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Abstract

Recently, the number “6” comes into sight with a new identity as an Internet buzzword. But its
meaning has already changed. Now, the number “6” can play different roles in the sentences, and
embraces a variety of emotions (neutral, derogatory, commendatory). After browsing through on-
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line platforms, the author searched for many corpora related to the number “6”, and randomly se-
lected some corpus entries according to different meanings of “6” for research and analysis. The
purpose of this paper is to analyze the formation mechanism of the network catchword “6” from
the perspective of metaphor and its new significance. Through analysis, it is easy to see that “6” is
not simply a lowercase form of “six”, it has many meanings: 1) the number symbol of the Chinese
character “six”; 2) interjection, both negative, positive and neutral; 3) adverb, powerful; 4) verb, to
attack behind one’s back. This paper then analyzes the reasons for the spread of language devel-
opment: the need for the development of language; group psychology; the phonological principles
and the motivation of the network. Through analysis, “6” is no longer a simple word, but a word
with extremely rich linguistic significance. Moreover, the word has sustainable and rich meanings
as well as strong vitality, so it should be included in some specific dictionaries as an entry, such as
new word dictionaries and network popular language dictionaries.
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Figure 1. Fauconnier’s model of conceptional integration
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Figure 2. The metaphorical mechanism of “6”
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Figure 3. The screenshot of the live streaming
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