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Abstract

Logistics is known as the “third party profit source”, and the third party logistics, as an important
part of logistics services, is independent of both supply and demand, to provide customers with a
special or comprehensive logistics system design or system operation of a logistics service mode,
is of great significance to the development of social logistics in China. This study uses information
visualization software Citespace to conduct information mining analysis on the academic papers
from 2002 to 2021 with the third party logistics as the key word, draws the knowledge graph, and
further summarizes the knowledge structure relationship of the third party logistics field. This
paper finds that: In terms of the number of articles published, since the related concept of
“third-party logistics” was first proposed in 2001, the academic research focusing on third-party
logistics is in the basic research stage and the number of articles published is relatively small.
From 2011 to 2014, the annual average number of articles published was about 47 with a little
fluctuation, which was in a relatively stable growth period. From 2015 to 2019, the number of pa-
pers increased significantly, and reached the peak in 2019, which also reflected the researchers’
attention to and emphasis on third-party logistics. From 2020 to 2021, the number of articles pub-
lished in 2020 is 197, but it is 51 in 2021, showing a sharp decline, indicating that researchers
have shifted their research priorities accordingly. From the perspective of research authors, after
the continuous development of the previous several stages, four research networks with Zhang
Jingxiong and Fu Yufang as the main body and N independent research individuals with Guan Bo
and others have been formed. In the aspect of network research, the authors are in the network
state with close internal connection and less external connection as a whole. From the perspective
of research institutions, China’s third-party logistics related research institutions are widely dis-
tributed; From the perspective of research keywords, the first part is from 2002 to 2010. Re-
searchers are committed to the research related to the benefits of third-party logistics enterprises,
especially the supply chain. The second part is from 2011 to 2021. Supply chain, cross-border
e-commerce and other topics appear in the research horizons of experts and scholars.
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Figure 1. Number of third-party logistics publications from 2002 to 2021 (from CNKI)
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Figure 2. Author co-occurrence network atlas
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Table 1. Statistical table of citation times of core authors’ articles
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Figure 3. The co-occurrence network atlas of institutions
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