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Abstract: Rheumatoid arthritis processes are based on a sustained regulated communication network among different
cells types. This network comprises extracellular mediators such as cytokines, chemokines and matrix degrading prote-
ases, which orchestrate the participation of cells in the chronic inflammatory process. Intracellular transcription factor
pathways are corresponding with this outside communication world, which transfer information about inflammatory
stimuli to the cell nucleus. This review examines the function of one key signal transduction pathway of inflamma-
tion—the p38 mitogen-activated protein kinases (p38 MAPK). The p38 MAPK signalling pathway is considered crucial
for the induction and maintenance of chronic inflammation, and thus its components emerge as interesting molecular
targets of small molecule inhibitors for controlling inflammation. This review not only summarizes the current knowl-
edge of activation, regulation and function of the p38 MAPK pathway but also examines the role of this pathway in
rheumatoid arthritis.
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W (mitogen-activated protein kinases, MAPKS) 241 fifi
LA IS SRR 0T, B RIE . PRI A
SN TR, SRIG44 DNA FASIIEH M,
MAPKSs F 4% INK/SAPK (c-jun N-terminal or stress-
activated protein linases), ERKs(extracellular signal-
regulated kinases). p38 /& ERKS/BMK(ERK/big MAP
hinase 1) VU™ 5% o He b & B 51 18] 47 A6 AH L 4 23 45
F.p38 MAPK A1 INK =2 H1 fg SR 1115, ERK
e 2 R R E - FE AL AT TSNl 1 5
% MAPK B % (INK F1 ERK)ZE 2 XU 1 56 35 &
(rheumatoid arthritis) o ¥ /E F B9, A SC 3 R T p38
MAPK {5 5% 38 % S H D RefE .

2. p38 MAPK BEERIFESEER

p38 MAPK 43 HIUKTE#: p38 MAPKa, -8, -y
-5, Hr A p38 Al m HA A0 R IR AL 2 7. 5 =R -

H &R -2 E R (Thr-Gly-Tyr, TGY)XUAT s i R b AR e

E p38 MAPK 75 7E 752 B2 180 AN Z ik 182 B AMr
REA D IR A SIS . RV W e 20
(lipopolysaccharide, LPS), [M&J8%E A (tumour ne-
crosis factor, TNF)Fl 41/ %-1 (Interleukin-1, IL-1)
& p38 MAPK £ ZiE 5. T p38 MAPK EAI#
SE SUN—Fl LPS HEALFENE, s — k4 T LPS /]
RE5 T p38 MAPK iH {1 H# 14 - p38 MAPK 7 LPS 4
SR T TNFEI AR, 1 H TNF B 5l
eI 1 78 TNF 2 KCH4E p38 MAPK. p38 MAPK
IIEEGE R AT TNF K RO G B IR -
W, TNF A E FEAR N LARIE: BETEA
FURILRAE DR 4AS TNF SERES ST HHA
t1 p38 MAPK &EALI. phah, BERgEE A% p3s
MAPK [ 3& P, G022 2 5 3 {8 1 U0 o TR g
-1(MKP-1) 7] DL 821k p38 MAPKI, 45 i1y f i iz
B R REE R Z i MKP-1, IXBE7R 7 X L2514
22K T] BE LB 4] p38 MAPK 15 LAszIR . #F5%
WAESE T 7E RA J53 N BCEAT ST R4 i A 0% 17 5
B BENS T MKP-1 /K FE,

