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Abstract

This paper used literature research, corpus analysis, semantic research and other methods to
conduct a more comprehensive study of the meaning, usage, grammaticalization process and
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asymmetry of directional Verbs “shang” and “xia”. Firstly, taking verbs as the core of the study, the
paper studies the usage of “shang” and “xia” as notional verbs, and analyzes their collocations with
nouns and verbs. On this basis, the grammaticalization of “shang” and “xia” is analyzed from the
diachronic point of view, that is, from the notional verb to the blurring of the directional comple-
ment, and a large number of meanings and rich usages of “shang” and “xia” are revealed in this
process. Finally, this paper discusses the phenomenon of asymmetry and its causes, and innova-
tively puts forward the concepts of “typical directional meanings” and “atypical directional mean-
ings”, arguing that the asymmetry of “shang” and “xia” is not only attributed to the language itself,
but also influenced by physiological, psychological, cultural and other factors.
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Table 1. Meanings of directional verbs “shang” and “xia” as notional verbs
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Table 2. Meanings of directional verbs “shang” and “xia” as directional complement
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