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Abstract

Network defamation is a mutation of traditional defamation in the virtual space of the network
under the development of the new era. The defamation crime in traditional criminal law has been
extended to the cyberspace, forming a cyber defamation crime with the characteristics of con-
cealment, uncontrollability and continuity. The regulation of defamation has been relatively com-
plete, but the regulation of cyber defamation in China’s current criminal law still exists in the lack
of regulation of the unit subject, the lagging concept of governance of cyber defamation, the quan-
titative measurement of “aggravating circumstances” is unclear and other practical dilemmas,
which need to start from the incorporation of the unit subject in the subject of regulation, the coor-
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dination of cybercrime legislation and traditional crime legislation, and the clarification of the ag-
gravating circumstances of the crime. There is a need to improve criminal regulation in three as-
pects: including the subject of the unit in the subject of regulation, coordinating the legislation on
cybercrime with the legislation on traditional crimes, and clarifying the criteria for determining
the seriousness of the circumstances.
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