3. p38 R SEERRIFAILT
3.1. MAPKKK BI5E L

MR p /N GTP B i Bl - 22
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Z4 GBS R R B (MAPK KK B MEKK)HH
#MO, GTP Egtn: p A1 Ras #in] L2 5 B8 M IR &
RE N, AT AT MERE T AR e gt R
PN Ras AT AR K R4S 4RI, /)
GTP Al MAP3Ks [AHEAEH S8 T =Bk
SN 0 55— 5t & MAP3K [HB R 1k - MAP3Ks
WL ML R 2, TERSER T, [E50ES
RHBEET 2. 3 MHBMEHEANESZEaYT
SEf. — MEKK, 1 MEKK1-4 £5#0E it
MAPKK: MKK4 fl MKK7, ‘EAT1E INK 15 5@ 5 1)
WAL R TP B E AR A . M7 p38 MAPK f15 53
P MKK4 #ll MKK7 (ERD s, HAERRL
1HIL T MKK4 7] LABERR 1k p38 MAPKI!, 7E MEKKS
H, X MEKK2 #6:ll H E RA 5 AV LR b i
ik, TTEARANE TR R4 MEKKL il MEKK2
AR RFRIEM, MEKK3 R ME——ANRES #2001
p38 MAPK ] MEKK, HAXLE EAHHL F A HES r%R
155 2Z A T2 5 9 05 1(apoptosis signal
regulating kinase 1, ASK1), — /> Tl 55
A ) MEKK, AXA] BABEZ1 S MAPKKK B 1k
M H A AE RA IS IS0 G I 204, 55—t
MEKKS, f1: TAKL Al MTKZL 7] DL i 356 i MKK3
A MKK6 MM FiE p38 MAPK @ik, th4k,
MAP3KSs F i H At 7« VA 1 R IEF(MLKS), MLK3
A1 DLKMIA AT % p38 MAPK .

3.2. MPKK B)7E4k

p38 MAPK MGt 2iE it MKKs SERLHT, T
MKKs i _E 7S (MAP3KS) B & iR AL T . o
MKK3 1 MKK6 %} p38 MAPK {54k Jt N HE % . MKK3
A MKK6 =2 82% (1) 2 HE B2 [RIE AR X 5 AN [F 21 21
RO 27 Yy R ik A7 18 25 7 U8 5T MKKS3 Rl MKK6
AR e B T < 1515 B 77 AR Ze s MKK6 M
fil %% p38 MAPK AL, T BT 4EAE Vi RS 4T i A 26 P4
R 73 510, p38 MAPK HIMOE 55 H MKK3
fill i . BERRAL MKKs FEFRIA TR B, X
p38 MAPK HIVEAAL i o RAERTHL A IR BLAT 4ERE
T PR R 55 4T L A T 15 1K ) MK, it
A, 9 1 20 PR (1 ek B T A s (MK Ks) FI 2
JZEAL, i TNF A5 00 LR 4EFE 0 B 40 i b p38
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MAPK 54k 3 Eilid MKK3 ik & AR e i,
T LPS 5% IL-6 /5 1%) p38 MAPK %14 75 2 MKK3 Fll
MKK6 3t 71 i 52 2.

3.3. p38 MAPK BY7E{L

p38 MAPK JHIETE RA M IEH s Z LS, M AEIR
AT ST R B T RS I BT AL ) p38 MAPKM,
RAEMIRH R KA =702 — AR S 5 B0E p3s8
MAPK 3 % . 1%L p38 MAPK 3= 7 1 A 1t 25
Bz A R A B E AR Rk . BR TN AN,
5 200 B R i 4T 4 1 PS4 D A8 p38 MAPK i R
AR TN M SR, 7 AR LA A AR B
[FIRE, 7RI 2 PR (1) IR 2H 2 p38 MAPK 1
TS EEANN,  ET 4ERE I IR AT R I P R A
MRS, Ak, B AR AT TR S R AR B
VAR 2057 A 229505 (1 p38 MAPKPY, TNF. IL-1
HTIL-6 72 AT 4ERE T I 4 i p38 MAPK ¥ 38285155 F
e,

4. p38 MAPK Ry IF 5!

