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Abstract

In Japan, there are various theories regarding the protection of legal interests in the context of
property crimes, including the “rights theory”, the “possession theory” and various intermediary
theories. In Germany, the law of the protection of property crimes includes the “legal property
theory”, the “economic property theory” and the “legal-economic property theory”. In China, the
protection of legal interests in property crimes has shifted from the single “pure ownership theory”
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towards a more diversified approach. While each of these theories has its own set of strengths and
weaknesses, in the context of China’s criminal legislation and judicial practice, the German “le-
gal-economic property theory” aligns more closely with the prevailing approach.
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