAN R T ENE, REWEANT, TR FRPRE. Z)5, “please”
BE— DB, BONTEERRIC. AR E AR EA, (H2 “please” MITEIAILIEEE HE .

HiGf “ <728 3”7 HiJE TREE. B REE A ER R R BA) T, BT, Hlal)
LB . AR FCRIAC & X ARIEZIIRE. “T<rEaw” i, “rs 27 Z24hhzhid,
A ROREFE L DUE AT RS . HAMKEETE R A 3 (B AR 4k), Tk 5 B im sl B3 ] ) &6 6 (R0 B )
R IRBEA LA A8 5 P 7 B TEVEHLAE
5.2. RitiREAFR

=HMBARHREA T, AR REN B, W& 3.

Table 3. The high-frequency word clusters with “please” as the key words in the Tang and Song dynasties

3. EREHRLL 957 ARRIFRSMIAMA

| 8 -4 Bl 8 th4~13 {4 14~18 4 19~20 {4 20 2 5
W %§x£§% Wadv (REE) i ) (REA) i vt (i) 244
<f:é 51&; <f:é %ini <f:é é;z;
HiE 2T wrm {1728 Buy {1Z& Byt {1728 Buy
{72 & B s 128 3y TLEI W
. A K] ,
s AN K F i s HENE .
e T 5 R - JRIY 7]
i 8 Rezhial &ggﬂ WakRi W

POE U7 MR IR TIOEMHIE, JOEM 7 £XTH A O I, mseiEm HiE
RfERga T 8 thad. Hik, 15 3 18 #HL8IX ], J& PLEAS JHUE & & I B 2 Br. Bt x bk
B, PUECAAE 8~13 4™ 4 | PLEASE KUK KM 2F, BRSNS, £ 15 3 18 Ak 7 AR
M. T HER M 14 thadigds, RA 7 —/ LR el oy Bhzhial . JeibE M 15 Hagiian,
BT TICER XN, FrO eI BEG b, HAEAR T IR, HR s sl RILDGEMH

VB R AL
6. PLEASE AU RT A X EYLH
6.1. =ML

Traugott (2013) [S]XF 3= M1 (I 98 ZEW K RIA T “ S5 UiE NI (speaker-relatedness) i,
i I3 BT AR FE I 0 U T R S G ] R R A T U A X T R A A A B B SR, B R
(subjectification) [ & . 4t(1995: 31-54) I\ A F MATEIR KFEE 1 5 F BRI, BRI R T R
PR —FiB A ISR i 7, AR ULSLR YrE A M E WS/ 2 T sk . 78 PLEASE 2848059, “If you
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please” MMIEUIE AXAETRETE T “HE” WHAD, K- ES N “ T o B SCHRBEE T3
A ERUE S WA SE. Hif “ <128 27 ME XSGR —dfET, mRITHERM
LI NI PR SCX AR BIBE AJTIRME “ < 72 & 27 R FPAL AL AMUAGE A2 P
Az, T HARATTI AR R R € AT 5 ZEROR AR 3 — AR = A FK.

6.2. FaMmAnFEm

AR AR T R R B B, Ay R i R R UK ), A R DA A B
AR B “Feng” 1 FE(Claudi & Heine, 1986) [6], X & HHFamiil #2¥0% [ (Heine, Claudi & Hiinnemeyer,
1991) [7]. HiEF “1E” MR M ERBRET 2 “ER” & SCR BRI . KA ARDGE EAALTT,
T CATEE SRAB N I 20 5 B4 LA ALSR, ARE 987 o 3 T IRt R 2L 76, 2NriE NKHE
BB THEERAS A L. BAh, JEEH R “please” MR AT B ABIRE S . BT AEREANT
BRI TERT T I P R B, FliA) “please” MIALSRARIC AR F AR A2 T L Sl 1A (R AR 5 S il 2%
X — 18 SCFE T R ) . Radden & Kovecses (1999) [8]3A AT T LA 43 A HE A L5358 43 22 18] 6 W A58 43 5 350
oy Z AN . AR A SR o 2 (Rl e v oA TR SR, BDFERI SR OC R, AT A R R 45 R .
CUEYHRE, ()@ 1) A BB B R, SR TSR R AR, R T R AR,
PRI S 507 A B B e T RO R4, “please” MARAIE KR FIRIF 1L FE, SR “please”
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