FIHAT AL, HIRIEA 4 FAFE ) p38 MAPK L
R, TR Y TR 7 S5 T R T K 2 S I
HARIEZ22, 32 3] LPS H 5 4% SR L i i s
ik, M RIS — p38 B Hi-p38 MAPKa(SAPK
22), EEESSRMAIME T TNF A IL-1 &
P BEJERILT p38 MAPKA(SAPK2b), H: 5 p38
MAPKa A4 7% 45 R [RIEIE, T 4 2 Vi R
T RIERBE B aE P, T p38 MAPKy (SAPK3 Bk
ERK6)#1 p38 MAPKJ(SAPK4), 43455 p38 MAPKa
=4 63%A1 57%(1 45 [R5, p38 MAPK )Y
Foft 37 780 859 ) g o U OB L MKKGP 8 f1 p3s
MAPK 43T H#E 5 Ui s [A - ATF2 352428, gs bk
AR A 7B 2 5 B DY K 2K A 242 [t p3s
MAPK U4l 51 F 25 A B T B o {HLZ & T[]
TR A RIS R R R A e Th R
THIA71E 2 57

p38 MAPK Y™ 7 e 44 ) e IE FIEE KT RA T JiE
HEIWF TR p38a F y-TEMIAE RA B SGE R AL-
WAL RIEERNER . WAL EHRIE R
Brsi: PR NRAN T AT B R BT, R p38o
PN, & BEERALIY p38 MAPK LR [ & ik . A1 T4

10

L R T I 2 TR A B R SRk I 2 p38
MAPK VIR, {H MAPK FiRHALRS R : INK
A ERK K0 A FIFRE 22340, Py e 40 iy 3= 3%
15K p38 MAPK IV #432 p38y, /b p38a Al f tHAR I
B2 HRIK, ME—RSHRIEMN p38s Al EI7E 5
L BE LA E AN A Ik . TAER B =, B
YT S FEERIE p38a My, AT HEAREIE AN i 3 ZEERIA
P38/ Ay, HIZHMI 3= TR IK p380. T Mtk L &M S L
VI p38 MAPK i .

5. p38 MAPK TiFIE$T

p38 MAPK % 5ifi#% Hsp27 Fl22%4J5 %4k & (13
RO B T (MAPKAP2) DL K 25 itz s IR - 2k [R R T T
PE: ATF2, STAT1, Max/Myc E&4), MEF2, ELK1
LUK I S MSK [R] 52142 CREBIP242628 | Hrpigy
BB SR K 42 p38 ELIZIEKA), 1A LE 2 p38 [HHEEKA) -
F—ANRIT p38 MAPK JEYI/& MAPKAP2, ]
p38a Al p WAL LIS 3] . MAPKAP2 7E LPS 5 311 TNF
AWy B AR AR ] A0 BT A A
Hif) p38 MAPK @5, BF#H WAL E| TG40
MAPKAP2BY, S 5t & DA 515 8 sh i R Ay
p38 MAPK Jf# )5, REWIE KT T MAPKAP2
PG K o XK AERTT & MAPKAP2 72 p38
MAPK )35 R,

6. p38 MAPK £ RA FHIEH
6.1. p38 MAPK FERREBIE P HI{ER

p38 MAPK A FHH £ R 5 1 )= 4B, S
R 2 FIBT R AL 0P, A TR IR
RAEBR P JOE R A . EFEVER TNF. IL-1 F11L-6
(10 2 325 R 38 T 00 ) S 9% i AR KT % 4 4 4
AR ER SR ) e, 3kt U I 400 i R 1 PR R T & RA
(R 2 —B3, p38 MAPK i 2w B8 7~ (8 5 1
Fi J% p38 MAPKSs {E JAAH [F] 2 i bR - (1) =2 2 B A5 ek
VER AT R A BANGIFIRAE 7 BR S A, . X&)
Xt F o5 KA SV A PR MER, (B thiiiE 2
R M e SO0 R S g e R R0343T e T R A
K F3RIE4), p38 MAPK b m] il 41 i & HH AN T,
7 G — UGB R SR R T AR S S PO DL R g e
RGNS A AE F o T 90 BELIBT A IE A AL 5 4 v p3s
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MAPK 3 Ja R IS S RERER B4, 1 i 28 P42
TR B, R e AR B L B TN, 5 22 A B 2 T
FEZH B B8 WY SR o XA SR i A A 411 1
e IE I p38 MAPK 1] BHLH 75 LA S LM AN 2 A 2 L 4
NRIAF LRI, TS 4518 p38 MAPK it i
TR I E ™ B R B B TR 3R

