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Abstract

As a kind of ideographic writing, Chinese character’s shape and structure can often reflect certain
cultural connotation. With the development of The Times, Chinese characters are constantly chang-
ing, from the earliest oracle bone inscriptions to the simplified Chinese characters today, with great
changes in the shape, sound and meaning of characters. The rich traditional cultural information
contained in Chinese characters should also be paid attention to. The emergence and evolution of
Chinese characters, such as “death” and “funeral”, show the traditional Chinese funeral concepts,
funeral methods, funeral etiquette and other cultural information, and reflect the Chinese people’s
understanding and expression of values, such as life and death, family affection and respect. The
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interpretation of the words “death” and “burial” is of great significance to the understanding and
research of Chinese traditional funeral culture.
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