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Abstract

Mencius-Lilou Xia recorded that the history book of the state of Chu was named “Tao Wu”, but the
reason has been controversial. This paper sorts out the relevant meanings through the textual re-
search on the reasons why it is the name of historical books by later scholars. At the same time, it
searches the corpus, analyzes the use cases in ancient and modern literature, explores the devel-
opment of the word meaning of “Tao Wu”, summarizes the use of the word in ancient and modern
written language, and concludes that its original meaning is “the beast in ancient mythology”. The

extended meanings are respectively “divine animals in ancient myths”, “history books of Chu dur-
ing the Spring and Autumn Period” and “villains”. Therefore, the evolution of the meaning of the
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word “Tao Wu” is sorted out, and its evolution mechanism is discussed.
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