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Abstract

Since the L2 motivational self system theory was proposed, related research has been increasing
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day by day due to its innovativeness and relevance. This article summarizes and analyzes 46 pa-
pers on L2 self system research published in domestic academic journals from 2009 to 2020 from
four aspects: overall research trends, research methods, research content, and research objects.
The research results show that: 1) The total amount of research is on an upward trend; 2) There
are mostly empirical studies, and most of them use quantitative research methods; 3) The research
content is mainly about the relationship between the L2 motivational self system and motivational
behavior and other related variables; 4) The research subjects are mainly non-English major under-
graduates. In view of the deficiencies in this domestic research field, it is recommended that re-
searchers improve research methods, expand research objects, deepen research content, and fur-
ther promote the development of L2 motivational self system research.
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Figure 1. Development status of domestic L2 motivational self system research from 2009 to 2020
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Table 1. Classification of domestic empirical research on L2 motivational self system
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Table 2. Research objects of domestic empirical research on L2 motivational self system
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Table 3. Classification of empirical research types on domestic L2 motivational self systems
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