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Abstract

“Sawaru” is a basic verb that is widely used in our daily life, and it is also a polysemous word with
multiple meanings. For Japanese learners, the acquisition of polysemous words is an important
and difficult task in Japanese language learning. Based on the previous studies, this paper aimed
to analyze the meaning of the basic verb “sawaru” and find out the connection between its several
meanings by applying cognitive linguistic theories, so as to grasp the lexical structure of the basic
verb “sawaru” and help learners understand and use this basic verb correctly, and reduce the mi-
suse of its synonym “hureru”. The results showed that “sawaru” has five meanings, “touch with
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body parts” as its original meaning, and the rest of the meanings are extended meanings, and the
relationships between the original and extended meanings are metaphorical, metonymic, and
metonymic.
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Table 1. The meanings of “sawaru” in kojien and daijirin
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Figure 1. The lexical structure of “sawaru”
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Table 2. The meanings and example sentences of “sawaru”
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Figure 2. The relationships among meanings of “sawaru”
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