6.2. p38 MAPK FE B A rITER

WEHE RA MtrEz—. HifiRERZHTHE
SRRETR IR DL S RAELH LA THRNIE, &
T BURKE SR o . WA B R B B R
(matrix metalloproteinases, MMPs) & 4 i 2H 4= N Al
TR BB I B RT H2R . MMPs (114 32 21 2 Fh R A
B ERAE, HAahE p38 MAPK. X% B
BELWT p38 MAPK XHiadT 5645 24 RIS, 5, p3s
MAPK 11| 771 & 8% 1 3. 9 5 9% i A AL B W 3 fie
B0, (E X Fh g 2 B 3T p38 MAPK % MMPs i
FTVE R G A 8]t T R R - BOAIR SR Ak B AT ANIE

PP

6.3. p38 MAPK FERFEM B ML MIER

2 M A A 2 28 RGP DG I B SR AR
Z o WREE R RITE B S R s 2 EUE K
T IIREMIAE R B AR T R DG 48 E 1 A 1 Ak
DRl — U0, L o A7 3 i i A 4T i P 440 e D
(RANKL F1 TNF-o) FIBFI 7T, 1% L 20 Mo PR 7 B
p38 MAPK i % i) [\ i) 75 °] 52 H g2 . [Nk p38
MAPK (95 AH36F BB 40 B PO 70 J e A ff e 2
FE BRI S50 M 5GT B )Y p38 MAPK Gl % 5, W
i 2L 20 P S ST 0 AT B 4 L T £ S gk 2 B0
DAL A FH p38 MAPK 11l 551 T A 285 BEL KT ¢ 14 2H 2342
MhARSETTH . 22 p38 MAPK 15 5 R## i, MKP-1
FIE I T BB 0 B B R/ s it

6.4. p38 MAPK %t ARz 4R Th sEI{E AR

TEAG p38 MAPK Xt A Rz 4H i H) T ReA LA T LA
1EH: p38 MAPK 12 L N Bz 41 i R & Bt o0 1 3Rk,
In E- 4R 2 B 4N E: I 2 7 (VCAM-1) it MCP-114,
Jon ] FF AR 2T R B AZ AT P R R A B, iR
RIS A TR, p38 MAPK 13 Sl /R 1] LA
FAVIE A DAY Gl i Rl O ta P %1 A= e sE ey ava41t ) R R
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Ak, PR A 58 1 SR AR AR ORAR FE A p38 A

p38 MAPK JE{LE, (RIFESAR, SHENEAMEEE
PERER, I R, ROK JE R, p3s
MAPK {5 518 B 05 f5 P ngufa iy NO =4, fi
NN SR —H AR A EE(INOS) IR FEIE . INOS
A% NO & R H A £ 52 p38 MAPK [J#EHEA,

XARAERE T M EF 5K . NO 75 5 10 L &7 7k nT 48 in 28 1tk
A g B e T A I ey a5

7. GHibFIRE

p38 MAPK j& RA H)—/N (s B b /. 78
AFRREE R TS, 5510 BRI B = Mg
i$45 p38 MAPK, fif p38 MAPK ] DL it gk iR b5 &
e R 7 RGE TR B T, AT 24 PR ik H e
No JTEERIT LT % H p38 MAPK [k 5 AR
HEA AR OB FCORIE IS . B xS p38 fIgi i 5
hae TR C A OS2, — S8 i sty i |
RA [ J0E K A 2RISR A A5 B IR T HE 2. 7]
AT BE A - P 7 0 1 F A1 p38 MAPK i 25 Fif
ThaE R w2 FH B .
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